MRS. CUMMING PRESENTS ANDRE NORTON’S NEWEST BOOK TO LIBRARIAN MRS. MORRIS

LOCAL TEACHER'S INTERVIEW OF WELL-KNOWN WRITER

BRINGS AUTOGRAPHED BOOK TO LOCAL LIBRARY

W h en Mulberry Elementary
School teacher Mrs. Troy Cum-
ming begén a special assignment

in her library course at University
~ of South Florida ~this ~sumimer,
little did she realize it would lead
to such an unusual and fascinating
experience as a personal visit with
Florida’s most prolific science
writer. As a memento of her
summer’s work toward a Master’s
Degree in library science, Mrs.
Cumming ‘has an autographed
copy of Andre Norton’s latest
book “Forerunner Foray'’, which
she presented this week to the Dr.
C. C. Pearce Municipal Library.

While working toward her mas-
ter’s at U.S.F. in Tampa, the Mul-
berrian was instructed as a major
assignment in a bibliography and
book selection course to do a bi-
liography on theworks of some
famous author. She decided to
select a contemporary author who
writes for young adults, and then
chose Andre Norton, whose home
is in Central Florida, and whose
science fiction books are so pop-
ular today that they are now
coming out in paperbacks and
have been pirated by more than
eight foreign countries and print-
ed in their languages. The local
librarian Mrs. R. A. Morris re-
ports that the Norion books are
quite popular with the young
people of Mulberry, and there are
nine here which stay in almost
constant circulation.

Since the assignment specified
that the bibliography must not

“Tibrary personne

duplicate any previous work, Mrs.

Cumming first went to Lakeland

Public Library to begin the neces-
sary research on Andre Norton
helpful with research materials,
and there she learned that Ernes-
tine Donaldy, who heads the
English department at Lakeland
High School had recently collab-
orated with Norton on a collection
of science fiction stories called
“Gates to Tomorrow” which will
be used in starting a creative
writing course at Lakeland High.
Mrs. Donaldy suggesed the Mul-
berry teacher contact Andre Nor-
ton whose home is at Maitland
near Orlando, and after some
deliberation a short note was on
its way telling the author that
she had been selected as the sub-
ject for a bibliography.

Next came a surprise phone call
from Andre Norton inviting Mrs.
Cumming to her home for a per-
sonal visit and interview. The
writer was quite pleased at the
interest shown in her works, but
Mrs, Cumming was admittedly
*excited beyond words” at the
prospect of meeting Andre Nor-
ton and gaining first-hand in-
formation from her. The writer’s
home, situated on Lake Howell,
was designed and built by her

nephew ag an inducement to. get

her to come fo Florida, and she
lives there alone, with six cats
which she loves dearly, for coms=
pany. In a small room furnished
with only a typewriter and books

lining the walls from ceiling to
floor, Andre Norton - writes her
stories, but before she begins the

first line, jsh% researches a mini»
ooks, ranging from

mum of 11
archeology to medieval religion.

Because of the complexity of
Norton's science fiction stories,
Mrs. Cumming hag noted, they do
require ‘‘an attentive reader.”
And, since they have started
coming out in paperbacks, they
are considered adult reading. Her
newest book ‘‘Forerunner Foray”
which she autographed for Mrs.
Cumming, is an absorbing story
in which the past and future min-
gle, and it deals with the theory
of mind touch. The author told
the Mulberry teacher that she
had not been a firm believer in
the occult, but she decided to re-
search it before writing this book.
She had a sensitive come to her
home and conduct certain tests,
which she said proved to her the
theory of mind touch.

Because two master theses had

already been written on Norton's

works up to 1971, she suggested
that Mrs, Cumming carry on
from where the second one had
left off, updating her American
works from 1971-73, and alse do-
ing all of her foreign publica-
tions, dating back to the early
19605, which had never been
done. Thus, the Mulberry school

teacher began her ambitious un-

dertaking and gratefully accept-
ed Andre Norton’s offer of her
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personal writer’s log to use tor ;
research, as well as copies of the
two master theses, to avoid any -
duplication. With quite a heavy.

0 sense of responsibility, Mrs. Cum- -
ming returned home with these
papers back in July, and began:
to work ‘‘almost every minute’!’
night and day until she complet-
ed the assignment and turned in
the bibliography this month. All
of the information included had
to be carefully documented.

From the university Mrs. Cum-
ming received an “A’’ for her
assignment, but even more
meaningful, from Andre Norton
there was a note calling her work
“very impressive” and request-
ing a copy for future reference.
On a return trip te Maitland, as
a token of appreciation for the
writer’s cooperation and assist-
ance, Mrs. Cumming took some
of her own homemade blackber-
ry jelly and pickles, and the writ-
er seemed fo particularly ap-
preciate this friendly gesture.

One night each week for the
next year Mrs. Cumming, who
teaches third grade, will continue
her studies at South Florida un-
tili she completes four more
courses, and then in August she
expects to receive her Master’s
Degree. But, at this point she
feels sure none of her future as-
signments will prove quite as ex-
citing and enjoyable or involve
her as completely as this sum-
mer’s work has done.
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A e S R G e

INTRODUCTION

An interest in Andre Norton began with a desire to know more
about a contemporary author who devotes much time to writing for
young adults. :

; This writer finds Miss Norton to be quite prolific in pro-
viding the young reader, as well as adults with action packed
stories whether it be in the genre of historical fiction, fanatsy,
or science fiction.

