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“ Editor's Note: Andre Norton's is
. one of those rare names which
'r-ealfg need no introduction. She

1s, y common consent, cne of
the truly legendary authors of
Science Fiction and Fantasy In
our-—or any--time. BOOK-MART
has been bringing you a serial-

L1

By ANDRE NORTON

“To many collectors, the field of fantasy
fiction may be new, However, one need only
consult the prices listed in the catalogues
of -dealers specializing in this genre to
realize ' that . building such a collection
can be costly. Early books (amost dated inm
the 1950's) are quoted well into the two
and three figure class, mainly because then
the publication of such titles was largely
limited to the issues from small specialty

“houses which brought out first editions of

1500 copies or less, and sometimes never
reprinted on wany titles.

Even  the ephemeral paperbacks did not
publish large printings. It is even wmore
difficult to locat: these today when they
are in high desand--the first printings of
many titles are true prizes. Therefore,
hardback titles bearing the imprint of such
publishers as Gnume Press, or :rly Arkhas
House, arc selling to collectors who are
willing to pay up to a thousand dollars or
more. While paperbacks, such as the “D®
series of Ace (when the work of “name
riters), can bring near to fifty dollars
sking . price. Nost of these choice buys
e offered at the various science-fiction

ﬁca Pohle

Photo.by Rebe

ised version of her never-hefore-

-published book The Scribblin
Women, and last  rionth BOOK-

.MART reader (and Norton expert)
Richard Frahm commented on

this and on the "galactic" prices

her first editions were fetching
on the rare book market, Turn to 30

and fantasy conventions where dealers in
the field find eager customers,

However, we are not all collectors of
rare items. Some buyers are aore interested
in assesbling a personal library of books
to be read and reread for enjoyment, During
the past five years there has been a vast
upswing in the nusber of such books, and
the average reader may not be aware of
some titles vell worth buying—-since, unfor-
tunately, a paperback printing is apt to
vanish quickly within a wenth or so, while
the distribution by news agents tends to
be spotty and erratic. Titles, unless chos-
en for display, or advertized can be well
overlooked.

Each reader has his or her own tastes,
knowing best the type of book whizh answers
the need for enjoysent. Thus, thost mention-
ed in this article are werely ones I,
sysalf, have found of wvalue, vecause of
what I deen tu be good writing, vivid and

unusual plotting, tha ability to hold inter-

e3t to the last page.
The test of any work of fiction is how
deeply it ecan iapress the reader. Does it
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‘i’ alse  a "must" for those
- on, seeking” finds “of 'value which
solet'las turn up in.the Salvation Army
-A.stores. at ‘the ever present garage sales,
. er ”ipi rusmage sales for charitable pur=
_poses. So many ‘of the public know so little
Tabout the  value of Fantasy publications
that 'a voluse which amight be priced at
fron. five to ‘twenty-five dollars at a con-
.veation could well appear on the stands
‘wentioned for a dollar or less. Know your
_authors, titles, and "first edtions"--then
go looking.
wNow for the building of your own library
anong the moderns still easily obtainable.
¥hile it is a gasble as to which of these
lay turn out to be “ciassics" in the fut-

wre,  you will discover ther entertaining
v raadxng fbr the present.
o ‘There . are ' new writers  appearing every

year-—ls vell as new editions of past pop-
‘ular ones-“some of the latter are liamited
and beautifully lllustrated, seant from con-
ception to be collectors' fare. I shall
.ot attelpt to list the latter. In Or.

_Schlobxn st buok ,one can learn of Conan,
the uorks of Honrccck and Leiber--books
which have acquired prestiege for twenty
years or more., Then there are the well
chosen, reissued titles of an even earlier
period which have appeared in paperbacks
under the competent editorship of Linn Car~
ter. o

Those I shall wmen:ion and liszt are class-
ified under general subject matter so that
one can wake choices of samples of each
type. ’
- Humer is rare in the fantasy field, but
there are some writers who handle it expert-
ly. Aaong these is the old master, Sprague
.de, Camp.  Pushing now to the front are

BOOK NAKT Page

John  Jakey

Robtrt Asprin. Piers ' Anthony,
(af Kent Family fzzs). ;
Fantasy froa traditional plot sources is

Y4 now appearing im a such wider range than
5 ever before,

the writers venturing farther
outward in their . combing of mythric back-
grounds. Just as Robin MNcKinley can turn
to the well known fairy tales, familiar to
us all, and make entiresly new use of thes,
s0 can Thomzs Burnett Swann and Richard
Purtil sink themselves into the classical
past of Greece and Rose for inspiration.
Elizabeth Walton has chosen the rich
of Wales, while Poul Anderson, Vera Chap-
man, Gillan Bradshaw, and T. Warner Nuan
sined Arthurian saterial,

Recently there have appeared
books by Grania Davis, E. Hoffsan Price,
Eric Van Lustbrader, using Hindu, Chinese,
and Japansse lore, opening new vistas.

