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STOP THE YIORLD - I WANT TO GET OFF

Once again, Len Collins, of Church Hill,
Tennessee, enriches the pages of a Jah~
zine publication, this time honouring a
great author. YANDRO #132 says (Buck i.e)
"Last month we circulated Hugo ballots.

T filled mine out the other night, and in
the interests of garnering a few more votes
for my favorites I'1l let you in on how I
voted., BEST MOVEL: Witch Werld, by Andre
Yorton. I enjoyed this far more than T did
any other novel of 1963; .there really-isa't
any comparison." Well, what's good encugh
for YANDRO is good enough for me.

Plans for this article started last summer
and have only bnen succeéssfully concluded
early. in February when I received the mss
from len. So, this article is nota last
minute affair. I hope that it will serve.
‘the ‘readers of ,TTH a useful purpose. To me,
it made me realize, as nothing else has,
how prolific Miss Norton is.

- -
—_—

This edition of TTH illustrates the deter-
mination of your editor, te return to the
monthly &schedule. Whether this can be main
tained or not, only . time will.gell. Ne at-
tempt will be made to make up for the lest
issues, 1944 is a new yeary'and what issues
that should have appeared in:1963, will.re
main with that year, something that might
have been.. i,

.

I have received, from time to time, wor-
ried letters asking for information on a
friend to all of us, Boseff Farnham. It

is with pleasure that I!m including a page
in this issue, in which I am quoting a very
short letter T have just received from Bob.
In the theme of a publication of Bob's, a
publication I had the honour to as3ist in
editing, and publishing .for a while, this
letter of Bob's ia printed. The good news
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is that Bob is ikicking with both feet, and
in the view that his feet were threatened
with amputation, it is good news indeed
tohear that he still has both feet to be

', able to kick with. On the mere sombre side

however, is the fact that it is extremely
unlikely that Bob can answer letters ex—
cept through such a method as utilized in
this issue of TTH. Even this short letter
wag 'wark'! for him, Bob, while much impro—
ved-over what his condition was several
months ago, is not well, though I can see.
his spirit isperking up egain. The spirit -
is strong, but the flesh is still weak.

A short special also appears in this iasue.
a special that certainly has nothing to do -
®ithSF or Fandom. I've.just run across-a :
poem dealing with your former President. I
say 'your! even though TTHE has a fairly - .
wide circulation beyond the berders of the
USA, since the majority of TTH readers are
Yankees. There may be some of you who,have
not seen this poem, and I believe that it

~ should have as wide a circulation as is

possible. Who thisAlfred Robins is, I do

not know. I do.not know where this poem

originally appeared. It was sent to me by
s relative and I do not know where she got
it. '

Richard 0. Mann: 131 Belt Rd. APO 845,NY.
00604, "I am interested in establishing
some kind of Round Robin with tape fans
{not necessarily those who have tapers,
but those with access to tapers). I weculd
appreciate it if you'd mention it in TTH

~and sn get as wide a mention of this as,

possible." (Not exact guote, but summari-
zed. Jah., I do NO T have any back issuss
of TTH, in answer to Rich's other request
and te forstall and answer the others who
have or will ask this question. I print
OVER 450 copies of each issue now, and do
net have any spares, since 1 print exact—
ly the number required.) '



THE WORLD OF ANDRE NORTON

.ON a hill overloocking Euciid Avenue in Northeast Cleveland, a short street named Man-
nering Road comes to a dead end. Near the end of Hannering Road, in a large, - white,
two—story house lives one of the foremost science-fiction writers in the field today.
Oddly enough, this mantle is worn by a slender, gentle womsn who specializes in space
opera or science--adventure. Any survey would place her in the top bracket of science-
fiction writers along with Heinlein or Simak. Yet her specialty is writing for young
people but written oo well that the older readers have joined ranks with the teen-
agers to push her upt to the pinnacle she now occupies. Tre writer is Andre Norton,
creator of strange galaxies, far-flung planetary systems, alien life-forms and super
animals. She is also Miss Alice Mary Norton, a retired children's librarian, horticul
turist, collector, foster moSher of two children and gourmet. Since 1961, she has
been building a replica of the home of General Jonn Hunt Morgan, a Confederate Offi-
cer of Lexington, Kentucky., The exterior was done by an archietect and the interior
is finished with scale furniture and accessories of the .Civil War period, It occupies
the window seat in the dining room of her home, where she lives with her mother.

