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The Scnbblmg Women

FofMyMamol

g - Whose coﬂoclwn ol Victorisn novol.c first introduced
me to the work of the “Scribbling Women™ and without

whose aid this book could never have been written.

RoCSts A B

Emma Dorothy Eliza Nevitte Southworth did more than
eam a very comfortable and gentsel living with her pen -

TN

she mothered a type of writing which, in the hands of - .

shall we say - her “spiritual™ - great-grandaughters, was to
sp(i(htomlm both still widely popular.

. For the melodramas which flowed in steady waves of ink
Mmmmﬁnguswaumewoﬂlmasxofsol
bod\m-Gonc With The Wind historical novel, and the

3The piltared southemn masion, while not her personal
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By Andre Norton

“America is now wholly given over 10 a d. mob of
scribbling women, and | should have no chance of success
while public taste is occupied with their trash.

Hawthorne to Ticknor (1855)

a suppressed will, or the hidden bride rising to contront an
arant spouse. And though this plantation may vary in
favor of wild and rugged mountains or the saloons of fashion
able Washirdfton, or even a Scottish castie. the action
remains practically the same.

in her own e Emma, hersell, dlaved several of her
favorite roles. She was in turn, 2 half-orphan, misunderstood
and forlorn, a deseriad wife, and, last of all, a wealthy and
famous authoress queaening over a salon of celebritias in the
nation’s capital. In addition she also possessed the heritage
she was so fond of bestcwing upon her hapless hecoines,
she was the descendant of a notable “First Family”, maybe
not of Virginia, but of that siste. state almost as renowned,
Maryland.

She was the eldest daughter of the second family of
Captain Charles le Compte Nevitts, an importing merchant
of Alexandria, Virginia. Once wealthy, the Captain suffered

" severe losses during the War ¢f 1812 when he had placed

his fleet of ships at the service of the government, only 10
have them and his fortune swept away. In addition his army
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response 1o our readers’ requests for more on Ninetsenth
Century Women Writers (and Mrs. Southworth in particutar.)

adowed by as unfortunate a destiny as those she forced
upon her major characters. When she was no more than a
‘yaar oid she developed an eye infection which left her blind
until she was almost four. In’ addition she was not an

hm&mwmbwdnmdumbod,wmungmal
‘emotional shock. > iiast :
\ishcwuml.mduk.lnd lnhcrownwads. “shy,

- self; until .notwithstanding' a strong,. ardent, demonstrative
- tempetament | beumo cold, reserved nnd abstracted, even

Thi . muomom wn undoublodly uusod. or at leasx

OwbmlbnuﬁMchvfwhomhommhousM
any visitors made much. Emma w as deeply jealous of
, and ber faniily contacts became limited to bet grand-
-=_mother, Mrs.. Dorothy . Wailes, and the company of the
Fw,mUrdoBiws.deuwmu.strm
raﬁqlousboﬁchlndivomlhcomensholearr\od
of old family lore, ghost stories, and legends of
hcum;dc.Omthwu\ddmlym;oyod

h-anknnSLMW:.Mary

retary 10 Daniel  Wabster, But after
3 school, and\uhunEmmawu»

mwm-du--foa.

* Zattractive child in either features or manners, and both imagh - .
native and sensitive beyond her years. The death of her.
* 22w hather In 1823,{made doubly melodramatic by her baptism -

“awkward, and unattractive. ...Year after year from my eighth

\---J:a;ixmcnthyculqumclondy.nmodmnlnmmy- z

. greatly ‘aggravated, by the character. of her only full sister -

pluunwub\ltlnmklwhmwﬁsmwhmk--
not only at home lashington, but also on the plantations -

:Wm-nmmmh&wnu““om
period

Nevitte of Georgetown, left Washington on the Philadelphia
stage. He never reached the port, nor was he ever heard
from again, in spite of family and police etforts to race him.

By the ume she was sixteen her education was considered
complete. She graduated from her steptather’s school and
took up her own teaching career. And in 1840 she married
Frederick S. Southworth of Utica, described. perhaps

-charitably as an inventor. The couple moved west to
- .Wisconsin.