Master's thesis have been presented by two graduate students
at Kent 8tate University on Miss Norton's books. Miss Norton's
books published before 1960 are discussed in Robert D. Lofland's
"Andre Norton, a Contemporary Author of Books for Young People.™
Becky Peters' "Andre Norton, 1960-1971" continues where Mr. Lofland
left off until 1971.

This writer's paper is an attempt to continue Miss Norton's
books from 1971 to 19735 and to present the foreign publications not
included in the Master's thesis.

Miss Norton's books have been pirated and published in many
countries. Foreign editions examined by this writer in Miss Norton's
home included the Spanish, English, Italian, Russian, German, Dutech,
and Arabic. The French publication was not available for examination.

Miss Norton had the Russian publication translated by a
friend and learned that a new introduction had been writtpn which
painted a very black picture of her. The introduction stated that
Miss Norton was against all political systems, whiech of course is
very much out of focus.

Among the most interesting of the publications was the |
Arabic edition of a historiecal fietion in which actual photographs
were added and the book was used as a classroom textbook.
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No full length biography has been written about Miss Norton.
This writer consulted Biography Index, Webster's Biographical Dictionary,
and the New York Times Index with no results. Short biographical

sketches appear in Contemporary Authors, 12§§, Current Biography, 125@:
1957, More Junior Authors, 1963, Authors of Books for Young People,
and ‘Who's Who in American Women, 1958-59. The most recent is an ="
article by John Rowe Townsend in A Sense of Story: Essays on Contempo-
rary Writers for Children, 1972.

Reviews of Miss Norton's books were traced through Book Review

Digest.
Other sources consulted were the Cumulative Book Index,

National Union Cgtalogz Authors" List, Books in Print, and several
foreign bibliographies.

This writer also consulted the unpublished Master's thesis
and relied heavily upon Andre Norton's "personal log". (which was kept
on refrigeration).
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION CON ANDRE NORTON

The daughter of Adalbert and Daisy Bertha (Stemm) Norton
was born in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1912,  She belongs to the
Presbyterian Church and the Republican Party. Miss Norton is
five feet seven inches tall, with graying hair and green eyes.

Miss Norton shares a house, which was designed by her
nephew, with six cats. She has resided on Lake Howell Drive in
Maitland, Florida, since 1966.

Andre Norton's indifferent health has forced her into s
guiter life, although she continues to research and write ex-
tensively.

Miss Norton worked for a number of years in the Cleveland
Publie Library as a children's librarian. During World War II,
she worked as & special librarian for a citizenship project in
Washington, D.C., and at the Librery of Congress. In addition,
she was at one time manager of a bookstore.

Mise Norton believes that all books should be stepping
stones to other books. She reads in Celtic and early English
lore for her sword and sorcery books, and does extensive research
in archaelogy, anthropeology, natural history, folklore, magia,
native religions, travel and medieval history for her science fic-
tion stories. Miss Norton uses a minimum of 11 sources for each
novel,

» An inner ear problem, which causes Vertigo, prevents Miss
Norton from traveling. This swmmer, she was invited to lecture in
England but was unable to travel by plane, and had to decline the
invitation.

i Although Miss Norton's birthdate has remainéd a secret for years,
this writer found the date in Cumulative Book Index, 1971.
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Andre Norton has received awards for many of her books. She
was cited by the Duteh Government for Sword is Drawn. Her bocks are
often the selection for the Science Fiction Book Club, the latest
being, Forerumner Foray, 1973.

Miss Norton 18 a collector of Minatures and has on display
many of the characters from her books, done in brass by an author-
artist friend.

Andre Norton is a "reader" as well as "writer". Miss Norton's
home is furnished with "wall to wall? books and in her study a visiter
will find much evidence of NORTON and NORTON.
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SUMMARY

Miss Norton has written books in several genres, but her
secience fietion overshadows the other books,

Andre Norton's books provide ycﬁng people and adults pleasure
reading and excitement because of her flare for intricate plotting.
However, she is an exacting author whose works demand attentive read-
ing.

: Miss Norton was asked by this writer if an underlying theme
existed in some of her books, i.e. ecology. The reply was, "no
intention was made for the reader to parallel an issue." An exception
to this will be contained in her forthecoming book where animals are
using people for laboratory experiments and wmis-treatment. Miss
Norton has had the umpleasant experience of finding injured animalse

being releaged from sutomobiles in the vacinity of her home.

Another avenue of Andre Norton's talents has recently been
performed as editor of a collection of science fiction short stories
to be used as a text for science fiction creative writing classes in
high schools.

After visiting Miss Norton and reading much of her material,
this writer is confident that Andre Norton has much to offer the
reader of a "ehanging world."
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BIBLIOGRAPHY

The following list of Andre Norton's books will be arranged
in two sections: a chronological listing of Norton books from
1971-1975, in America; foreign publications alphabetiecally by title.
This list will be presented under her real name, Alice Mary Norton.