Miss Norton was born in the southeast section of Cleveland to Adalberi Freely and
Daisy Bertha Norton, the younger of two daughters. Hecre she grew up into the depres-
sion years of the nineteen-thirties. Economic reasons forced her to forgo a formal
college education. However, in 1930 at Cullinswood High School, a class in creative
writing began shaping “er cireer. Here, under the inspired teaching of Miss Sylvia
Cochran, in a class of ten boys and girls, she learned the fundamentals of her craft,
Lo which she brought distinction and imagination. Membcrs of the class were from the
staff of the school paper, SPOTLIGHT. They worked on their os#n tive with. no credit.
Froe this group came two collections of short stories as well as other work. Five of
the class became professional writers, certainly a record in itself.

Before she wus twenty one, her first novel was published, by Appleton-Century. Thas,
THE PRINCE COMLANDS, concerns « iwythical kingdom, which was possibly a foretaste of
the imaginative worlds she was to conceive later. She published at four-year inter-
vals at first until 1944 when her books began coming oub more often. In the late
nineteen—thirties, shewas approached by William Crawford about publishing her shorter
stories in a collection. Cravford had published Eugene Ke;s!' MARS MOUNTAIN in 1935
under Visionary Publishing!'s irprirt and had drawn up plans for publishing a variety
~of material by different authors. Hec.ever; the idea concerhing an original hard.cover
~cbllectioh never reachsd fruitation, although two short stories were published in
FANTASY BOCK after Werld War Two,

-Durang these years, she was children's liorarian in a Cleveland library. She went to
Wasnington to work in the Library Of Conzress for a year during the war. Here, she
was able to read many of thz obscure and little known books of fantasy and science-
fiction she had heard so much about. She came back to Cleveland and resumed work at
the library. She bupan what was destined to be a trio of cloak and dagger thrillers
with THE SWORD IS DRAWN, Onc of these brought her an a%ard from the Dutch government
dealing as it did with the Dutch underground. ;

Il1 health forced her retirement from library work. So in 1951, she was able to turn
her talents full time to writing. She edited three anthologies and a collection of
Malcols Jancson stories for World Publishing. In 1952, her first science-fiction novel
was brought out and she had found her niche, The enthusiastic acclaim this first novel
received showed her there was a place for space opera written for young pecple, as
Heinlein and a few others had done earlier. She hac written historical novels earlier
and had done very well with SCARFACE, her best seller. So she began alternating science
fiction and historicals, written for young people but obviously finding favor with
older readers from the response the books were getting.




Quite distinctively, her novels often use an American Indian as the hero. She has
extensively researched the Indians and feels they are naturals for the type of story
- she writes because, she says, "of their ability to live with nature and adapt to kA
‘their kinship with the animals and the land." It hardly comes as a surprise to find
. she is quite proud of her Wyandotte ancesiry on her maternal side that dates back to
- the eighteenth century. And snhe is foster mother and helps support an Apache girl on
an Arizona reservation as well as a € inese girl in Heng Kong. '
- Another distinctive charact eristic of her science-fiction novels are the unusual
and charming animals fcond in_most of them. D picted so well they become characters in
.their own right, they urmally are tcrmed with a human to make a far more competent creu
" than the_ individeals alons. She has used dune cats, common cats, meerkats, coyotes,
foxes, an African ezgle, a-kinkajcu and wolverines, all mutated and highly intelligent.
“Her fans are quitzs taken with these furred and fea“hsrnd creatures and keep asking for
more. - : : Coe

' ‘She has had other honors zsile from the award by the Netherlands goTernment., On
March 30, 1963, her novel, STAR BORN, was discussad on NEC's READING ROOM. At the Wes-
tercon in July 1963, she was presented with The Little Invisible Man Award by The
Elves!, Gnuwes' and Litcle Men's Scienze-Fiction,Chouder and Marching Society Of Los
Angeles. And August 12, 1963, she received the Eeadline Award presented by Theta Phi
Society of Women Journalists —~ Professicnal in Cleveland. ;

.~ . Usually, she works from 8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m., lunches, works from noon until 1
p.m., takes an hour break, then another stint from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. Longer hours are
worked to meet a deadline but this is the exideption, not the rule. Her frail condi-
4ion.necessitates these hours and will no% allow prolonged sessions ~f work. Her spare
time is spent in her fluwer garden, making floral arrangements, cellecting spoons,cups
and saucers with historical backgrounds and doing gourmet cocking.

