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WINTER PARK — Just as a
book shouldn't be judged by its
cover, writer Andre Norton can't
be categorized by her looks, her

name or just about any other as-
;- Ppect of her life.
.~ Narton lives {

.And she started writing when
women weren't accepted in gej-
|~ ~eénce liction circles,
| A distinguished looking silver-
haired woman, Norton explains
the incongruities simply:
us look like who we are
Soft-spoken and meticulously
eroomed, Norton's demeanor be
lies the imaginative creativity that
has sustained her through 20
years and 120 books.
- 'She was, and still 18, consid-
-ered one of the premier authors in
the field,” said Frank Dowler,
owner of Enterprise 1701, a sei-
- ence fiction book and collectors
.~ Store in Orlando.
. - She legally changed her name

I~from Alice Mary to Andre in 1934.
J to get around the gender issue.
+ She also sometimes wrote under

the pen name of Andrew Norton.

<. Her first science fiction work,
<Star Man’s Son, was* published in
1852 and has sold more than a
million copies. Her works have

.-A portrait of Norton, by the resident artist at the Maitland

Norton had an architec
her inconspicuous hous
commodate all those b

| Art Center,
will go to a trust fund Norton is establishing to help young writers.
’ II

'Grand master writes
qu[e_t_ly, prolifically

By Ines Davis Parrish

i
and just published The Jekyell
Legacy.

“I write every morning,
for one day,” Norton said.

Just as her looks contradict her
profession, her aversion to tech-
nology presents another contrast
— she writes science fiction that
presumably is filled with high
tech.

But Norton's books are more
about a loner I a future world
who comes to mmm;m her

maorals and cor ns,
also deal with a re-

except

Her books
curring theme — the abuse of

"When I was working during
the Depression years, [ experi-
enced a situation where authority
was terrible. I hate
p_qule who abuse power,” she
said .

Her books are more fantasy
than science fiction and involve.
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"I was driven to using a eo
puter [for health reasons] I dids
chinery, you know. But
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There isn't a televig
Winter Park home —
waiched a TV show in

g
=
L]

TR
i +":‘. g
L
o Ik

e

So many books, in
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been translated into 13 languages,
and Norton said the countries
with the most voracious appetites
‘or science fiction ar? germaréy
d Japan because of their ad- is 19D ariwark at
nced technologes " tems Nrton colets s ent |
T e o jemsivorton collects such as cat
. /M 1984, the Science Fiction  figurines. A T
‘niers Association named her a Her house, a bg;m struc-
grand ‘master, one of the highest ture overlooking a little pond, i
another incongruity in her li
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