Animal stories have alwvays found avid
supporters. There have been recently the
poular fantasies of Richard Adams {English)
and William Horwood. Who ever thought that

lore

rabbits could be heroic? Or a colony of
idealistic moles triumph over dire evil?
Thare have been a rumber of excellent

books dealing with phases of straight aag-
ic. Randall Garnett has
cessfully wmerge fantasy
detective story in his
Elizabeth Boyer gives us the sorcerer's
inept apprentice from a new angle. Poul
Anduirson's magic is satter-of-fact, and the
adventures of John Bellairs' beleagured wiz-
ards rivet attenyion. ODiana Wynne Jones
and Phyllis Eisenstein use the actual, phys-
ically weavidng of spells to entrap a read-
er. While Lyden Hardy, in a recent novel,
carefully expands the Ffive traditional
Forus of sorcery as part of the background
of his action,

been able to suc-
with traditional
Lord Darcy books.

Some authors transpart chracters froa this:

world into others where magic is the
accepted nora. Stephen Donaldson, Joy
Chant, Brian Oaley, Robert Adass (Aseri-
can), lift their protagonists thus into
another space-*ime. But Katherine Kurtz,
Ursula Le Guin, Patricia McKillip, Ansen
Dibell and Ardath Mayhar sisply supply a

dreas world coaplete with cosplicated hist-
ories, mores and natives, lhen there are
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ng= the~-quest «in popularity is
ght sword and sorcery adventure,_

of Edgar Rice Burroughs and the
Conanrh tales ‘of Robert E. Howard. But as

the' hooks-fnf Gardner . Fox, Roland Gresen,
Davxd Kason. lichael Moorcock--and--well,
r:own chu:ces after you taste, enjoy
and uxshAtb'atrxde tIong (vicariously) with
suord Ane f;st.-*=-
'fantasya- has;i. ngcn “birth - recently to
filas; it'is part of the phenosenally popu-
lar. DUNGEONS * AND DRAGONS game. There is
‘. nthe Society for Creative Anachronisa gain-
- ;ing mesbers across the nation, wherein one
i fris giving scope to create one's own fantasy
char&cter in . one's person. A nusber of
; 'fan“ publlcatxuns (vhxch in turn become
célllctor:' soughtfor items) allow readers
to try thelr -hands at their own stories or
art nork. ‘Collections of fantasy art, by
‘hthe‘uny. .are ‘now vary popular entries into
““‘the book field and have enthusiastic buyers
 waiting for thes.
ji: - Certainly this form of writing may be
V“escape from the problems of our day --ias
'--f-so it is deplored by some-- but there are
nulhers of us who welcome the color, act-
1on,,_501¢txles the honest beauty, to be
found ‘in this particular product of the
!"imagination. Casual readers have become ser-
“ jous "collectors and the field is widening
a1l the time.” :

R

;':volune--throc books) -

i satlsfyxng 1readxng for. rouslng action are

MORE " CATALOBUE: oo

BOOKSELLER, '$12. N. Pala’ St., Turleck, CA
'Z:(ZOQ) 632-6984, Voluse XI, Nuaber
salcs by various booksell-

ntheny, 'Piefs--lagie of  Xanth

Asprin, ‘Robert--Another Fine Myth; Myth
- Conceptions

. De Camp, Sprague--Clocks of Iraz; Goblin

Towery Falible Fiend

Jakes, John--Mention My Name In Atlanris

Jones, Diana Nynne--Charazed Life

FAIRY TALES:

Boyer, Elizabeth--Elves and Otterskin
McKinley, Robin--Seauty; Door in Hedge
Pope, Elizabeth--The Perilous Gard

CLASSICAL SOURCES:

-Purtil, Richard--Golden Gryphon Feather

Swann, Thoras Burnett--Works

Williamson, Jack--Reign of Wizardy
CELTIC SOURCES:

Anderson, Poul--Broken Sword
Walton, Evangeline--Works

HINDU SOURCES:

Davis, Grania--Rainbow Annals

CHIMESE SOURCES:

Price, E. Hoffsan--Devil Wives of

(omnibus

Li

Foni

JAPANESE SOURCES:

Yan Lustbrader, Eric--Daji-San; Shallows
of Night; Sunset Warrior

ARTHUR AND CHARLEMAGNE:

