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Interior llustration by Charles Geer

he’s worried because many people are
pvct:cmhusiasricully trying to adopt clon-
g into normal life before it's been fully
tested. In fact, there’s a bill before the
State legishature right now thar would
make all farmers stop breeding their live-
s‘:”“k.b}’ natural practices and allow only
[h? births of “perfeet” cloned copics of
Prize animals.

Miss Pickerell is naturally horrified at
this threat of shotgun-wedding her beloved
€Ow, Nancy Agatha, to a test tube. She
Wrtes an angry letter to Square Toe's
NCwspaper, and suddenly finds herself
drafted as the Jeader of a protest move-
I"!c“_‘ to oppose the bill. But mysterious
l’_lg Interests are behind it and there seems
iele chance that popular support can be
m‘lhcd In time to stop its passage. Then
l’ii'lll?rl-](’\gatha is cownapped, and Miss
ing cliLn s search for' her leads to a surpris-
)USincgq:??( El_wt brings an unscrupulous
o ~-m\(~11l1 s cloning empire tumbling
thoug] 4 Bives the Governor second

Ughts abour signing the bill.

- l‘l;li.‘li‘lalc for fourth-through-sixth-grad-
thein thUL.L%SFHEIY explain cloning to
the dan rc‘fPC'llhcy Il also understand that
sult of hx '.OI‘U& 4 ncur(m’c bulls are the re-
of dd"cc; .)u.sn}cssmnn s carcless cloning
not Ull?'lt]':L] 1‘11‘11‘111_;115, and that they are
P‘il\tcll‘;rc‘ l’cc..:mw they are clones. Ms.
“Ppmaclh tbu}- ts a sh:u'pl)'f—\lvgrdcd Populist
than hep Ic‘.l..sucncc which is cven clearer
Scicntises n::\on on cloning. Ihis is that all
they C:nﬂ llly not be nmd.sqcntlst.s, l}ut
Of them g ) “jl‘IC the public for thinking
an elitis “:.u( 1 as long as thcy_mnm.t‘gm
jargon il’l::oll[ufj‘c and talk only in rarificd
Citizer Al Hpuhcn.mblc o ic average

50, that few technical marvels

are  abs . ;
from rl?()lmdy perfecr as they cmerge

: € research labs. and that ever :
had be arch labs, and that everyone

[ttrc" ﬂ“})W for a breaking-in period
5 rowing out the old ways t re-

before

..

place them with the brand new. Further,
i’s the public’s duty to watchdog the
scientists (and politicians) to keep them
from getring carried away to unrealistic
extremes.

This sounds all right, I guess, though it
doesn’t explain just how the general pub-
lic is supposed to know which visionary
projects are practical and which are un-
realistic. Or how to tell when something
is ready 1o be released onto the market vs.
when it still needs more testing. [ won't
quibble overmuch with this Message since
[ do happen to belicve thar the public
should be encouraged o rake a greater in-
terest in technological progress. Twill ob-
ject, however, to a villain who conunirts
absolutely foolish crimes for no other
purpose than to get caught so the book
can have a happy ending. Even a fourth-
grader will wonder how anyone could be
so stupid. Tt may be nostalgia for a long-
gonc childhood, but T remember Miss
Pickerell Goes to Mars as being a much
berter book than this. Buy only where
young enthusiasm for Miss Pickerell al-
ready exists.

I'rederick Patten
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Cover art by Bernard Colonna

STAR KA'AT by Andre Norton and Dor-
othy Madlee. Hllustrated by Bernard Col-
onna.

New York: Walker. 1976, $6.95, 122 pp.
ISBN: 0-8027-6249-2 (Libr. bndg. ed.,
$6.85; 0-8027-6250-6) 1.C: 75-36018
The latest offering in the ongoing Walk-
er Science Fiction Series for Young Read-
ers is Star Ka'at. Recently orphaned and
lonely Jim Evans is befriended by a cat he
mysteriously senses should be called Tiro.

Jim comes across a young black girl, Elly

Mac Brown, rooting through abandoned

houses and vacant lots for anything that

might be returned for cash which she sove-

October 1976

l‘y needs to help her ailing grandmother.
Striking up an acquaintance with Elly, Jim
Joins in 1!1c search for returnables. Elly is
also befriended by a second car whose
name, Mer, she too sensed mysteriously .
Because 'the children coms to respect what
they I)C]‘ICVC are only cats, the latter, actu-
ally Ka'ats, reciprocate. In reality, Tiro
and Mer are ESP-proficient agents from a
far-distant planet sent to save cars who
are descendants of a Ka’ar colony estaly-
llshcd. on Earth thousands of years ago.
The lives of the children become caught
up in the Ka’at plan to abandon Earch,
heading for catastrophe because of its re-
jection of logic in favor of irrationality
and emotion, and bring back all cars rthat
have retained enough of their Ka’at ances-
try to respond to a planet-wide gathering
call. Whether the Ka'’ats can remain unde-
tected as they go about making contact
with Earth cats, and whether Tiro and Mer
can bring the children along with them
something the Ka'at scourts are expressly
forbidden to do -make up the rest of the
narrative.

