. And there is Bloch, whose poem
memory of Stephen Vincent Benet's

etropolitan Nightmare” should, I ./

-guess, be up there with Davidson and
Rhsh 88 worthy of the”Kornbluth
association,
Four,” he calls it, and the satire cuts

WaR - Ac.smsr THE RuLL, bg

. E. van- Vogt Snnon aud Schw*

Setti 513;1 a&de 1 hzvc always
like early Van ngt, who con-
‘the ‘strange worlds "and
mqnstm of "Blﬂ-d‘ De-

=l s
f‘ﬁbtcd*‘m;cfhc; into 2 book-
1960 standa;db.

e nomipal adversary agamst
humm civilization as figh

es @,thehook comes;n the parts

Trew ]amlcson is battling * -

ic “ezwals of

frightful, “telepathi

1 Qﬂ&nct and trying to make‘
into" ‘u gcs;nfauxs the’

- "Nightmare Number

Qf
days fmrul%ﬂtq;

Out of key thb thc Mawgm
Nature themes of the other episodes,
but maving in its own way, is the

 story of Jamieson's small son's adven-:

Amg what 1txstha{st1rsh1m3&
But this is pctasho:t&@o:ycouege

.tion, though’ . the patts. were . ony
 separate, The assembly is uneven

jouncy, and I wish Van Vi :
‘taken the time to fit the w@"

'&:&hﬂma real*a&velg :

_QGA;Acrxc Dmgucr, by An N%
ton. World Publishing Ca., Clev

land & h};\g York, 1959. 224 p

s §WT o TH@Los"Rm.bx
o Ao dﬂmugl;ﬂwpmtcanllull-

"dre Noston, = -
pug AGAINST, Hnaa;&ux, by _Iqrg
. Sohl. Ace Books No, D-381. 195
o _1,32-}-434 Pp‘ <55¢ .

It shauld be 70 news ml
readers that Andre Norton' gaa
practically no wrong where I am con~.
cerned, I think this quiet’Cleveland

librarian writes. the best plane




Ng;ton is writing a bit below her best
level, In the case of “Galactic Dere-
lict,” I think the reason is the “mixed
purpose complaint that has also in-
fected some of Robert A. Heinlein's
secent books, With “Secret of the
Lost Race"—titled *“Wolfhead™ in

original manuscript, which T got

in one of the Detention auctions—

the trouble is a little too much experi-
menting with other Reoplc s formulas,

But what good is a writer who

doesn't continual Jlex periment?
“"Galactic Der d:" is a sequel to

*The Time Traders,”’a supetb time-

travel-adventure story that is'appar-

ently to be part of a still-unfinished
searching ‘through past eras for 2
wrecked

fleet of interstellar ships,
jmone of which the Soviets are

dangerous scientific

‘hero, ‘I‘nvis Fox, comes upoo a post
‘of the traders and is enlisted to help-
them find a derelict in the time of the
‘Southwest's Folsom men, some ten

‘thousands 'years- ago, To be strictly

correct, the Folsom man didn't hunt
; the mammoth huhters

mhns Clovis predecessors—but the

point is a quibble, because the story

..*gnuptly tums into an interstellar and

_possibly an. intergalactic jaunt, when

l-lerc tbe pure : 3
gains its full ma 1
scene, danfymg onc pe:t of  the

mystery star-race, only to- throw: out

-new puzzles, In.the end, though'm

has been learned, the central mystery
is unsalved, and we-can hope that the -
time traders will go on through still
more books as good or better tban
this one. Even mare, I'd like to see
Travis Fox take his impoverished
Apache kinsmen to pxoncci ‘a brand
ol skills

TbatcouldbepmNmtqg.mdm}‘_

nificent and thcyg make

lanet pioneers! ‘
“Secret of the Lostkacc" also get

its best scenes from thcng:wldj

‘Fearis, to which the mym;qg
‘series. United States time traders are’

;lavay Hc escapes in’

;ﬁghuaﬁthcaaumlaad)

dangers of the frigid world, olqg
forces with a group of ‘malc

and eventmlly discovers the secret ¢
his own origin and the forces line
up against him. But the Van Vi

“intectwining of hidden M gess
_the way of “the
elemntstlwmmdéxmof '

der. Given @ little more .space,
might all have turned out better.
Jerry Sohl’s "Onc Agamst Hercur

deserted ship, programmed for an ..

sutomatically controlled voyage, takes
 of wc m among

fora