-4

‘Miss Nerton is noted as a collector. Two large upstairs rooms bear this out.
These are the work rocm end the library room. The ~ork room is filled to overflowing
with reference works on biography, autobiography, archaeology, anthropology,history,

snatural history, zoology, folklore, legends, ghosts, witcheraft, travel, frue crime,
Cninese and Japanese novels in translation, gem stones, costumes, household matters
through several historical pericds, guns, horses, the Southwest and Indians. Here she

- researches and writes her novels both historical and scieace-fistion. Across the hall
is the library which is filled, though not to the extent of the work room. Here 1s
science-fiction, fantasy, historical novels, detective storles, advenbture and spy and
thriller tales, A complcte set of Exrchty-seventh Precinect f£ills a shelf. Here are THE
OUTSIDER, BEYCN D THE WALL OF SLEEP and 'MARGININALIA, There are volumes of Haggard,
Burroughs' John Carter series, Talbot Mundy and a moct comprehensive cross-section of
the last twenty years in scienc: fiction beiween hard covers. She rev iews for the
CLEVELAND PRESS and getz a great many rovels and.collections from science-fiction pu-
blishers. She collects Dornford Yates thrillers and C.L. Moore and Leigh Brackett.
Miss Norton has a personal acquaintance with Leigh Brackett since she visiited Miss
Brackett and Edmond Hamilton in Kinsman, Ohin.

" “Writers are well known fcr Saving material and often selling it to another market.
A.E. van Vogt is probably tha best known exponent of this system; for years he has been
rewriting, editing and reviving stories'forgottea ani now being published without actual
- 1y bringing out any new work. Xiss llorton is no exccption to this rule. A case in point
was a‘novel originally titlel QUATPE O SUORDS. Iz was sold to be published in hard
covers; something of a pubtlishing experiment. lNothing came of it and the idea.was aban-
. doned. She bought it back and later submitted it to Ace Beooks where it was published as
WITCH WORID. It!s a tightly-woven novel with the pace and high adventure of a Merritt
tale. A sequel is ncw ready for publication. These novels are not written for younger
readers and are quite rcmantiz,



Eighteen chapters usually comprise a novel and she does the first draft of a chap-
ter each day. Her books sell up to 15,000 copies and continue selling. She is committed
- for a book each year to World Publishing, Harcourt, Brace and World and Ace Books though
she sometimes betters this schedule.

A visit to her home is a 'rery special experience. Miss Norton is a gifted conversa-
Jbilonalist and has such a wide range of interests, she can find a common interest with
anyone. Despite her frail health, she is vivacious, sparkling, witty and charming and a
most gracious hostess. Her coffee is superb and is served with delicacies from Holland,
Dermark and England. Shc admits she likes to talk "shop" and at one time belonged to a
science—fiction society in Cleveland, probably the same one that sponsored the World
Convention in 1954.

Though a prolific writer, she maintains a high degree of artistry and sheer craft-
manship., A contemporary of Hecinlein and similiar in the meticulous care used in creating
her alien worlds, she is a younger writer since her tenure goes back only to 1947 in

.- 8cience fiction. She has come a long way since her flrSt science-fiction novel was pu-
" blished. .

- The legion of Norton fans sincerely hope she continues creating her marvelous
worlds for a second thirty years.

| “END—
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THE PRINCE COMMANDS
(Dannlsh edition titled VARVULEN)

THE RALESTDNE LUGK

- FOLLOW THE'DRUM'

THE SWORD IS DRAWN

ROGUE REYNARD -
{Dutch editien..

.no information) i
THE PEOPLE OF THE CRATER (As Andrew North)

SCARFACE

THE GIFTS OF ASTI (as Andrew North)
SHORD IN SHEATH ‘
“HE ISLAND OF THE LOST)
(THE ISLAND OF THE LOST)

HJCH 07 THE HCRN

BUDLARD OF THE SPArS PATROL (editor)

STARMANIS 30N
(DAYBREAK: 2250 A.D.)

SPACE SERYICE (editor)

ALL CATS ATE GRAY ( as Andrew North)

OTAR _RANGERS

(THE LAST PLANET)
(Argentine edition

.. no informatien)

Appletoanentury
Gylden Nal

Appleton~Contury

Ryerson - -.

Ponn ;
¥McClelland

Houghton-Mifflin

Oxford

Houghton-Mifflin

Fantasy Bock #1

Harcourt

"~ Pocket—Comet

Mcthuen

Fantasy Book #3
Harcourt
Staples

Viking

Harcourt

McLeod

Ace

World

Harcourt
ACE D~69,D53h

World

[y}

Fantastic Universe

Harcourt
MeLeod
ACE D96, D-542

(German edition, UTTE WELTRAUM RANGER) Utopia

S2055 PTCWERS (editor)

OTET TRAP

AT_S4CPDIS _POTNT

2 OFR_FCX SALE (with Grace Hogarth)

World

1934,1936

Aug.-Sept. 1953novelet

1953
1953
1955, 1962

1954

269 p.