. Anderson, Poul--Three Hearts and Threoe

Lions

Bradshav, Gillan--Yawk of May; Kingdoa
bf Sullcr

Contxnued on Page 31
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* by . one of the
Ieadmg bibliographers.
De Waal 1s, of -course,
“vthey rec.lpzent of prestigious John
“ H. Jenkins Award for the best
' work of bibliography published
. in the U.S. (1974) for his monu-
. mental World Bibliography of
“ Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson.
His 1980 companion volume The
_ International Sherlock Holmes
~has been reaping equal acco-
. lades,  and we have no doubt
that this pioneering entry into
"Reaganesque  bibliography will
‘eventually achieve a similar
'status.

s WP
.New Guldelmes
: We"z'e dehghted to

announce

"that Miss Norton has been in-
.spired to write the following
: exclusive article for ou: readers,

giving guidelines for the begin-
nmg SF&F collector, and hints
as to what you can buy now
which will become tommorrow's
valuable collectable.

Of course, we'll have more

of - Miss Norton's  Scribblin
Women for you, too--and soon.
...RWP
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.King Arthur's Daughter
er--Nerlin's Godson; Merlin's

Rxchird——iatérship Down; Shardik

; Haruood !:leaa--Dunctan Wood

t“'§W>V”'I E:'_—____‘_*'
STRAIGHI NAGIC.

g8 T A

& i'lt'

i lnderiun}'Podl--Operation Chaos
- Bellairs,” John—-Face in the Kist
Boyer, Elizabeth--Sword and Satchel
Eisenstein,  Phyllis--Born to Exile;
i Sorceress! Son
2% Garnett, Randall--Lord Darcy Investigates;
"Hurder and Magic; Too Hany Kurders

Hardy. Lydcn—-!aster of Five Magics
Janes. Dxana Hynne--Spell Coats
ch:zny. ]

"Zelazny, Roger--Changltng. Chronicles
‘oF Alber (Volumes I and II)

IRAISPORfin 10 OTHER WORLDS:

.;A y
R R P e
S Yis Sy

Adals, Robert--Castauays in Tiee
--Chant,’ Joy--Grey Mare of Morning;
{"Red Moon and Black Mountain: :
Daley, Brian--Dooufarers of Coramonde;
% Starfollowers of Carauonde o
Donaldson, Stephen-—lhe Lord Foul series
: 2 iy - A e

+QTHER MORLDS: P

N 2
Dxbell. Ansen--Pursuit of the Screamer;
;i 'Circle, Screscent, Star 0 R
i kuetz, Katharine——The Cilber—-Derynx o
T series iy g ,Q S

b
lu-------n---a-:n----c------------ua------- Al
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3

" g Everything related to Sherlock

Holmes and Arthur Conan Doyle
lALSO Miniatung Books 1" high
i ; or’ srhaller

QJOHN BENNETI SHAW, B.S.l.
" 1917 Fort Union Drive
~,"Fe, 'Ntw Mexlco 87501

.l!-l.-.---nn---:----‘.‘

{

i 173 "L" St. Turners Falls, MA 01376
E v :

(8

Le Guin, Ursula--Earthsea series
McKillip--Forgotten Beasts of Eld; Riddle-
master series ‘

OUR WORLD TRANSFORMED:

Adans, Robert--Horseclan tales (a growing
series) '

Koontz, Dean--Nightmare Journey

Lanier, Sterling--Herio's Journey

Simak, Clifford--Enchanted Pilgrinmage;
Fellowship of the Talissan

QUEST TALES:

Abbey, Lynn--Daughter of  the Hright
Moon; Black Flame

Diamond, G.R.-<The Haven Series

Duane, Diane--Door Into Fire

Lee, Tanith--Birthgrave series

Murphy, Shirley--Children of Yﬁsll;
Ring of Fire; Wolf Bell: Castle of
Hape;.Caves of Fire and Ice; Joining
of the Stone

ADVENTURE: Y

Fox, Gardner--The Kothar series; the
Elﬂih series T

Green, Roland--The Wandor series

Lieber, Fritz--The Fafhrd-Grey Mouser
series

Mason, David--Kevin series

Moorcock, Michael (has created a number
of different series, all of them exciting
reading.)

Permanent Wantsf
Pen-ansh:p -~ Handwriting -~ Graphology !

Any langquages, period, format: self- !
!1nstructors, copy-books, technical treat—i
jises, forgeries & disputed documents, pre- |
;1370 works by the writing wasters, bibli-
tagraphies by Nash, Heal et al. Also: WEST-
+ERN MEY CWGLANDIANA local histories, view
lbooks, trade catalogues, etc.  ASTRONOMY,
!SCIEICES MEDICINE, MAGIC, GAMBLING, HOAX-
LES, VENTRILOQUISNM.

*
STEVE FINER
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