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llii.s ‘?» a continuation of
but " unpublished book by
antasy - fiction - writer

ister and ‘a cousin who
-of - thoir:.xilc. She'
-French  and .music. And
o keep up her own stud-

ed on each in decorative 0ld English
script was the name of a city, a country,
a state, or a personage. This was o be
studied thoroughly with all referrnces
tracked down. It might be "Richard the
First," to include "warriors of his
reign,™ "learned men," Mevents," etc.

In spite of their poverty and the crude-
ness of their new surroundings the entire
Warner. family
atmosphere of learning and books. Friends

continued to live in an

reported years later that they would sit
at the breakfast table for hours--talking
of some subject,
one after to prove some
until the dishes were banished and the
table covered with volumes.

Susan became so obsessed with the necess-
ity for research, so governed by her metic-
ulous desire for absolute truth, that in
later could hardly
direct assertion out of her. She was de-

fetching reference bocks

another point,

years one force a

- tersined on unwavering correctness. It is

this husorless, dutiful, searching ap-

_ proach to life which plunged her at last

into' the center of emotional religious
experience.
" A-"snub from an associate of earlier
days hurt’ her so deeply that she turned
isearch for the prosise of another life
b;g&‘.ﬂl_qu vealth and forfeited social

would’ mot,matter.’ And, wvith that
S :
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went to New York-
2 lnving the 'women alone on
It vas in these dark, lonely
ays thnt ‘Anne’ Warner suggested they devel-
op: one of " their ‘childhood - games into a
c reial’ pr-duct which might be sold to
‘bring them - in the undod ready cash for
- supplies’ of food, candles,. and ‘clothing.
The game,” based on natural history, was
christened - "Robinson Crusoe's Farsyard."
Anne, ‘tied to the couch in the big living
roos by illneu for most ‘of the winter,
-worked with the -books her sister brought
her, the gxrh choosing the proper animals
together. “cro were twenty-four cards in
" the:.pack, “tame and wild anisals mixed,
" and these were painted by hand--their own
. cat skrving as one of their models. Their
father brought thes "the necossary white
cardboard from MNew York. Each card con-
tained questions which were answered in a
snall uccompanying book.
©. Henry Warner . offered the finished
“prodvet in New York and it was purchased
by Ceorge Putmas. The girls were to color

the cards at so such a sheet to add to ~

their meage~ earnings.

Vhis offer arrived at a dark soment.
The Jaw suit so long a burden had been
settled against the Warmers and they were
e gllbﬁ-ing fanily treasufes which must be
sold" to satisfy the clais when the cases
of cards arrived. That evening the sisters
sat dowa im a stripped room, barren of
many "loved heirlooss, to paimt cards. For
a year and a balf they continued this
ork, adding taeir bit to the fasily funds.
lugv‘ it was. during this same busy winter
usan hgu writing waht was to be
he Wide, Illl. Vorld. A-

evening when Aunt Fanny said suddenly:

“Sue, I believe if you would try, you
could write a story."

And as Susan VWarner put away teacups
the Ffirst glisser of plot crossed her
mind--the picture of a child tossed out
on the world.

Religion was the keynote of the
book--its whole atmorphere vas esotionally
pious. As Anne tells us:

"It was written .n closest reliance upon
God: for thoughts, for power, and for
words. Not the mere vague wish to write a
book that should do service to her Master:
but a vivid, constant looking to hie for
guidance and help: The worker and the
work both laid husbly at the Lord's feet.
In that sense the book was written upon
her knees; and the Llord's blessing has
followed it, down to this day."

In New England at this date the sorbid
beliefs of the Puritan had either been
distilled into a seeking liberaliss as
typified by the circles in which the Al-
cotts, Emerson and the Concord philosoph-
ers moved, or turned into the highly emot.-
+1al channels feeding upon the "revivals.”
Sisan Warner was too reticent to be given
32 outlet by the "revival," but she was
not attracted either by the liberalism of
the transcendentalists. Her beliefs, as
expressed in her books, wsre tinged with
the gloominess of the older day.

