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To most students, the words, '"Please write a book re-
port, " toll a knell. This is the time when enthusiastic book
talks by teacher or librarian can be a great boon, for they
reaffirm the written word and provide moments of contagious
enjoyment--coaxing the lazy reader and improving students'
choices. In these moments, too, the need can be stressed
for critical comment in a report rather than a mere plot
recital.

Here is a basketful of six freshnew books--three each
for teen-age boys and girls--that will help to make book talks
and book reports a pleasure for everyone concerned.

Boys who love to tinker, who feel more at home with
engines than with words, will feel a strong kinship with Mick
Martel in MORE THAN COURAGE. To Mick, son of a newly
wealthy and ambitious French family, anything mechanical
was more important than school studies, and poor grades
often put him in trouble with his father. When Paulo, his
friend, discovered an ancientmotorcycle hidden since World
War II Resistance days, Mick's first joyful thought was to
recondition it, then try it in cross-country races.

The boys enlisted help from village friends, and secret-
ly they began, step by tedious step, to restore the powerful
machine to life. Mick began to try for good grades, so that
no one could question the hours he spent away from home.
With incredibly hard work and ingenuity the boys successfully
reconditioned the motorcycle, but it was Mick who proved to
have more than the courage needed to ride it in a grueling,
dangerous race--he had the skill and stamina as well.

Michel -Aimé Baudouy, whom you will remember for
his OLD ONE -TOE and BRUNO, KING OF THE MOUNTAIN,
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that stem from her schooling. As the story opens, Tara, ear-
ly one morning, discovers the theft of her favorite horse, Raj,
and picks up the priceless emerald that had fallen from its
bridle. Refused permission by her grandfather to help in the
search for Raj, she takes matters into her own hands, and
before all is well again, not only does Tara help to find the
horse, but she also meets the man she knows she will marry.

A colorful setting enhances this entertaining story by
Jean Bothwell, and readers will enjoy her portrayal of a fas-
cinatingly different heroine.

Though no girl ever thinks it can happen to her, it did
happen to Mindy Madigan in FOREVER AND ALWAYS. What
can you do when the boy you've gone steady with for a year
and a half in high school breaks off for noreason on gradua-
tion night? Mindy knew by heart all the good advice she'd
given to friends, "Men! Don't worry about them; there'll be
another along in a minute, ' and all the rest of it. But itdidn't
seem to work for her. Feeling out of things, she faceda long,
bleak summer - -until she began tohelp out fluttery Miss Jenji
at the litde museum of local history. Involvementin research
work a college student was doing there and her own growing
enthusiasm for the museum, which also caught up her fami-
ly, drew Mindy intoa new pattern of living and thus gave her
a new perspective on her life.

As in THE SHINING MOMENT, Mildred Lawrence
writes of young people with sympathy, sound values, and
abundant humor.

Vital Statistics about the Books Mentioned

MORE THAN COURAGE Grades: 7-10

$3.00
OLD ONE -TOE Grades: 4-6 $3.00
BRUNO, KING OF THE MOUNTAIN Grades: 4-6 $3.00
All by Michel -Aimé Baudouy
PERILOUS WINGS Grades: 7-10 $2.75
LEAP INTO DANGER Grades: 7- $2.95
EDGE OF DISASTER Grades: 7-10 $2.75
All by Leif Hamre
CATSEYE Grades: 10-12 $3.25
Tt AST MASTER Grades: 10-12 $3.00
STAR GATE Grades: 10-12 $3.00
All by Andre Norton
SPRINGTIME FOR EVA Grades: 9-12 $2.95
By Karin Anckarsvird
THE EMERALD CLUE Grades: 7-10 $3.25
n Bothwell
EVER AND ALWAYS Grades: 8-10 $3.00
THE SHINING MOMENT Grades: 8-10 $3.00

Both by Mildred Lawrence
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