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A Tourist Guide to Haunted Houses and Unexplained Mysteries-—-
New England—New York

by Andre Norton

HEADING AND ILLUSTRATION

BY ROBERT E. JENNINGS

Though one is inclined to think of haunted houses, inexplainuble mysteries,
#s being British and Furupean rather than native to this side of the Atlantic,
even the most limited rescarch will provide the secker with a list of such sites
to visit. New England and New York have them in plenty.

Begin at Machiasport, Maine, where the first recorded American ghost made
her upsetting appearance, held gracious meetings with many spectators, staged
special performances for the skeptic, and cnded by arranging a new marriage
for het bereft busband!

In the bouse of Abner Blaisdel (much to his subsequent discomfort) Nelly
Butler first made her return known on the night of January 2, 1800, when
she asked that her father be summoned to speak with her. Since Nelly had
been safely in her grave [or some time, the situation was delicate, Yet David
Harper, her {ather swore il was Nelly he spoke with, She made several appear-
snces during the following months, muinly in the cellar, because, a5 she ex
plained, she had no wish to frighten the children of the bouse,

Abraham Cummings, pastor of the Congregational Church, coming as a
skeptic, went awuy a convert, Later he was to set his story, together with
those of others, in the first known published account of an American ghost.

The ghost made herself visible not only to members of the Blaisdel family
{who came to look upon het continued visitations as a curse because of the
notoriety) but showed herself te the many curious visilors attracted by the
tales, En addition she urged marriage between her formet hushand and Lydia
Blaizdel. When the censorious gossips sugpested that Lydia herself might he
responsible for such an odd proposal, Nelly considerately appeared when

‘Lydia could not have possibly acted the part.

Having achisved her purpose Nelly finally left the exhausted Blaisdels and
the uvetwrought neighborhood in prace, But she was not to be forgotten,

Pass un to Kennchunkport, to the ghost house now part of the theater
holdings. We are told that the attic is the focal point of the haunting, as well
sethe second floor front bedroom. Though old lady Wells, a herbal wise wom-,
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an, lived the last twenty years of her life in that ruom, dyving at the age of a
hundred and twenty-four, she is not the “good grey ghost.™ That is another
“Nelty™, a womnan wearing Quaker garb, sometimes aceompanied by “Ned”,
her male counterpart. Theit history is unknown, but atill they peet from win-
dows or walk the night.

Wiscasset next. and the Lee-PaysonSmith house on High Steeel. The old
lady who appears when the family is not there, rocking in the front patlor,
is reputed to be of the family of Governer Samud E. Smith who bought the
house in 1836 (it was built in £792). There is a door also, leading to o wing
rince hurned, where a dog scratches for entrance (he s said to have been the
only companion of a recluse who onue lived in the vanished wing). But the
uld lady who sits in the partor with gentle satisfaction comes. Uhey sy, be-
cause having suffered many grevious family lusses, in the end she had only the
house to love. She does not inteude, she just wanls W be home. ’

The old Shaw Place 2t Newfield has good ceason to be haunted if ever a
houee r[_id. for Hannah, a daughter of the house, i buried within its walls, her
tombstone a corner of the kitchen floor. One of the rare instances of such
an interment.

Yet the same is true of the famous house of Ocean Born Mary al Henniker,
New Hampshire. Mary s story is fabulous enuugh to be fiction, will it is rooted
in fact. It begins un July 28th of the year 1720. The ship Wolf bearing Seotch.
Irish emigrants to the new world was in sight of the Massachuseits cosst when
it was overhauled hy pirates, Captain James Wilkon, without any defenses,
had to stand by helplessly when Captain Don Pedro and his men boarded.
The Captain’s plight was doubly painful at that moment [or his wife was in
chitd-birth in his cabin.

In facl the arrivel of the pirates was heralded by the wail of the new hora,
Don Pedro, demanding to know the source of the vries, was vigibly alfected
when told, He straightway acked that the Captain’s new daughter he given
the name. “Mary ", and when this was agreed to, ordered his men off the Folf.



However, he returned again to Wilson’s cornmand, Lhis time bringing a jeweled
bracelet, a bength of fine brocade for Mary's future wedding gown, as well as
vther gift items from his loot.

