young adult

NO NIGHT WITHOUT ST
New York: A theneum /A
Book. 1975, $6.95,
ISBN - 0-689-50033

ARS by Andre Norton
Margaret K. p cllderry
246 pp.
-5 LC: 75-6948

Norton provides g highly readable v
of her most Popular themes in No Night

In a (Icvastutcd, primitive world of I
teen-aged wanderers come together, §
apprentice smith in g Nomadic pl
fathers death, whereupon his uncl
post of Master Metalsmitl) §
inherit. Too proud to aceept this, Sander leaves on g
quest to seek the logt knowledge of the Before People
in working metals. Along the Coast he meetg Fanyi, 2
young Shaman of fishing village which has just been
destroyed by slavers. The two band together for mu-
tual support as they search for a ruineg city of the an-
cients, where Sander hopes to find the secret of the
lost metals ang Fanyi sceks a4 means for vengeance
against those who Killed her people,

The two journey from one menace
Towering ruing threaten to engulf them ip crumbling
masonry. Giant Mutated monsters hunt them, Monp-
keylike creatures seek to sacrifice them to g hideous
being. Suspicious tribes attempt to by their way .
Norton unifics these mini-udvcnlurcs, showing how
ach event modifies the youths’ gloof

attitudes ang
brings them closer to a real partnership. This temper-
g proves its value when they finally reach their goal

ariant on one
without Stars,
1¢ future, twe
ander wag an
ains tribe until his
€ Was named to the
ander hag expected to

to another.
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and find it under the psionic cont‘if’\zeo(l),- kil ther
(cyborg?) brain determined to cnb‘;},.lt it.
The talents of both are needed to. (IL. giu cha

Sander angd [‘anyi are both [)CII.L‘Vd” gander
are their likeable animal compum()'“;‘]ounl und‘ .
a giant “koyot» that servesas h()lh'l‘:e fishers, L]ab
dog, and Fanyi’s two large (')t'wr-l.].tting (prCSL'erPG)
Kayi, the group’s scouts. The SC asily be Eure
North America, though it could as Lfons are cx?thO"
is colorful ang intriguing. The snlllill\gz) Night W!
leading to 4 suspenseful climax. naiiy oF
Stars is more tightly written than ;uc he
recent novels, and it is 4 Plt‘asurg lOrhcputa [
the quality that won her her eml.}-l'hly ob
MOst popular author (except possi
lein) of young adult sf.
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.
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This novel is in many l‘L‘Sl)CCtS,“_“qL(;l,)]d 952). 1
ton’s first-publishe sf, Star Man's I a giant I"f‘u ure
also featured o teen-aged outcast lelh ; “ruine as @
banion, making their way throug the animal = an
world filled witp monsters. There had no ]o(lCl'“
Puma-sized Siamese cat, and the boiyzldds a 075, In
partner, The briskly cfficient ]"i”_],y lot for ,(i Qv
touch or feminine cquality to thL,p] 'mnihlli‘“‘nu
the carljer novel the disaster that .“fl\jvzl‘r a "C“S.O witll.
ilization wys specified as an ulonju\-l oarly 2«;tr0”5
brediction for the Cold Wul'-b_‘"““?vo,. the 1110‘_‘i. 10!
radioactive mutations rcsponsnblt‘s the d 1511516]\[(; are
changes. In No Night without St_a,' though l ' (’001:
attributed to any known sol”'}‘-'\,.d by mall ® jorc
hints at g Natural catastrophe ”‘%’5‘;‘1; palance ‘_‘}705'
ish Upsetting of the Earth’s CCO]O‘%’W;gcious mic
trendy rationale for the ecology-cons
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fr‘)/l\ll]};l'llllb}'m-}-/- (hat has Star Man’s Son (still in print
wi“‘ﬂut‘ ng"—’L‘l.ll Brace) may not really need No Night
teading : dlns. but both versions of the story are good
them th':ltn;\] [_|_1L‘I'L: are cngugh LJIHL‘I’L‘I]CCS between
botl, (‘:’l't'l'()l]lon s many fans will pl'ol?uhly demand
the other. ainly no library should be without one o1

l'rederick Patren

Children

THE 1y .
h V"/),“[«AVEN LY HOST iy Isaac Asimov. [lustrated
'(.“.())';”[”l"l Colonna
o York: Walker. 1975, $5.95, 8 ros: 7-10
ISpay. Ok Walker. 1975, $5.90, 8O pp. Ages:
B, 0-8027-6226-3 LC: 75-16515