AMERICA, 1971=T73

Norton, Alice Mary. Dragon Magic, by Andre Norton (pseud. )
ilius. by Robin Jacques. New York: Crowell, 1972.

. Spell of Witch World, by Andre Norton (pseud.) New York:
Daw, 1972. :

. Breed to Come, by Andre Norton (pseud.) New York:
Viking, 1972.

. The Crystal Gryphon, by Andre Norton (pseud.) New York:
Antheneum, 1972.
"A Margaret K. McElderry book".

Garan the Eternal, by Andre Norton (pseud.) New York:
Fantasy Publishing Company, 1973.

. Gates to Tomorrows An Introduction to Science Fiction.
Selected and edited by Andre Norton & Ernestine Donaldy.
New York: Antheneum, 1973.

. Forerunner Poray, by Andre Norton (pseud.) New York;
Yiking, 1973.

. Desirable Lakeside Residence, by Andre Norton (pseud.)‘
New York: Doubleday, 1973
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FOREIGHN PUBLICATIONS

. Android at Arms, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English edition. Gollanecz, 1972.

. Beast Master, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English edition. Gollanecz, 1960.
German edition. n.p., 1963

. Bertie and May, by Bertha Stemm Norton and Andre Norton
Zpseud.s illus. by Permin Rocker.

English edition. Hamilton, 1971.

. Breed to Come, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English edition. Longman, 1973.

. Catseye, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English edition. Gollanez, 1966.

. Dark Piper, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English edition. Gollanez, 1969.

. Defiant Agents, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
German edition. Terra Schiffruch der Zeit
Agenten, 1970.

. Dread Companion, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English edition. Gollanez, 1972.

. Exiles of the Stars, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English edition. Longman, 1972,
German edition. Verfemtedes All Terra, 1972.

. Eye of Monster, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
German edition. Utopia, 1962.

« Pur Magic, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English edition. Hamilton, 1969.

. Galactic Derelict, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
German edition. Terra Sonder, 1964.

. Galaxie, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
French edition., n.p., 1970.

. lce Crown, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
BEnglish edition. Longman, 1971.

. Judgment on Janus, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English Bdition. Gollancz, 19064.

. Key Out of Time, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
German edition. Terra Das Duell der Zeitagenten, n.d.

s S
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. Lord of Thunder, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English edition. Gollanez, 1966,

. Moon of Three Rings, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English edition. Longman, 1969,
German edition. Moewig Buch, 1969.

. Night of Masks, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English edition. Gollancz, 1965.

. Octagon Magic, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English edition. Hamilton, 1968,

. Ordeal in Otherwhere, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
German edition. n.p., 1970.

. Plague Ship, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English edition. Gollanez, 1971.
French edition. Ditis, 1960.

Cerman edition. Utopia, n.d.

. Postmarked the Stars, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English edition. Geollanez, 1971.

. Quest Crosstimes, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
German edition. Moewig, 1967. 2 vols.

. Sargasso of Space, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English edition. Gollanecz, 1970.
German edition. Weltraunsheteur, 1972.
Russian edition. Ceptace, 1969.

__+ Secret of the Lost Race, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
German edition. Utopia, n.d.

+ Shadow Hawk, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English edition. Gollancz, 1971.
Arabic edition. Cairo, n.d.

. Sorceress of Witch World, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English edition. Gollancz, 1970.

. Star Born, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
German edition. Mog Ser. Terra, 1964,

. Star Gate, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English edition. Gollancz, 1970.

« Star Guard, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English edition. Gollanez, 1969.
Italian edition. Editrice Nord, 1972.
German edition. Utopia, n.d.

. Star Hunter, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
German edition. Terra Sonder, 1960.

. Star Man's Son, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English edition. Gollanez, 1968.
German edition. Moewig Bucher, n.d.
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Star Rangers, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English edition. Gollanez, 1968,

Steel Magic, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English edition. Hamilton, 1067.

Storm Over Warlock, by Andre Norton (pseud.)

CGerman edition. Terra Sonder, 1962.
Three Against Witeh World, by Andre Norton (pseud.)

English edition. Tandem, 1970.
Time Traders, by Andre Norton (pseud.)

German edition. Terra Sonder, 1964.
Uncharted Stars, by Andre Norton (pseud.)

L
e g e

German edition. Moewig Bueh, 1970.

Victory on Janus, by Andre Norton (pseud.)
English edition. Gollanez, 1967.

Warlock of the Witech World, by Andre Norton (pseud.)

English edition. Tandem, 1970.
Web of the Witch World, by Andre Norton (pseud.)

English edition. Tandem, 1970.
Witeh World, by Andre Norton (pseud.)

Brazilian edition. Mundo Diabolico, n.d.
Fnglish edition. Tandem, 1970.

X Factor, by Andre Norton (pseud.)

English edition. Gollanez, 1969.

Year of the Unicorn, by Andre Norton (pseud.)

English edition. Tandem, 1970.
Zero Stone, by Andre Norton (pseud.)

German edition. Moewig Buch, 1969, :
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