The Past Thru Today

Welcore to the second installment of
thls colunn. After sort of getting my
tearings last tire out, and seeing what
sort of package in which the first in-
stallment was included, (wlith which I
was very pleased), it's tize to take
great strides foward.

The lady's na=e is Andre Morton.
Iooking at the bibliography (on the fol-
lowirg page), one ls Immediately struck
with the ctvlous--she is ratrer prelific,
The 1ist of 57 Sc:z¥s Is only of the
sclerce-fiction beoks, end it is certaln-
ly mot cecplete. There are alsc early
~anthologles™ referred to by Lin Carter
in hig profile on Andre lersen. Also,
she's dabdled in other flelds such as
surder-nysteries, fantasy rozances, West-
erns, and others.

Tn Secret of the Lost Race (Ace

#73830, 1959), is "Andre Nortomi A
rrofile by Lin Carter~, which contairs
“he usual asle blographlcal data, ac-
cozpanied by cooments and observatlon,
which we'll get tack to. There are sev-
eral theces evident in her work. Frotably
the zost recuwrrent one is psychic relat-
lcnehip developed between =an and an-
imal., Her animal characters, {invariably
warn-blcoded), range from partially to
fully sentinant and often tices are

used to polnt out the foldies of greedy
caleulating hurarity (Fs 2, 7, 5, 53 in
the index). Often In crieis situatlons,
the animal is the agent of aztion and !s
legical and dirsct, while the huzan
characters mill around like sheep.

A great nusbder of her storles eaploy
the use of psysic abilities above and
tevond conmunlication with anizals. How-
ever, none of her charactars ever pos-
sess fantastically tremendous pewers;
they aron't super=an. Also, nany tiees,
the character’'s abilities are not spec-
ifically labled as telepathy, psychoxin-
esis, etc., but are idenified as ~in-
ner power cr ferce of will. Zecause of
the handling, her characters never
loose thelr huranity. They always have
to strive to their upmost adility %o
vin. She seems able to deplict =ale ani
ferale maln characters with ejual dep:zn.
However, almost all of her rmain charaz:
sra could be classifled as "lower tyjpas~.
They are often withdrawn fre= the soc-
fetles they live in. As suck, they ¢
to be individuals that devlep rower(
inner resorces. Her characters are her-
ole, not In the robust sense of Conan,
tut In thelr strength of wiil and le:-
ernination in the face of aiversity.
survive by thelr wits and courage, and
2ot over heaps of dead bodies,

Steve
Souza

A f:+ "*s source of hero char-
acters 0. . sn's is the A=erican
Indian. Deta.led tackground of In-
dian folklore indicates a strong
intrest in the subject. Another fav-
orite source of characters is the
Midieval age. In the Howard trad-
ition, Norton consiructs her own con-
plete feudal-tyre sccieties ag set-
tings in which to move her characters
lngn, there Is a richress in detail
and attentlon to ccnsistency and
depth. lier Lords, Lajles, and chief-
talns exist in realns as ccaplex as
any tnat ever existad in "olde” Eng-
lish Ear*h.

An intresting note here ls the
way ghe handles her lead fexale char-
acters in novels having that tasie
feudailistic setting. Woren were treat

.ed like chattel In the Mid-Ages, and

she renains conslstent with her sorce
somewhat. 3ut, she gets arcund the
idea of wc=an belng second class
clitizens by a clever device--she en-
dows thea with speclal abilities not
possessed by cen, be they kirg or
serf. The device ieg witcheraft. So,
although men are warriors and titled,
the wozan are manipulators of forces
that rake them equal, and in soze
cases, (the "Witch World™ series)
the ruling caste.

A link that runs through rearly
all ker steries is the idea of For-
erunrers. 3asically, her universe
had nat cne star-faring raze tefore
the alvent of man, bdut dozens of dif-
ferent types and tizes. The discov-
ery or use of soze ancient Farerunner
artifact is used often to stir the
rot of a story'plot.

The texptation of writing sequels
1s there for any author who goes to
the ircudie of creating a universe
for his hero to play in. Norton is
no extertion as few of her char
star their own series of novels.
The bast series %o Jdate is the
“Witch World™ serles, now up %0 B
Pooks. The first few novels of the
series ®ave an undeniable ericress
+ although the later els
aily noveleties s2t in the
srld- stage (at leas: the
ones i've read). The sequals

continues...



THE PAST THRU' TOCAY (continued)

read for the rost part like contin-
uations of the origiral tales (ie

t+ twos' and th-ees'), and hence
avold the fitfall of just ripping
off the original !dea tecause it
was successful.