Don Pedro kept in touch with Mary through the years, and when he came
to retiee after what was repoted a fruitful career, he decided to build a home
near Hanniker, importing ships® carpentears for the task. Mary married at
eighteen, with a family of four sons and a deughter, had recently left a wid-
ow. And Dun Pedro sent fur her as a housekeeper. In due time he died, and,
according to legend, lies buried under the hearth stone in his house, which
he left Mary and in which she lived until she was ninety-four. Also, according
to rumor [Jan Padro was stabhed to death by those seeking the gold he had
brought with him, and only Mary knew the sccret of its hiding place, That
she guards. at least, by & wealtl of stories, she has from Lime to time appeared
to save the house from disaster, remaining even io death ils guardian.

New Hampshire does not only have its ghosts-in-residence it also bad one
of the major historical mysteries of the east in Pattee’s Caves, now known as
Mystery Hill, near North Salem.

Doer this crumbling range of rocky walls represent the remains of a Phoe-
nician-Carthagininn settlement? In 335 B.C. Anstote in his list of one hun-
dred and sevenly-eight marvels, names as ilem eighty-Tour, a mysterious over-
seas land which the Phoenicians kepl a stricl secrel because of trade. His de-
seription ak ciled might well be that of Mystery Hill. Though unforiunately,

took ship and headed north-west. He coasted alung England and Scotland,
and then ren into such stroms as hix merchant ship had not faced before, driv-
ing him ashore on une of the rock toothed Faeroes, Wrecked ships were fair
game. As for the foreigners who manned them, if they were stupid enough to
crawl out of the pounding waves, let them be knovked on the head and
thrown back again.

However, at that particular wreek looting, Prince Henry and his knights ar-
rived in time to save the lives of the survivors. Which was an excellent picee of
luck for all concernrd, Prince Henry was trying to build a navy to police his
istand holdings, and in Niccolo he found the commander he had long been
locking for, So pleased was Niceolo with Lhe profits of such an awsocintion
that he wrote home and urged his brother Antonio 1o join him, which he did.

But there was une idea which had long fascinaled the Prince. Years earlier
ong of his fisherman subjects with a hoatload of his feliowr had been blown
far off course and ended on the beaches of an unknown weslern country.
There he had been well treated, but upon voyaging farther south with the na-
tives, he and his friends had been recaptured by a new tribe who were canni-
huls. The fisherman purchased his life hy showing them how to weave fish-
nets, and becaase of his knowledge he became a tribal treasure, several times
wrest from one set of captors to the nexl, always to the south. After some
weary years he managed to work his way north and to his criginal Jandfall.
There he huilt 2 boat and finally regained his homeland.
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it has been “mined™ constantly for the stones which must have made it a moat
impressive sight 2 couple of hundred years ago, the remains are unique enough
to continue to draw speculation. It has many features of the well known
Megalithic stonework of Europe and the British isles - incleding  a sinister
altar in proper proportions for buman sacrifice, with speaking tube arrange-
ment through which voices may be cerily projected.

Not only the Phoenicians are given oredit for some of the fealures nearby.
There: are a number of structures which resemble very closely the beehive
dwellings of the Celi Dei, the Celtic [rish Christians who fled first to 1he
Orkneys, then to Ieeland and even to Greenland, atways in fear of the Vikings
They had reached leeland in 874, before the first Viking settlement there.
And when the ficst long ship nosed into harbor at Greenland in 586, the men
on board found recently abondoned Cebi Dei dwelling cells. Dhd they come 1o
the Amencan continent, discover the long abandoned settlement of stone
walls at North Salem, und settle there awhile in uneasy peace?

Massachusetts also has such a mystery. The Sinclair Rock is indeed most
provocative. One can find it at Westford where it may have existed sinec
about 1400. But the tale begins in the Orkneys at the court of Prince Henry
Sincdair of Rouslyn, Earl of Orkney, and Ciathness, Lord of the Facroes, And
in those days, 1390, the Facroes were bess than hospitable, as we discovered
by Niceolo Zeno of Venice.

Inspired hv the same wanderlust which sent Marco Polo cast, young Niceolo
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Prince Jlenry waa excited about the land overseas, But, though Niceolo
was fired by his enthusiasm, their fitherman guide died before they could plan
to embark. 1Jetermined, Prince Henry sent his fiest seouting ship, commanded
by Niccolo, which made a landing at Greenland and returned safely. However
Niccolo came home ailing and died within the year,

Tt was nol Antonio who tuok his brother’s place in the proposed expedi-
tion. In the summer of 1395, Prince Henry himself with a foree of his guard,
sel out to the west. They made several landfalls of which Antonio kept a rece-
ord. Then they lost one ship and Prince Henry decided to remain for & while,
sending hack half of hiz men with Antonio. The return voyage was made in
salety and Antonio retumed to Veniee. His account was kept in his family
and finally published in 1558,

But what happened to Prince Henry? We know thal he was again in the
Crkneys for his death there in 1404 is a matter of history.