Whatever Mr. Southworth invented, he was not success:
ful. In fact, Emma’s husband and his activities are mysteries
over which she herself threw much veiling cover. Her
account of the following few years is extremely hazy. For
Emma was a lady of her day, and domestic ditficulties were
never then publicly aiwed. But it is apparent that, trom the

" first, Mrs. Southworth was required to contribute to the

family support, for there are records of her teaching in
Plattville, Wisconsin.
In 1844 she returned to Washington with two children,

.+ Raymond and Charlotte Emma. The evidence, scanty as it is,

points to the conclusion that Mr. Southworth was anim
practical gentleman who lived on his wife’'s earnings and
finally departed to greener pastures - perhaps California.
The bitter scenes in The Bridal Eve and Ishmael which treat
in detail the fate of wives cursed by such husbands may be,
and probably were, written from her own knowledge of the
straits to which a woman in this position could be reduced.

References made by Fer in 1855 to “supporting a ‘amily

" of five” suggest that, aiter her success as a writer was

secure, Mr. Southworth returned, to become a drain on her
finances. But it is not certain that they ever lived together
again and he died in Europe at the beginming of the le
War.

Returning to Washington as she says, “a widow in fate,
but not in fact” she gave such an impression of re
spectability (something of a feat in the days when separation
and divorce were the Ceepest of social sins) that Reverend
William Matthews and other leaders in the community used
influence to have her appointed assistant teacher in the
Fourth District school. For the salary of two hundred and
fitty dollars a year she taught for three years and then was
assigned as assistant in the girls’ grammar department.

.+ And in 1848 she became the principal of the new Primary

Department, turning over two rooms on tha first floor of her
home for the use of the school. Kure she taught eighty
pupils at one tme, pufting into precuce methods of her
own for whith she is stll remembered in he history of
Washington 5 But her pay i to be pitifully
small, and it was increasingly ditficult, as her own children

e.n-qmw fearless ex- vy grew older, 10 make ends meet. There was one auxiliary

school teaching which could be followed in moments of
Mwmma—m




ber mind 16 spill out for prin s et
second 'story, " The - Wife's "Victory. was taken by Dr.
’Garmli-l Bailey of the National Era.' And Dr. Bailey became
noxenlyhu'd) , but a valued friend. At his home she was
_huoducodiolhonh-qu knight of the’ Abolition forces,”
John Greenleaf Whittier, and made such an impression upon
‘the Quaker poet that he suggested to Ba‘lq her engage-
mn”ouwook)vconmbuﬂorx 3 5
-But-Emma ‘was not, subconsciously, umﬁod with the *
.limited szope of the short story form. She began a novelette
for the Era, Sybil Brotherton, only to discover that she could
.ot artisticzily conclude it within the agreed upon space.
-1t was bringing ber tsn dollars a column and she began
;1 to fear that the editor might believe that she was guilty of
-padding for. this reason alone., However, Dr. Bailey called
pon her atter school only to assure her that she was doing

Having tasted ,the' freedom of plot-action allowed in the -
novel, she now ambitiously embarked on one she intended "
B fromxhebeg-mng lobcacomplelobook and not yustm
A ‘And her instinctive belie! in her
mwwﬁummnww + agrative proved right.®
Retribution was first printed as a serial in the Era in 1849, It |
hadbmwrmmnhuschoolhammw!chodmumnad:

g .editor of the Era, con- |

powuolducnpmwwdlhomunbovmded
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ht to continue it to what she believed the proper length. -
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The;result /84 continued .writing

Their ac- Udmwmmhnwwbam.ri-m»Mwusmm
WMIM,WNI.MM medicine, worked in the hospitals, and in May, 1864, her
daughter married Union Captain James Valentine Lawrence.
“b * The coming of peace brought 8 new form of social life
dwakwunoiwnducmn which Emma Southworth thoroughly enjoyed. The literary
S:healty. and Mrs." Southworth’s began to fail! In 1850 she  society of the capital gathered at her home every Friday for
Mmalummrn Shannondale Springs, Virginia, hoping  “conversations”, Whittier was often her guest and she dis-
hﬂndlhomwholmv-h- needed. The result was  cussed with him the plot of her own favorite, /shmael,
another novel, Sh ‘which of the spa  saying aherwards that to his criticism she felt the book
hailed with considerable joy, knowing that it would bring  owed much of its success. During the Christmas seasons
them a larger quota of mhloﬂowmovwwm she began to hold receptions for the literati, assisted by her
3 wmmmwaydluwdmd- o half-sister Mrs. Baden, also a writer.