y_otlllllllzngiﬁtrl.uh hiis mother, 4 “planctary inspcctor,“
Arth for t(l \l‘”,‘ l?t‘rodm passes up o ch.zlncc to go Lo
nds o Ak (\l”'lstl]xﬂus season to be with her as she
Erowing 1, ”i!'rson 'wo, a planct with a small but
Come {q siljlhdn settlement. [nspector .Dcrodm has
s g | Lmn’v“ the papers which will certily the planct
ang ]"Ck‘t(i ”"W()l‘.ld. As she is tx\cd up in conferences
Wanderg a n.{”h with the planet's oflicials, Jonathan
Perimete, way from Base and into the barren, rocky
(knol\:vtyl)l ion‘clthun meets one of the native creatures
Nameg yc(l)h}a‘}lmans as the “Wheels”), a youngster
Cate tole ﬂﬁ%'- they discover that they can communi-
10f ﬂwut-é Heally. The settlers onAn.(Icrson I'wo are

' that (he Wheels are intelligent creatures,

and there is an active campaign to destroy them
spearhcaded by Councilman Caradoc, as onc-dimen-
sional a villain as you could ever hope to meet. It
seems that only children can communicate with the
Wheels. but since they are not allowed to wander
away from Base, there is no way for the settlers to
have learned about the Wheels™ intelligence.

The rest of the story is concerned with Jonathan’s
efforts to prove that the Wheels are intelligent, betore
his mother mistakenly signs the papers giving humans
claim to the planet on Christmas Day.

A shorter version ol this story was published in
Boy’s Life (December, 1974), but it’s much too slen-
der an effort for preservation in hardcovers. While the
aliens are interesting and appealing, the plot is such a
shallow and contrived thing that I doubt any but the
very youngest of readers will find it at all convincing.

“There are several nice ideas embodied in the plot
the importance of communication, respect for living
creatures (intelligent or not), the scarch for truth and
justice but a1l are recognized without much struggle,
so do not really spur the young reader to think depth-
fully about their worth. The plot is flabby, lacking
tension and discipline, and the sentimental conclusion
has all the sweet and sticky properties of a picce of
Christmas candy.

Because of the Asimov name, this book will pro-
bably rack up a good number of library sales. But
there are better science fiction and Christimas stories
around, and this weak combination of the two is not
satisfactory cnough to make it a wseful addition to

cither genre. )
Richard Delap

NON-FICTION

\

nice gy CK: ELECTRIC SHEPHERD cdited by
Mey H espic
6/)(;)“”""/1 ustralia: Norstrilia Press.* 1975, 56.00,
P ISBN: 0-909106-00-2

Subtiy

1,» l“:&lleg “T'he Best of SF Commentary, Number
l""dlia’ﬂ,\l,)‘”.’c"lN)‘Llnd collection of articles [rom Aus-
Care, ;‘.‘dl“g sf fanzine is a labor of much lovc'und
Writerg 'l'h_utc to one of science fiction’s most unique
ang lliélcl is beautifully printed, admirably objective,
S o Sclﬁt.lsly overpriced. And there is about it lh‘c
Own H()Vk‘.ls%)nll‘l(llCl()l'y ambicence of many ol Dick’s
L‘(li(()t:.tg _"" the book is taken up with cssays by SFFC
they a -"“CC Gillespie, who gnaws determinedly at the
teng L‘nl(: bones of Dick’s novels. Gillespic is @ compes
“"dl’nin,“gh critic, but a terribly wordy one at times,

g endlessly, spouting qualifying phrases like a

*
Noy-

(18(‘/,(/ 1/

%023

>frilia ,[ ress: c¢lo Delap’s 14 & SIT Review 1U.S.
863 West Jefferson Bivd., Culyer City, Ca.

ary. In the end it all seems to
come down to onc basic dichotomy': How can an au-
thor capable of such classics as The Three Stigmata of
Palmer Eldritch also be responsible 1Aor sugh .lurkcys
a1s The Ganymede Takeover? (Gillespie’s opinton, not
mine; Pve read neither book.) o

Gillespie never quite comes convincingly to terms
with this. He trucks in another critic, George Turner,
who 18 considerably more lucid and readable, but
whose contributions are limited mostly to letters of
comment on Gillespie’s essays lending to the entire
discussion a fannish, in-group tone that detracts [rom
the image of Serious Criticism they are trying to pro-

ject.

Presidential press secerct

Nor does Dick himself resolve very much, for his
contributions herein a long, personal, moving letter,
and a reprinted speech titled *"The Android and the
Human™ merely support this image ol brilliance ¢x-
isting side-by-side with vacuity.

On the one hand, here is a man who, ina few keen,
offortless strokes, can offer telling insights into the
mind of a drug addict. And. on the other, here is a
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