At first glance Star Ka'at has much go-
ing for it. One of its authors is Andre Nor-
ton, prominent sf novelist with a repuca-
tion for writing excellent juveniles and
with a predilection for cats. Its subject
matter is generally considered appropriate
st fare: imminent catastrophe facing
fiarth, and its visitation by representatives
from a morally superior, outer-space civil-
ization. The book’s protagonists, a white
boy and a black girl, should interest both
boys and girls; it even has carts for co-pro-
tagonists, and animals usually appeal to
children.

Star Ka'at also concerns itself with sev-
eral contemporary social issucs: the plight
of parentless children, the effects of pov-
erty on minority groups, and the proper
relationship between humans and animals.
The book enjoys well done, black and
white illustrations. The dust jacket, in par-
ticular, with its drawing of two stately
cats, should attract even those not usually
fond of cats. Yer a narrative is only as cf-
fective as the way of all of its elements
come together and work. Unfortunately,
in Star Ka'at the actual working together
does not make for a completely satisfac-
tory narrative.

There are, first of all, the small irrita-
tions: ¢. g., the unintentional comedy of
cats’ slipping into harness and using their
paws to manipulate the controls of a space
ship, or the scveral references o Rex, a
dog who preys on cats, which build sus-
pense for a clash that does not occur.
Then there are more serious matters. Char-
acterization is obviously calculated not to
offend the rwo groups most inclined to
scrutinize contemporary children’s books
for possible biases. lHence, one human pro-
tagonist is a boy; the other, a girl; the
book is non-sexist. (Even the cars are
divided into male and female protago-
nists.) One child is white; the other, black;
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thus, the boolk ig non-racist. It is
too contrived. At the same
Elly, the black girl
virtually withour su
cept Granny; for
black still conjures
Or so the authors
them believe,
Finally, there

all a bit
time, however,
» Is poor, in rags, and
pport from anyone ex-
isn't that whar being
up for many readers?
» it seems, would have

is the most serious weak-
ness —the  various explanatory passages
that retard the narrative, These passages
constitute g quandary which the authors
do not satisfactorily resolve. On one hand,
they are necessary to inform readers al)ou’t
the history of Ka’ats and Tiro and Mer’s
mission. On the other hand, they not
only hold up the action but even portray
the Ka’ats who do all the explaining as
stuffy and pedantic vather than inscrut-
able and logical,

In spite of its considerable assers, then,
Star Ka'atisnot ona par with other Andre
Norton novels for young people.

—Erancis J. Molson

Cover art hy Patricia Coombs

DORRIE AND THI

Story and pictures by Patriciq Coombs
New York: | othrop, Lee & Shepard.
1976, $5.95, unpaged [48 pp.l
ISBN: 068841 764-7  ISBN:
51764-1 (libr, bdg.) LC. 76-3643

HALLOWEEN PLOT

0-688-

When you are no longer a child
be difficult 1o sit down wi
tended for very young readers and gauge
the effect it will have on minds far more
receprive and willing to invest limitless
Amounts of imagination than your own,

Dorrie and the Halloween Plot is ]y
cleventh in a series with which I am pop
familiar bur, by sheer numbers, is obvioug-
ly a popular one, Unfortunately | cannot

, 1t can
th a book in-
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see its value to young readers. Tt is a “safe’
and innocuous little volume, with a sxm—.
ple, straightforward plot that dcmunc'ls.
almost nothing from the children who will
read it (or have it read to them). o

On Ialloween morning, Dorrie jumps
out of bed with great cxcitcmcnt: She isa
little witch and her mother, Lh'c Big Witch,
had promised her the year before to teach
her to fly on a broomstick thig Halloween,
Dismayingly, however, a llnllo.wccn Pag-
cant for the Great Sorceress is planned
for this year’s celebration, and worse yet
Dorric is not only not going to get her fly-
ing lesson but must dress up as an i.ck)h
sweet Princess for the Pageant. It isn'y
long before Dorrie has managed o slip
away to give herself a flying lesson, there-
by stumbling upon a plot by the Iallo-
ween Demons to disrupt the upcoming
celebration and steal the revered Book of
Shadows from the Grear Sorceress,