1937

1938, 1941 - 295 p.

1942 312 p.

1944 178 p.

1946

947 '166 p.
1947 - w95 py

1947 - short story

19&% | 263 p.

1949

1950 202 p.

1948 novelet.

1949 246 p.

1953 224 p.

1951 208 p.

1951

1963

1951; 1955 206 p.

1952 248 p.

1954, 1962 182 p.

1953 277 p.

280 p.

192 p.

29L p.

Fantasy and Science Fiction June 1954 short.

Harcourt

Hammond-Hamwond

1954
1954

279 p.




THE STARS ARE OURS! World
‘ : Ace
(German edition- 2 volumes—AD ASTRA and TERRA) Utopia
(Italian edition, ADDIO ALLA TERRA) Urania

YANKEE PRIVATEER World

SARGASSO OF SPACE (as Andreu North) Gaoric Press
(Germa n edition and paperback, DIE RAUMSCHIFF FALLE) Utocia
(French edition - no information)

Ace
STAR GUARD Harccurt
German edition, DIE REBELLEN) Utopia
' Acc D-199
SPACE_POLICE (editor) World
PLAGUE SHIP (as Andrew North) Gnome Press
N Ace D345

(German edition — GEFAHRLICHE LANDUNG) Utopia
(French edition - no information)

CROSSROADS OF TIME {original)

Ace D-164, D-546
(German edition - no information)

SEA SIEGE . Harcourt

Long mans

Ace F-147
STAND TO HORSE Harcourt
STAR BORN ‘ World

Nelson, Foster

Ace D-299
STAR GATE .= ' Harcourt

i Longmans

Ace F-231
THE TI}¥E TRADERS World

Ace D-L61
THE BEAST MASTER Harcourt
. ) ' Longmans

Ace D-509
GALACTIC DERELICT World

Ace D-498
VOODOO PLANET {(with PLAGUE SHIP) Ace — 345
SECRET OF THE LOST RACE (original) Ace D-381

{(German edition — DAS GEHERMANIS DER VERLORENEN) Utopia

STORM OVER WARLOCK Jorld

Ace F-109

1954
1955

1955
1955

1957
1955
1957
1956

1956
1959

1956, 1962

1957
1957
1962

1957
1957
1957
1958
1958
1958
1963

1958
1960 .

1959
1959
1961

1959
1961

1959
1959

1960
1961

/

237
183

300
185

192
247
23
255

192
178

169

216
176
242
212
212
186
192
192
190

219
192

192
192
159

224
192

78
132

251
192

p.
P

p.
p.
p‘
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THE SIOUX SPACENAN (original) " Ace D-437 1960 133 p.
(German edition.. DIE SKLAVEN VON KILOR) Utopia

SHADOW HAWK , . Harcourt 1960 237 p.
RIDE_PROUD, REBEL! World : 1961 255 p.
STAR HUNTER (uith THE BEAST MASTER) Ace D-509 1961 % bp.
CATSEYE . - Harcourt 1961
Nelson, Foster 1961
Gollancz 1962
Ace F-167 1962 176 p.
KEBEL SPURS Norld 1962 224 p.
e N elson, Foster 1962
' EYE OF THE MONSTERS (with SEA SIEGE) -  ACE PF- 147 1962 80 p.
THE DFFIANT AGENTS World 1962 224 p.
g G L Nelson, Foster 1962 , z
ACE F-243 - - 1963
..LRD OF THUNDER . - Harcourt 1962 192 §
: Ace F-243 1563 174 p.
WITOH VORID (Original) Ace F-197 1963 222 p.
VIT CUT OF TIEE World 1963 224, p.
JUDGTUIIT ON_JANUS ... Harcourt 1963
o — END ~

"(WRITTZY BY len collins. All material checked with Miss Norton, and permission to pridt
.received. It is unfortunate that a photograph of Miss Norton, a photograph that also

" shomed  bac rcnlica »f the lhorgan home, dld not have sufficient contrast to be usable
*7ia elecironic stencilling. :
‘¥RRORS NOTED ASTER OTENCILLING: SARGASSO OF SPACE.. German edition was the German BOOK
CLUB edillon and p=pciback.

*STAR GUAXD: This should have the ACE edition listed ahead of the Utopia edition. Whether
-%his had ,*Qn,ilcance cr not, I do not know, but believe this error should be mentioned.
Py The Publisher.)




