MARUNE:
NL’WU}]’VO?}( Ab]’;l ‘?ISTQR 93‘3 by Jack Vance
SBN - 345-2451§’f(5l,16)' 1975, $1.50, 169 pp.

Jack Vance j
fiction ;I/:Inw is an author who writes both science
of both gcnlljysterws, and this novel is a good blend
ition af tlrt's: A young man is found in a dazed con-
t1_1e 3,000- I‘b il’acel)Ol't of Bruse-Tansel, a world of
his ming hlz)x clgt\'t Alastor Cluster. He has total amnesia,
is rehﬂbilitai ,dwn wiped clean. Under medical care he
Why his me ¢ .and sets out to discover who he is and
ocial St'nt1'91 y was destroyed.
of the Rhu‘:'l_‘itlt':lans identify his physical type as that
Clannigh, racés \fmhal)ltapts of Marune, a dour, aloof,
e—y l? Alastgr s 933rd world. He travels to
e Kang Ef 'L.d[‘nS hf: is indeed a Rhune, specifically
o.f SCllilX']'oglg(lllI]’ heu'. {o the minor but ancient realm
¢ious circume 'WhOsc father has just died under suspi-
Oncerting tstdlllccs. l:frqign‘s return is obviously dis-
amily, net I) several different factions within his
ode o g n(-)' 1mcngon the other nobility of Schar-
"d"antagc Olez,llboxnxlg rulers who arc about to take
attack upon lll$ pvwblc.!ns. Who is responsible for the
e hearty l'r'zlm' Which of the fawning courticrs,
rust? Efyaiy iends, or the ambitious cousins can he
ing Schar; ?spcnds the rest of the novel reestablish-
Petty ang °](£ to a position of strength, dismantling
Pensively sl?OF'SQ‘Delty intrigues against himself, and
Climinafe ¢ aring out windows as he considers clues to
the various suspects.

Tht‘, re: ’ .
ance’s 1:3‘3]‘ "lft""dct.lqn of Marune: Alastor 933, as
an in jts ¥ 1Ans will have guessed, is less in the story
Colorfy Clllt“t't_t‘lflg. Vance's specialty is unusual and
’ e exam 'llf'b:‘iln_d that of the Rhunc of Marune is
Ships, thejr ple. ‘l heir clothing, their familial relation-
ores, theirg?‘_/crnn]cnl, their pastimes, their sexual
1618 & Wik diurnal habits (with four suns, Marune
tldy and nigh?)](_),rc cqmplwatc;l schedule than simple
€ reader wit] all are woven into the story to enchant
Orlgi“ﬂlity Tll h a fairyland of exotic yet convineing
Caring U[;onns cultural uniquencss also has a definite
Wam:c plave £ .l.hc' crime puzzler which is the plot.
hen Bfroy air with the reader up to the denouement,
aIu’i all the r‘~ uf‘.cx_l’ﬁctedly has his memory restored
US s rath _“'_md_lmng questions are answered at once.
:’:r‘ge of son' disappointing, since he seemed on the
hich I 1 ‘lll_g the mystery by pure ratiocination
10re fun for the reader. ’

Mal‘un .
&mlt, luci' 0’?'?5(01' 933 also exhibits Vance’s chief
"Motion]esg ‘Lhurz-lctcrxzation. All are cerebral, cold,
‘tltlltud% me consciously dignified, striking poses and
J-“‘F Eﬁ,a’imOOF\C‘llke_puppets than real people. The fact
u"dhty of R;]%O_gmzcs: this and muses upon the artifi-
m any unish etiquette does not make him or
gn an i“tcl;gfc 1'1umun.. The novel is thereby enjoyable
F the Lclllxl';l!' bdhls only it is difficult to care for
THie G ct;]d‘c%us... In this respect Jack Vance
could be tcrh d,ttl‘l.butcs of Philo Vance, and the
ery in a Gr: {“}fi :x\mply a drawing-room murder

raustarkian setting.
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Stxl‘l, a well-handled mystery is a treat and the ¢
struction of a convincingly “alien” human ct lltL L(»”']-
no mean trick. If Vance offers little here ﬂ]'llt }{ru s
ginal, hg has at least produced an enjoyable @ 'ls T
of the kind of sf that his fans expect from hin?x‘lmp]c
— [rederick Patten

THE BOOK OF ANDRE NORTON by Andre
New York: DAW. 1975, §1.25, 32000 bndre Norton
SBN:451-UY1198 '

.No library is complete without at least a sampli

of Andre Norton’s sl juveniles. Indeed, not 'c\:l?g
Robert A. Heinlein has been as prolific in this spcci-L;1
ized literary form. It was not surprising, thercfore (;—
see an anthology of Norton’s work published, es ’e?
ially since anthologies of the works of in(iivi(il)u:li
writers seem fashionable (and profitable) these days

“The Toads of Grimmerdale” is somewhat more
adult than most of her stories, dealing with an unmouIL
ried heroine who is pregnant as the result of rape (“Jl-
out of the family castle by her brother for brin r’i‘ S,
disgrace upon the family name, she goes to the “(O,f:'dn.é
of Grimmerdale, asking for vengeance. The wrap-{. asi-
a love story appropriate for Seventeen mugazinc‘ ,ti
curious moment is provided when Hertha, the heroine
refuses to have an abortion but visits the shrine of the
goddess Gunnord, to assure that the child will be hers
alone, receiving nothing by way of physical hcrit{ngc
from the rapist-father. Overlooking the obvious fal-
lacy —it’s a little late to change gencs at this stage it
geems an odd and rather pointless aspect.

«1ondon Bridge” is a post-disaster story of young
people living underground. Children are vanishing and
it’s up to onc of the boys to find them and solve the
riddle of the vanishing Pied Piper who teleported them

away.