An intrestirg iteam to note in
several of her novels is the image
Norton paints of the authorties of
the future. They are often not shin-
ing knights, but corrupt individ-
uals lusting after power and con-
trol, a sort of galactic Watergate.
A far cry this s from something like
EE Smith's benign Galactic Fatrol.
As noted earlier, Lin Carter states
several observation® in his review.
He divides her work into three
parts: early wdrk as fairly
straight foward adventures In science
fiction, a middle period of science
fiction with fantasy overtones, and
finally, straight out-and-out fan-
tasy. This is true to an extent, but
Carter suggests that her approach
and style seem to te the theme of
the future (his as the 1960's). 1t
didn't quite turn out that way.
Norton's incorperation of fantasy
elerents in her stories did not
spawn a host of initators or stud-
ents of the field. In fact, there
are frotably core of that ilk arcuna
now than in the sixties. Anyway, I
maintain that that s rot ker test
feature. Her storles have always
been first concerned with the people
invelved. What they experierce and
how they progress has always
been the reat of her work. Sorton
never was a harld-science science
fiction writer in the sense of an
Asirov. The haridware in her works
is not dwelled uron, otker than
how the characters interact with
it. ¥er contrituticns to the
field include that she was one of
the few people who showed that
stories could e written in an
adventure vein and still te good SF,
appealing to more than a juvenile
audience. She also showed that
Tolkien was not the last word in
fantasy, but was in fact an op-
ener of gates through which she
has traveled with great success.

To surrarize, her work ls
very entertaining and cccasion-
ally startling in i%s co-plex-
ity. It will te appealing to adults
as well as juvenile audiences.
especially these who enfcy other-

vorton Index on next page--=

rorldly adventures. Ch, I have not
read all the books listed in the
following index (bibdliography, if you
srefer), and I went so far as to aster-
{ck the books I haven't. A quick
sount will show that I have read more
than half of that sizeable list.For
infor=ation purposes, all titles fol-
lowed by a "D" are Dawn books, those
by an "F" are Fawcett Crest books,
ind all others followed by nothing
are Ace books.

A final note. The Buyer's @dd Guide

#2473 sported an ad for a fanzine called

JUONX. This zine lists an Andre Norton

nterview anonst it contents. I've

2t recelved my copy, hence no review

f its contents, but its available

rom Fred Ramsey, 622-C West Beaver

ve., State College, Pa. 16801. Its

0¢ for third class mall and 75¢ if

ou want it mailed first class.

Next time--
Rotert A. MHelnle.n
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1. Android at Aras * 30.Perilous Dreams D

2. The Beast laster J1.Plague Ship *

3. Ths Book of Andre Norton * D 32,Quest Crosstime

5, Breed to Come * 33.Postrarked the Stars

5. Catzeye - 34.sargasso of Space

6. The Chrystal Gryphon D 35.Sea Siege

7. Daybreak 2250 AD. 36.Secret of the Lost Race
8. Dark Piper 37.The Sioux Spaceman

9. The Defiant Agents 38.5pell of the Witch World D
10.Dragon Magic * 39.Star Gate *

11 .Dread Companion * Lo.Star Guard

12.Exiles of the Stars * 41.Star Hunter *

13.Eye of the Monster 42.The Stars are Qurs *
14.0alactic Derelict * 43.Storm over Warlock
15.Carden the Eternal ®* D Lh . Three Against the Witch Worl
16 .Here Abide Monsters ®* D 45.The Jargoon Pard ®* D
17.High Sorcery b6, The Time Traders
18.Iorn Cage 47.Trey of Swords *
19.Ice Crown LB8.Uncharted Stars
20.Judgement on Janue L9.Velvet Shadows *

21 .Xey out of Time * 50.Victory on Janus
22.Knave of Dreams ’ 51.Voodoo Planet *

23.The last Planet 52.Web of the Witch World
24.10rd of Thunder * 53.Witch World
25.¥erlin's Mirror * D 54 ., Wraiths of Time *
26.Moon of Three Rings ¢ 55.The X Factor

27.Night of Masks 56.Year of the Unicorn *
28.No Night Without Stars * P 57.The Zero Stone

29.0rdeal in Otherwhere

® PILIER STUFF *
a film review by the editor! t I

I had the oppertunity to see the remake of the classic chéller, INVASION
OF THE BODY SNATCHERS. I hope the original film was tetter. This was so
silly and pointless. But I was never much of a BEM (Bug Eyed Monster) fan
anyway. Each of the actors did a fine job with their roles. Both Leonard Ninoy
and Donald Sutherland were very good. The direction by Philip Kaufman was
alright also. But the screenplay by W.D. Richter was so ridiculous and unteliev-
able that the actors came out looking foolish. Plcture this, Sutherland sleep-
ing on his porch in his umteenth floor apartment, and this green thing pro-
duces a flower that gives birth to several naked people in Glad Wrap. Fright-
ning, huh? The ending is predictable and more of a relief than a fright. The
relief is that the darn thing is over. All the “horror™ spotsg are pure shock
value, things bleeding and being cut open with garden tools, and the film
says nothiag.

Take my word for it. Skip this film, its a looser. Catch the original if
you must, or better yet go see MAGIC. Its a truely fine, fine film. As a
matter of fact, Fats is going to be nominated for the Academy Awar?~ for Best
“upported Actor. Excuse the pun.

--Ward 0. Batty