in of troublo ‘continued il health she She moved north to Yonkers in 1876 and lived there for
oood:r:o h«.:mbw.cn:ru of pouring out :amup;: fifteen years. But in 1890 she returned to Prospect Cortage.
the Post_from 1849 t.1857. Finally her over.vorked eyes  Although she was now seventy and had almost thuty years
vbooanw!ﬂmdhumndibonwumphaudbyam of steady literary effort behind her, she was as tie 10 her
plete breakdown in 1855., desk as ever. Now she used the typewriter, teaching her
$She always. belleved Wat 2 fom bond of friendship  Self the mastery of the keyboard. And it is to hev inventive
Isted between her readers and her, so from time to time mind that modern writers owe the manuscript box envelope
she sents them' messages to be printed in the weeklies for mailing, though this discovery was later patented by
which carried her fiction. Now she was to inform them of  Others. For four days a week she worked methodically,
her sutferings and beg  their indulgence for her enforced : 3ending the finished manuscript by Uncle Aleck, her old
In these five years of overwhelming labor she had  Servant, to the post office every Friday afternoon. Her last
eleven volumes, among lh.m her most WW two books, The Incarnate Fiend and An Angel Unawares
. popular’ novels. And that this Wwere naver published.
csme long years befcre the uso of lhc typewriter and with- S‘ho died on June 30, 1899, amd she: had st altoyether
‘ the aid of a secretary, it s a ',“ o ulound any ‘modarn v _outlived her public for inexpensive editions of her novels
* continued to be issued by reprint houses well into the next
: $In 1857 the seal of complou IWWll was put upon her  Century. And for certain qualities she can bear re examina.
popularity - she had amived! For in this year she was en- . .UO0 even today.
gaged to write exclusively for .the New York Ledger. No . 3
. ; other accolade could mean more to the popular fiction writer I \:“ :» m:c?w:'wp;:. ik Mu::: m :’v:::‘";o:(;
"ol the perlod. Various figures have since been quotsd on her . - it g not uncommon 1o find in her books footnotes ex-
aisured - mﬁ:.m:;mm‘:“ “m‘m ;‘: = plaining such passages with the simple statement, “a facL”
thousand thousa Her characters, 100, she insisted were often drawn from
minimum gave her a1 income far beyond the dreams. of the . . 145 and acquaintances. And she once had an experience
. hot unlike Trollope’s when he was led to kill off the re-
. 2 : -doubtable Mrs. Proudie after hearing her discussed at his
e Umww:qmmdmbommdhAmnbc. I club. For, having used a friend as model for the hero of a
the novels of Dickens; Trollope, and their lesser followers serial in the Ledger, Emma heard the gentleman criticize her
ware blithely published without payment to the authors on character bitterly, not realizing that he. himself, was the
* this shors, American authors sufferod after the same fashion  Origin of the creature. Emma laughingly vowed. W have
"' from English thefts of their work.'In 1859 Mrs. Southworth ~ the gentleman shot in the next issue of the paper.” She
;mbdluﬂigbndmtyb’mmmdlumeml kept her promise, having to introduce in the new instail
fof the thousands ot hac books which had bee issued thers,. - Ment another hero 1o preserve the continuity of the tale.
Financially the trip was a failure, but again she came home The backgrounds for most of her stories are patterned on
with # budget- of-material she was -able to draw upon for .~ those of Mrs. Radcliffe’s Gothic school - a mediey of dark,
years. In addition she had.moved in' British literary circles wild landscapes, steep mountain roads, uld, old houses, and,
and Mrs. Stowe had equipped ‘her with an introduction to' “®lthough they are in the main supposed to be located in
Lady Byron which had made her a lifelon) friend and the Blue Ridge section of Virginia, these possess little kin-
Wmh.“mamw'mmw ship to the natural American scene. Her lavishly described
plantation homes are also too good to be true. And under
the power of her pen pre-War Washington was raised from
a provincial city just beginning to climb out of the raw mud
d its building to the state of almost royal polish.
Emoﬂon."y her created world was also hrn-v than life.
. Self- is with Her
_wklfu maidens lﬂd luulmn wives are all forgiving and

i%?
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X the overseer, a situation which again ends in
“violent death. In The Bnde’s Dowwy, we ae told of the
phnudmmwhohmddmbthmlrnmm
children; SF4 Nt w2 o

"Notonlfdndﬂnuohndmﬂmolshv«y\mntov

plolmntoml but she was the first American writer to por-

7 mwnwkaawcumnmmwhchuumdlmmg

the slaves thy the vast gulf b field hands and
house servants: And this caste system was also referred to
for action. The Christmas festivities, revival meetings, coon
hunting, tall tales of the slaves, are woven throughout her
books to lighten the melodramatic action. Her years of
listening at kitchen hearths wers 1ot wasted.