On the other hand, apart from the high'y
esotional attitude toward religious sud
jects, she gave in her writing pictures
of contemporary life which are still ar-
resting, drawing upon the backrounds furn-
ished by the old Warner New England prop-
erties and the New York she had known as
a girl.

As she worked Anne and Aunt Fanny read
the manuscript, though never quite to the
point of her daily stint. And it was Anne
who nased the took which took little over
a year to writ.

The wmanuscript was speedily roturned
from Carters with no explanation. And the
cosment scrawled upon its first page by a
Harper's reader--"Fudge?--vas husiliating.
But Nenry Warner continued to offer it to

:publisher after publisher. George Putnas,

iving it im .turn, took it home over
it to'his mother to
»2
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for the best essay on fenale patri-

ne e:lhd The Ladias' Mreath. And
arner took up her pea to compete.
.When  the ‘news of acceptance of The Wide,
- Wide World came from Putnas's, Susan was
hhlly‘iynonnt as to the mechanics of
proof 1 reading.. The Putnan fasily knowing
of . the isolated life of the'Warner island,
xuggut d. that - she comé to New York and
spend -some, weeks with thes, correcting
proof-——since. the mails were uncertain and
"-_tiu uu'cueuthl Together Susan and
Anne painshlingly copied the list of cor-
rections . for proof:- out of an old encyclo-
pedia, and Susan ventured out into the
world as an authoress.
" For ‘three weeks in Septeaber and October
of 1850 she . lived with the Putnass, cor-
‘recting.  the proof. . It becase her
custom—and later a set pattern of
life--to rise early in the wmorning and
correct’ ten. pages or smore before break-
 Fast. Since it -was still considered not
‘quite in the best of taste for a wellborn
'young' lady ‘to write for puolication, she
used as .2. pen nane that of her grand-
-othcr, Elizabeth Wetherall. (While Anne,
in " ber own literary efforts later used
that of their other grandsother, Aay Lath-
rop.) "
The book was issued on Decesber 12,
1850, and within -three months had sold
fifteen hundred copies.- Within two years
-it had gone into fourteen editions. 1t
_was just what the reading public wanted:
religicn, sentisment, and an Aserican scene
 ‘contrasted with elegant Scottish social
fels o
The New York Times trumpeted: “One book
: this is not produced in an age." And
case the first. best seller in the
F Aur!c_u fiction.

eventually- published in a.

X ved fros the ordinary sortals one
et in daily 1life). The Wide, Wide World

“was the history of the education of such

a maiden, how she could be forced inte
the pattern of perfection, the sold de-
sired by her elders--taught the virtues
of resignation, suffering, loving kind-
ness, faith and charity.

Of course there were those who remained
stubbornly set against the perfection of
Ellen Montgomery. After the issue of the
book in England, Lord Frederick Hamilton
described it somewhat snappishly as being
about "a tiresome little girl nased Ellen
Montgomery, who apparently divided aer
time between reading her pocket Bible and
indulging in paroxysss of tears.”

And the London Review of 1853 stated
that it was "too emotional for children.”

But such dissenters were few. On the
other hand we have "Incomparable work,
read with the most heartfelt syspathy and
delight" or "Almost faultless excellence
of The Wide, Wide World." Those critics
liked tears.

For Susan Warmer's productions were
teary, the salt streams flowed across the
pages in endless waves. Her readers loved
it. And according to the Christian Review
she succeeded "better than any other writ-
er 1n our language in smaking religious
sentiment appear natural and attractive,
in a story that possesses the interest of
a romance.” Romances were bud--The Wide,
Wide World was entirely pure and good.