So the Sinclair Rock. Marks supposed ot be of Indian origin were later
definitely found to be 1he outtine of a fourteenth century sword. This known,
the rock was cleaned—to discover on it the outline of a six fool knight in ar-
mor, not only equiped with the sword in question, bat also with a shield hear-
ing the heraldic insignia of the Sinclairs,

Since one of the landfalls described by Antonin has bern indentified with
a point in Nova Seatia, had the Prince perhaps built a ship, nesed southward
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along the coast before he started home? Is one of his knights buried some-
where near the rock w0 umnistakably marked?

Though no knight walke here Lo regret his long exile, there is a ghost very
much at home in the Huntington House at Hadley. This dwelling was huilt in
1752, but its proud vwner did not enjoy it for long. On September 8, 1755,
he wau killed in an Indian ambush. A friendly Indian eeturned his sword to his
wife, lraditionally passing it through une of the windows of 4 lower room.
Since that day someone seems Lo sleep in the fourpostered bed heneath the
sarme shutiered window, for the bed from time to time shows the impression
of u light body. There are footsteps heard assending to the attie, Children are
often visited in their rooms. A friendly ghost.

Cohasset secmingly has a ghost who rtesents change and would make it
known. The Ships’ Chandlery, huilt in the late Seventeenth century hy the
Batex family, was later the property of John Bates who also gwned a fishing
fleet and wus & most substantial citizen, But when the old building was moved
from the water front in 1957 10 breome a museam, the trouble began. Heavy
footuteps were heard, doors opened and closed. It would seem that John
Bates, is nol at all satisfied, if the disturher of the peace is John, with the
chauge in localion. )

Rhode lstand may have ghosts, bat il also gives earth room to one of the
most talked of of all American mysteries, the Newport Tower. Though it is
claimed Lhal this wax built in the seventeenth century as a mill, several of the
premires on which this claim rests have since been proven false, Such as the
Plowden Faper granting the land to the Plowdens in £632, quite & while hefore
the tower wau supposedly built, and yet making mention of it.

So we can return iu 112} when the Pope appointed Bishop Eric Gynupssan
to the See of Greenland and Vineland, the recently discovered land to the
west, Bishop Gynupssons appointment recordr exist to this day. But was
thete a colony in ¥ineland?

Move to Norway in the eleventh century. Harald the Severe, king of that
land, took a fleet of ships to cross the Adlantic. The records thereafter are ob-
scure. That Harald was moved to make such an expedition at all argued he
had good caure. And there is speculation that he did establisha trading post
colany, which he preferred, as many others have done, to keep a secret.

But what hae Haralds poseible colony and the Bishop got to do with a
tower on Rhode 1sland? Just this—that the tower itself so follows the pattern
of Christian churches of Scandanavia of that period that if it stood any where
elee it would be instantly hailed as such. Also, the windows in it are 5o set that
they cun be wsed for signalling and lookout to the sea, not to the land—a
watch tower for a porL

Su do we have the oldest church on this soil in Rhode Island? Aerial photo-
graphs recently taken disclose add lincs under the turf, perhaps further explo-
ration might prove the truth one way or another.

New York Stale and Gily seems to favor Revolutionary ghosts. There are
the “‘site™ ones, such as the headless soldier who is said to appear out of a rock
crevice at midnight on Watch Hill in Yorktuwn Heights. And the pitiful ones
who te-enact the terrible massacre of Cherry Valley with sounds of shots,
sereams and a wailing in the night.

In New York City itsetf is the famed Morris-Jumel Mansion which is appar-
ently well occupied by a shade. Built in 1763 by Lt-Colonel Roger Morris, it
passed into other hands in 1783, the Colonel, a Tory, withdrawing o England
at the close of the war. In the interim it had suceessively served as headquar-
ters for both General Washington and Sir Henry Clinton,

Madam Jumc! herself wus a figure out of gothic romance. Born in the stums
of Providence, her heauty and iletermination brought her a husband, Captain
de la Criox, and a short visil Lo France. Having shed the hushand during her
travels, she returned to her native land and Steven Jumel, a refugee from  the
slave tiving in Santo Domingo, where he had been a planter. However, Jumel
adapted well to the change and made o [ortune in his new homeland as a wine
merchant.