«“On Writing Fantasy” is @ gpecial treat for Norton
fans, an essay that appeared originally in a fanzine.
«“Mousetrap” and “All Cats are Gray” are both science
fiction rather than fantasy, prcsenting puzzles to be
solved within the context of the science fiction sct-
ting. “The Long Night of Waiting” is a story of disap-
pearances, a la Charles Fort.

«“The Gifts of Asti’ uses its fantasy clements as an
excuse for a silly romance, while “Long Live Lord
Kor!” is a standard sort of Norton offering, with a
‘time agent’ who slips his consciousness into the body
of another man to change the history of that man’s
world. Perhaps the most boggling (and exasperating)

paradox is why, with literally all of time at his finger-
1d ever have to be called back

tips, a time agent wou
from a leave for a mission—‘Just sct the bloody ma-
chine back another ten minutes and let me get

dressed.”

A critical piece,
by Rick Brooks, is exceptiona
Norton fans, uncritical in their

«Andre Norton: Loss of Faith,”
lly fine. Unlike many
acceptance of this
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Anparently
writer’s work, Brooks takes an unbiased view, neither is absent from the paperback for reasons appal \
raving nor carping. By taking Norton’s work at its known only to the publisher. ‘ ok ci be
word, he manages to give insight into the authpr. Any complaints or plaudits for this bo ollection
Finally there is a detailed bibliography which may neatly covered with the comment that th? bc g
be almost invaluable to readers wanting a comprehen- is typically Norton. Libraries will ukely'hdvany or
sive listing of Norton’s books and stories. The biblio- purchased the hardcover edition for their mended o
graphy also tells in what genre the story is written. ton readers: the paperback can be recomim ansive
This book was published last year in hardcover by Norton’s f‘\;m who prefer to invest in less €
Chilton, and was then titled The Many Worlds of An- editions s & Burk
dre Norton. Although Roger Elwood edited the book : —James B

and was given credit on the Chilton edition, his name

—
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1ds
‘NEGADE - hole Worms
RENEGADES OF TIME by Raymond F. Jones who pterodactyl-back and destroy W , and
Don Mills, Ontario*: Laser. 1975, 95¢, 190 p. with S;yncllfr(lffsd?g tt}llllet;/ lIbnkay loot the ruins. Jobeautlf"é
[SBN 0“373-72001-7 buddy Bl” Bl";(lle 2o to thc rescue Ot ac by tht
HERDS by Stephen Goldin Algora’n e T‘ aryi;la who has been capturi Lave Sah
Don Mills, Ontario: Laser 1975, 95¢, 190 pp. akori 'lél 2 an} > too late that the Bakor! o
ISBN: 0-373-72002-5 akori. They realize too ;

; A : s 4 trail back pan®

! bl up the situ: X sww will leave a tral na sh&”

CRASH LANDING ON IDUNA by At Tofte b Eﬁf’/i'fﬁé'fiﬁ sgg?ltlys.v}oc, Bill, and Tamate,, pack

Don Mills, Ontario: écwer. 1975, 95¢, 190 pp. the Algorans out of their lethargy into .tlbyc juss

B O 13720053 against the Bakori. The vandals e S; Sti[:g mind;;)rlef

Wi 1 g o e ’ 3 . time to save Earth from annihilation Tamarin

[The following is g sequel” to the review o Seed il die . 'tle. : an B

Change by Thomas I Monteleone (DF. pf Seeds of Bill dies nobly in battle, and Joe

&SIR, Augus bl  DRile,. 8l - q¢ might
1975). That review stated that since the noye] ﬁgf (L:;[{ Surlll?b‘lx l e h?ppl}yt WU -‘:)t,;eir(,:book Jevel Sl.,::e,r i”,ﬂt
vertised as a typical sample of the new publisher’s be ‘*.t‘f If?.u”’ pre- t““? ;’ sading for a you'ﬂﬁl isn
quality, all Jorthcoming Lager Books could pe dis- te _W fn,\l ‘1ve' {nlnuk(‘T- (xlwl but it ccrld’ novel .
missed for bad wWriting, But it is hardly fair to Judge g obage comicbook format, 90-page '~ olit

publisher’s entire output on the basis of one title. This wo[r t th h%un,]e.lt-luilf?-b t-(i)sjr;zdy‘(l)sll‘:lg cal or ¢
review examines Laser Books |, 2, and 3 as a more ci'nil T [S\’ 3 l] F‘_l A b.:?h\’(lwho is about to d"vby ]lip}:‘l),
representative sampling of what lo expect from thig “.‘m.,iﬂf,';,‘l ‘:rili-m..l\’:écbr)' and frames 4 nc%f gy at o
REW compaiy. com‘munit!;/ hgp;‘]g to ride a wave of p”bh) n al,llei'
into office, He i supcr-normulllyil(l’l,)sf.‘l;:lxill. ;Z“::::?; he
In Renegades of Time, Joe Simmong of Midland (.fd”,ll?fld V,VI.]O oy | ?LTFP.“XJE‘L: 1yo tlilc P,[??”("tmvcl c®
US.A. (ic., Mr. Average American M . opoeced, and after his re The !
accidentally caught up in a space-time
the Algorans and Bakori. The Algorans
scientific geniuses, letting their culture ¢
they travel about the universe
The Bakori are a sadistic sp

zlli[O“"a,;J hinh

ale) becomes continues to brood about the event.
war between

240
are decadent qeps L 7.
rumble while published by Harlequin LEnterprise> =, 174,

4 ey WD
for casual amusement. Duncan Mil Road, Don Mills, Ontario !
acegoing Mongol Horde adua.
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