What is most troublesome
book like this is its 1o
I would think th
cially, would be
for being as bl
the end she
the battle ¢

about a
tal lack of gumption.
At young children, espe-
Prone to dismiss Dorrie
and as watery custard. In
does hop into (he middle of
0 save the Book of Shadows,

but her acrions don’t really lm.vc lj]lultxl\i
spunk and are obviously ncccs:;lt"tﬂ:;cl;[
the author’s need to get some _c,\‘:uu. i
into the story and not by Dorric’s lfchtlc 0
prove her worth. Children miy l).c Jwitch-
identify with Dorrie and the Big crers
but only in the sense that these ch:n‘l.(ml
are unimaginative models for un. ll "
mother-child relationship—-at the enc che
the book, when Dorrie goes 1o Slcc})'vcl.).
Big Witch kisses her goodnight, not a i

witehlike action since it recks wit
stench of unnecessary sentiment. ——
The illustrations are rather I’l"'”f‘l,::m_
carefully shaded penceil drawings nccil-*i)')l._
ally tinted with orange and blue--anc oo
rie and her black cat, Gink, have 11“1 ,I‘l'I;'C
appeal, since the adult characters -;'ic-
there only to provide 2 plot lobr Dot s
(How much nicer the book might |h.:-cn
been if the flying lesson episode |l:lf| )1il)’
claborated, giving Dorric the “l’l"”“”hCn

o make her own problems and U
make her way out of them :lgi}ll'-) here
lven for the youngest children, ll' 5
isn't much excitement here and (mf\-cn

Saanty amount  of humor.  Hallowe
should never be this deaby., . . ,
Richard Delaf
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Pants Off Amer
New York. p
Photos,
SEBN. 339-11470-x LC: 75

William Castle jsq 1 lollyw
dircctor whe carved out hig own niche
he saw o market and weny after jr.
movies were generally horpoy movies,
casional sf thrillers,
psychological melodra

P! 'm Gonna Scare the
ica by William Castle
utnam. 1976, $8.95, 256 pp.
43519

0od producer-
s

oc
and sub-Hitcheoel

mas. Tides ineluge
Mucahr:', Ilomicidal, I Saw What You Did,
The Tingler, Iouse 0

‘ Haunted Hill,
Strait Jacket, |3 Ghosts, The Spirit iy Wil

ling, and, Most recently, Bug. 11¢
fave the impression of having moyre
than he used, as if he felg th
matter was strong cnough |
the desived return (thrills
money), that he didn'y h
himself, An inge
Kings of the
confirmed
ACross as g
knew precise
that time | |y
autobiogy:
The

always
abilivy
at his subjecy
Vitself 1o get
and plenty of
ave 1o exten
rview in g recent hook,
Bs (I)I"&.‘a'l"l(, May 1976)
this  suspicion- Castle  came
witty, intelligent 1nan who
ly what he was doing. Ag
cgan looking forward (o his
aphy. I needn’t haye bothered,

book begins when, ag 4 child, Cas-
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tle first became interested in fantasy fm.zl
horror (while still in his teens, he dIrCL";-’;lS
Bela Lugosi), and hits on the Iug|‘\ }wl_\.l.
of his carcer since then. The most “”f".'?“i,l
ing sections of this terribly ,s'lhnpcm‘t. )-”
book are about his involvement with ().I.b(m
Welles in the making of The Lady 11
Shanghaj, 3y

cetion On
I the much longer section
Rose

mary’s Baby (which Castle I""“l.uqlttl-
and Roman Polanski direcred). But F':N,(
Now tries o claim that (he prmluctl"_” :u'
the latter film was plagued with the sal
sort of mysterious ha

: o to
ppenings reputed
have affecred

the .\'htmlilig of l'lu- ];Ilchl
The Fxoreise, lessening this part’s v _l'm‘
For some reason, Castle doesn’t ll\glll_l‘-[
several films he dircered and/or prmllu.u(\"
including The Old Dark House, Project 00
and Riot. 1t can™ e that they were rt"r
bad 1o mention, for some of his “[h(-l
films are worse, It must be that they oS
money, ooed his
For years Castle has cultivated =
image of a cheerful shockmeister, fort 0
g fan clubsg for himself from time ~[,.
time, £0Ing on tour with his filims :u"l,l.l.l.
teracting with his young fans, and “u[‘_
tionally appearing on screen (among Of
crs, he's in My Sardonicus, ‘/"’:", ;ml.
Rosemary ' Baby). Lately, as in 51“”?’4
Poo and The Day of the Locust, he h‘],'_
been working as an actor, plil)’“‘}i ”“”_)(
woody types. Apparently he felt lhil]
what those who would buy hisbhook wou (f
Want to read would be the same sort “|'
schlocky material hig films were made ol

. g AR Vil
But he's wrong- his audience has grov
up.

— . wavs,
I'his book BOCS wrong in 50 many w ll{l !
it is 50 very inadequate, that it’s vircually
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