Of courss, true to her era, the moral is dangled con-
stantly bafore her readers, and she can rightly te accused
of didacticism, which was the curse of the fiction of her
period. But with the use of strict moralizing asides she was

+ sarnestly following the deep belief that fiction must elevate

* or it had no right to bs. Pure amusement was still asso-
ciated with sin,

To lighten such spates of serious head-shaking she
introduces sonya humor - almost entirely pr.sided by her
minor or Negro characters. But it is always gently refined
humor, eminently suitable for a book by a lady, and it is in
the form of exaggerated dialogue, or the long since dis-
carded style of the misspellings and twisted words used by
an uneducated individual.

Not only did she strive to introduce humor in the cattern
of dialogue, but she tried also for realism and interest by the
same means. In her iater books even her didactic ideas
spout from the mouths of her characters rather than appear
in self-conscious asides.

And she attempted a wide range of idiom - seldom
successfully. We fird her reporting in garbled words the
conversation of lov.er class Scottish, German, Irish, Jewish
immigrants and servants, in addition to the homely (and
_much more natural) speech of American country people, old
ladies, and children. Her worst point is the total lack of re-
staint, the overabundance of “color” gives to the longer

3 humor not intended.

. Her plotting ability was her strongest tool, but even this

_failed har during the long stream of hastily written books.
Having found a certain situstion effective once, she tended
to use it again and again. Brides changed just tefore they
reazhed the altar, secret marriages, bigamy, innocent men
accused of murder, appear over and over. And not only
situations but types of characters and even names are re-
peatad from book to book.

But her meticulous descriptions of druss, of manners in
polite society, of moral codes, can be read with profit by
the mode’ 1 researcher 10 gain a picture of social life of the
period from 1830 to 1850, perhaps not exactly as it was,
but as the highest standards of taste sxpected and hoped it
would ba.

At any rate Emma Southworth knew how to “give the
ladies what they want”, The Hidden Hand, published serially
in the Ledger, was said 1o be the most popular work that
tnat epitome of public taste ever printed. Forty different
versinns of it played the theaters here and abroad. At one
time three dilferent plays made from the novel were running
simuhaneously in London. The book was reprinted in 1885
for the third time, twenty-fou- years after its first appearance.

Her total serial publicatior, was fifty books, written in the:

- forty years from hev first in 1846 to her last new novel, Deed .
_ Without A Naime in 1888, "

s
publication wers her




A3k vigorously for the rights
Fiet4 ballot box (she was violently opposed to the demands made
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books read as lf while she wrots
some play being acted before her

re illuminating. And she spoke up
{ women - not for their uss of the

e by the:‘emancipated fernales”), but for their relief from

actual wrongs, painting oyt with all xh. tury o( a chklm the

.vicious inequalities of certain laws.

nbthhlpofeconomcn»d,

nha might have occupied|a larger niche in American literary

history. But Mrs. ED.EN

 for thosa who seek out

* The Bride’s Ordeal _,.

Southworth may still have charms
her now battered - and very hard to
sion she leaves is that hers was a

ordts:ovuodhumﬁdd
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- ‘Wood, James Playsted  Magazines in the Urvied Siate

N SwnWm-r

Stokes, Oiiva E. Pheips  Lefters and Memovies of Sussn and
Anna Bartiett V. 'wr o

Warner, AB. Susan Warner
Mrs. Southworth:

Buyle, Regis Louise Mrs ED.EN Southworth, Novelst
Mary J. Holmes:

Martin, Charlotte The Story of Brockport For One
- Elizabeth Hundred Yes:, 18251929
Augusta Evans Wison

Fidk s, William Perry Augusta Evans Wilson

Magazine and Newspaper articies
Ladies Home Journa!, January 1888

McCray, Florence; Mary J. Holmes
Century, October 1890

Cone, Helen Gray; Women i American Litecature
Ladies Home Journal, June 1892

De Lean, 7.C., Mrs. Augusta Evans Wiison
Brockport Newspaper clippings (Mary J. Holmes)