Eliza, his misiress, played the finest role of ber checkered career in 1800.
Poging as being on her death bed, she persuaded Jumet to marry her. Her re-
vovery was quick, and with name and position she onee more went to Franee,
But her past closed the doors she wanted to open and she returned to a lonely
life at the manor. After a questioned death of her husband, whe increased his
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fortune by shrewd dealing, enough to buy hersetf, when she was fifty-eight
and he was in his seventies, Aaron Burr {or a new mate. Though he was one
time vice-president, he was now thoroughly discredited, and their marriage
ended in divorce,

Though Madam Juemel surrounded hersell with the childeen of her sisters,
her loncliness was legend, she was never recieved by the society she craved,

And, according to report, she has not left the house wherein she lived for so
long. One recent story has her scolding children, brought as a class 1o view the
house, for their noisy behavior,

The Jumel Manor is not the only New York house to be favored by Aaron
Burr, though he seems to prefer thiz second dwelling for his ghostly visits
more than the first. At Lindenwald near Kinderhook, in the Washington lrving
couniry, he hag been seen, wearing ¢ mulberey velvet coat and a ruffled whirt,
He shares this estate with a second and perhaps a third ghost. One of these
was a former president, an uffice Buer reached for but never achieved.

Built in 1797 by Judge William Peter ¥Van News whose son William was
Bure's second in the [atal duel with Alexander Hamillon, Lindenwald is sup-
posed to have sheltered Burr eecretely during the time he was being hunted
for what was deemed murder.

Later the house was bought and remaodeled by Martin Van Buren, eighth
President, when his term of office was completed, Tt was during the latter
time that “Aunt Sarah™ presided in the kitchen. So famed was she for her
pancakes that she was an added attraction for guests. Only it seems that she
intended to continue to rule the kitchen, even after death, as the scent of her
cooking, to be sniffed now and again today, testifies. Duors open and close
without reason, there is a violin heard playing, and footsteps suund. Burr, the
President, Aunt Sarah—all are supposed to stifl make Lindenwald their home.

In Albany stends Cherry Hill on South Prarl Strect. On May 7th, 1827 this
was the site of 4 murder which seems to be reenacted in purt through the years
John Whipple, manager for the Van Bensseluers who owned the property, was
shot through the window by his wile's lover, Jesse Strang, as he confered with
his employer over accounts. Nowdays, someone unseen paces the terrace-
Strang awaiting his viclim® Who knows?

Fort Ontario, Oswego, has two ghosts by report. One's tomhetone can be
seen in the military cemetary, George Fykes, in British uniform of Revolution
ary times, was known to appear once to every new garrison at the fort, the
reason for this strange weleome lost in time. While sentries welking at number
two post there in the past have found themselves awesomely accompanied by
u light shining over their heads, thongh explanation for this manifestation has
ever come to light,

New York has, in addition, a ghost train which appeats in April running  a-
long the Harlem division of the New York Centeal. It is in 1wo parts, both
drawn by old fashioned wide smoke-stacked engines of the 191h century. Hoth
are draped in black. Though no engineer nor fireman appears, the first section
carries passengers of a sort. Mounted on one of several Rateary a band of skel-
etons play their instruments. The second section carried a draped eoffin moun-
ted on a single faltcar, As the train approaches a dark carpet seems to unroll
before it, and clocks along the way stop from five to eight minutes. The date s
significant for it was just at this time of year that Lincoln's funeral train
moved westward bearing the martyr president to his last home. [s Lineoln'
party ever to be engaged in their mournful journey?

This is but a smatl sampling of ghust and mystery itemathere are many
more, Hesearch will enable the would be ghost hunter 1o make out a well
haunted itinerary. Such booke as the following are excellent sources:

Boland, Chatles Michael - THEY ALL DISCOVERED AMERICA
Doubleday 1961

Holand, Hjalmar EXPLORATIONS IN AMERICA BEFORE COLUMBUS
Twayne 1958

Holzer, Hans— YANKEE CHOSTS
Bobbs-Mermill 1966

Jonces, louis C.— THINGS THAT GO BUMP IN THE NIGHT
Hill and Wang 1959

Smith, Susy - PROMINENT AMERICAN GHOSTS
World Publishing 1967

Peopie” by Robert E. Hownrd; Paullne 9mith; Wade
Wellman; Ron Goulart; others.

March 31970: “I, Vamplre!” by Pronsinl /Wallinan; “Con-
vert” by 8, M. Clawron; conclusion of “Let There be
Magic” by Keaveny; postry by Robert E. Howard; more!
You can have any one of these lssues for 60 cents, minkoum
order $1.20,

Send your order to: Fantasy Publishing Co. Inc., 1858 W.
Maln St, Alhambra, Calif, 91801
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