The fortunes of the Warner family had
reached a very low ebb in the month preced-
ing the publication of Susan's work of
art. Against all her instincts and desires
she was about to try for a position as
governess. Rut writing had already become
so such a par: of her that she had started

“Queechy, finishing the first chapter be-

fore the firwt of Decesber. Good news
case on Decesber seventh--she had won Mrs.
Sigourney's prize and could now buy the
winter cloaks and hats for all three Warn-
er ladies. -
And on Decesber seventeenth Henry Warner 3
returned fros a New York trip with lh(:
author's copies of The Wide, ¥ide WorldX
in his luggage. Susan's Christmas gift ko:
Anne this year was one of these priuo,.‘.'

Continued on Page 25




" appropriately enough

s printed in The Evening
Clrul:h. and Tie Liter-

lut one could not eat reviews, however
laudatory--nor burn thes for work candles.
Ana thers was no cash in the winter-darken-
- ed "island hose. The sisters, when they

vanted to read their Jork to each cther
i in th._c'nnhgl. were forced to depend
unsteady light furnished by a

r upon the
saucer of

strip ‘of rag esbedded in a

. lard. It was not until later that Henry
3 Narner wade one of his periodic visits
3 home, . bringing food and other sup-

plies--and the new one-volume edition of
The ¥ide, Wide Worls brave with gilt.

February tuenty-second found the last
of the first edition sold. And by now the
book had become “so popular that, it being
tesporarily out of print, those shops
still fortunate enough to have one or two
copies left raised the price to two dol-
lars and a quarter, or two dollars and a
half.

That was all very well but Susan herself
had not yet received any of the money her
work had earned. And she had no idea of
vhether ' the book was a success or not.,
_Undecided about the future she wrote
. George Putnam a frank letter, asking wheth-
[ er or not he deemed it well for her to
[ continue her literary efforts or to turn
: to the needle for support. His reply was
I

that the book was mow selling well in the
second edition and that "sany have chosen
the pen with less warrant and encourage-
sent.®

Now the wmoney case. While
vas banked against a future
for the rest of their lives never quite
"trusted to e bright, sose went for a
piano, the black sili dresses which rare
“thes the badie of lhe respectable lady,
and for riding habits and a wount. Cace,
before, they had planned a course of
;but the island; mow . they were
i th

sost of it
the ¥arners

* EVELYN WAUGCH
H.B.Thomsen, 1500 Stardust, Colo. Spgs,. CO 80006

by appointment 516 7688602

MYSTERY, DETECTIVE
SCIENCE FICTION
RARE! RARER!! RAREST:""
Bought and sola
PAULETTE GREENE, BOOKS

140 PRINCETON ROAD
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, N.Y 11970

—catalogues issuns

o<t ONE- _ NORE . CAHTALOGUE-~<onv=i]

GEORGE E. NILKLY, 20% SW Second Jour',
Pospano Beach, FL 33060: (.: "
natural  history, Ffishing ¢
319 itess.

PENNSYLVANIA WANTED

PRE-1940 PENNSYLVANIA HISTORY AND
MEMORABILIA OF LOCAL INTERES]
Books, mapa, documents, photographs, prints et
Please quote for resale and describe condinon
BOB GODSHALL

Box 207M Fahview Village. PA 19409

Used O-P Boos-
1840 s 1o “resent
For kst - stamp 10
Gary White - Books
1520 12th St
Highland, . 82249

Quote any scholarly Fish, Amphibians
Reptiles, Venoms, Birds, Mammals
or Molluscs any language;
wraps OK if over 100 p
State & Country Faunas especially desiry;

DONALD E. HAHN
Box 1004, Cottonwood, AZ 86326

.rly dreas cose into

WANTED:

OP :.ngling, archery 1alconty shontie
related, Notable Britsh Tra, 12 Tr, ypr 1 1
Foote. S M. Ellis 1 ovns Rheadt

Q's answered -
FAIR PRICES PAID! o

PISCES & CATRICORN EQOKS
$44 Unden Ave. Alblon Mich. 49224

1 waterton

SZ A4 L4YK ¥ 0a

{