An Author at Her Home

Brockport Friends Plannung Fiora! wa 10 Mrs. Holmes
w2 Mary Jane Hoimes

" Funeral of Mrs. Holmes

In compiling material for a work of this nature the writer
has to depend on the assistance of others in pathering
sources. And | wish 1o take this opportunity 10 express my
appreciation for the kind aid of the following:

Libraries and Librarians:

The Cieveland Public Library

M. Richard G. Hensley, Chief Librarian, Division of

Reference and Research

Mr. Eamon E. McDonough, General Referance

Miss Gladys R. White, Codman Square Branch

Al of the Boston Public Library

Miss Lilly S. Abbott, Reference Librarian Salem

Public Utvary, Salem Mass.
Mrs. Florence F. Coliec, Lizrava. Seymour Library,
Brockport, N.Y.
Miss Elsie Hooker, Librarian, Merrick Public Library,
Brookfield, Mass.
For their persoml memories and biographical detils con
cermning Mrs. Mary Jane Holmes:

Mrs. F. Arnold Manning

Mrs. Gifford Morgan

Mrs. Helen W. Dobson

D.M. Towsr, President of State Teachers’ College

All of Brockport, N.Y

Mrs. G.F. Latimer of Wikinsburg, Pa

Mrs. Earl R Smith of Albany, N.Y.

Mrs. Frederick Burnes of Moristown, N.Y

" "With special thanks to:

,
Mrs. M.H. Cannon of Waldwick, N.J., for the use of her
fits 01 contemporary Ninetsenth Century clippings.
And 10
Mr  Hermon Pitcher of Jacksonville, Fla., who so
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Apxil, June: 1969 Fobfucrv.
Horizon ¥4969:Autumn:™4970
... Ungiazed China (Country) J. \
= Boet Cattle, R, Snopp:4939, {

' Saints : Strangers: G. Williams
. Ciitzen Satiors: W, Kreh, DJ, A9
"Mo‘&Abbofx BLenans
Satari South America: C. Wod
Tropical Frontier: P, Record,
. Southeastem Mexico -7

. DU, lus. zsm."’- £
mun;mim.snm

necican Book Cohcw-aﬂomm $19.95
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“Thig blurb s fact. .o
5 owhi::'ﬂmhhﬁmamnlodmonohlotvnoodod
directory that highlights dealers in me, antiquarian, used
d out-of-print books..."
lf ever su”" 3 directory were noeded by booksellers and
now whan times are tough. The directory
) 450 specialties, by address and phone
188 references them by specialities.
e 1o receive catalogues and prices realized,
st of new specialities, to locate sources for
Juire, are just some of the obvious reasons
can bo an invaluable research and marketing

‘\“ stock yor
" the Du'o'
tool, .
Boolu Ilas are listed fully, alphabetically, their up-tow:
specialites italicized. Then they are all cross-eferenced
under their specialties. Cross-refarencing covers nearly 200
pages; the alphabotical portion runs 151 pages. Categories
;, -run from Adirondacks and adventure to Wyoming. N
;,‘, _Finally, the listings are as up-to-date as modern publishing
’methods can make them; type was set within 36 hours of
et “receipt of tha last listing, late in January. Compiled by
humans however earnest, it cannot be said to be etror-
“free, but it has all the earmarks of' being painstakingly

i~ prepared. E o
,' o 5 T

CALENDAR.

0e —October 18, 16. 17: Antiquanan Book Fair sponsored
¥ by the New Haven Colony Historical Society. Info:
‘NHCHS, 414 Wnney Ave., New Haven, Conn. 06541,
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6178 BOSTON INTERNATIONAL BOOK
" FAIR,"Copley Plaza Hotel, Boston, Mass., by New
England Chapter ABAA.

gMatzkin, Photographer:
2301 Spruce St. Phlia.19103/732-0872
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. . URGENTLY WANT
=7 COMPLETE SET OF E. BENZIT
DICTIONARY OF PAINTERS, SCULPTERS
- 777" AND ENGRAVERS
# 7 o UPRINT IS IN FRENCH
>~ ANY YEAR PUBLICATION
Yt iy C-EULETTE -, o
’:“’T B553 W. North Avenue
' Chicago, Ilfinols 80839
©3124637-7878
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