RTON, A CONTZMPORARY AUTHOR OF BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

Rdna N

A thesls submitied to the
Graduste Council of Kent State University
in partial fulfillment of the requirements

for the degree of Hacter of Arts

ROBERT D, LOFLAND
1960




Thesle written by

ROBERT D, LOFLAND

A. B., Mount Union College, 1956
M. A., Kent State University, 1960

Approved by

e e %'@m, Adviser

@r (L‘Q_QJ&'; 5_, Head, Department of Library Secience

, Dean, Graduate School

» rresident




ACKROWJLEDGHERTS

Two people have helped to make this thesis & reality:
Miss Andre Norton, who gave her valuable time in an-
swering wy many cuestions; and Mrs, Enora H, Portteus,
who with patience guided me on the path to my gosl. To
both of these women 1 express wy heartfelt thanks.

iii




TABLE OF CONTENTS

T AUOROBEION & & & 5 5 5 b ain e RN KN
1T, TELIFE OF ANTRE NORION & » « v « ¢ s w5 5 4
III. SURVEY OF ANDRE NORTON'S BOOKS FOR YOUNG PECPLE ,
IV, SUMMARY, o »oo # 5 o v 0 a6 s b bk 3 6 58 5% 8
SRS L L i i s
BIBLIOGRAPHY

iv




CHAPTER I
INTRODGCTION

An interest in Andre Norton began for thig writer in Reading
Interests of the Adolescent, a graduste course in Library Science at
Kent State University. The writer ies a isacher of high school English
and an avid science fiction readers His interest in science fiction
made him want to know mere about this author who devetes go much time
to writing such books for young peonle. © Therefore, this writer has
endeavered to present the 1ife and worke of thie prolifie author in
the hope that from his effort othere will become interested in writing
psimilar theses about anthors who write primarily for young pecple. Ma~-
terial about contemporary authors is difﬁm]:t te locate, and especially
no when one searches for material about thoese who write for young people.

Ho full length beok of biography has been written sbout Mise
Horton. A literary search ylelded little. This writer conesulted Blog-
raphy Index, Twentieth Century Authore, the New York Timee Index, the

Junior Book of Authors, Webster's Siogrephicel Dictionary, the Education

Index, and the Essay and General Literature Index with no results. A

short account of iies Horton ies in Whe'es Who of American Women, but the

best coverage in print is in Current Blography Yearbook, 19561957,

This writer found after an interview with Miss Herton that the latter

1
The writer defines “young people™ as twelve to eighteen year
Oldat ,

1
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article can no longer be considered completely authoritative. This
neceseitated reliance upon interviews and eorrespondence wiith asso-
ciates of the subject of the theslis. Unfortunately, few reeponded to
the letters this writer sent requesting information sbout Hiss Horton
and, especially, their association with her.

Mach of the material of ihis theels war supplied by Mles
Horton in & very long interview in her home in Clewveland, Thic. Jince
the thesls relies sc heavily on this informaticn, the writer documented
only statements gquoted from sources other than the interview, This
was in an effort to aveid using “mias Horton sald,” or *the sald,”
throughout the paber. _

Chepter 11 iz & blogravhical sketch of Miss Norton, This
writer was not ai:l& to obtain the birthdate of ¥Miee Horton in standard
bibliograshical or blographical sources.

A1 of Mise Horton'e originel worke were read with the ex~-

eeption of the joint suthor (and adult) book Murders for Sale. This

writer was not abls to procure & copys thersfore, no attempt has been

made tc svaluaste the book, The book was net avallable at the CQuyshog

County Iibrery, the Toledo Public Library, Youngetown Public Library,
or the Chis State livrary, Clevelend Publie Librarvis copy was une
avgilable,

Chapter ITT discuseer in detail tre two main categories of
her writing, escience fiction and historieal fiction, az well as other
aspects of her writing, A major part of this chapter is a listing of
individual titles, accompanied by comments by this writer and reviews.
- Reviews of the following titles were not available: Ralestone lLauck,

Follow the drum, Murders for Sale, Sarzesso of fpace, Voodoo Flanet,
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The Croseroads of Time, SBeeret of tie lost Race, and The Sioux Spaceman.

Reviews of Niss Horton'e books were traced through Book Review

Digeet, Library Journal, and Booklist. BSibliographicsl information was

supplied by the Cumulative Hook Index, Children's Catalog, the Stendard
Catalog for High Schocl Libraries, and the 1959 edition of Hooks in

Prinmt. The writer also consulbted the -E*iat.ion_ Satélag and the Hational

Union Catalog.

Chapter IV is a brief suswary, Following this ars the ape
pendixest Appendix A, & bibliograrhy of Mizs Norton's books§ Appenw
dx 3, a facsimile of 2n Andre Horton letter. The finsl part of the
papsr ir the bibliograrhicsel sources used 1o gomplete the theele,




CHAPTER II
THE LIFE F ANDRE HORTOR

In a large, quiet, and comfortable house just off noisy Zuciid
Avenue in Cleveland, Uhio, lives Andre Horton and her parents. 1 o
thex second floor of this house is a small library, papered with colorful
book jeckete and overflowing with booke. Here Mise Norton does her
vriting and most of har research,

Andrs Norton, a native of Cleveland, prefers thisz pseudomym to
her real name, Alice Mary Herton, Tnasmuch as she began writing boye
storiee, she chose a nama which could be elther masculine or feminine;
she feels there is a stigma assoclated with women writing storiees for
boye. One time when she particinated on a panel, she remarked, the
other paneliets were rather startled when a woman showed up, Miee Hor-
ton has never written under her real name, :

Hiss Norten is an attractive woman who ie slender; five feet
seven inchee tall, and has dark hair and green eyee. 2 she i the
daughter or Adalbert and Daisy Bertha (Stemm) Norton. Hies Horton's
father's family came from England to America in 163L. In the sarly

nineteenth century the Nortens settled in Ohie, On the maternal eilde

: 1141“ NHorton is planning an eventual move t> Florida where she
expecte tc have & home built that waes designed for her by a nephew, &
feature she looks forward to is having space for hundrede of books in
the living room,

2Enrjorie Dent Candee, (eds), Current Bicecraphy Yearbook, 1956«
1957 (Wew York: H, W. Wileon, 1957), p. LiZ. '

4
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the background io more varied, for there is ancestry of Scotch, English,
Pernneylvenia Mutch, Irish, and Anericen Indian. Her mother's ploneer~
ing family settled in Chio on “bounty land” given for servise during the
Anerican Revolution, > Reparding thie Miss Norton said:
My femily firet settled in Ohio immedistely after the
revolution on & land grant payment for services in the
Maryland Line during the wsr. ¥y grandfather kept the mill
in several down state towne over a period of forty years.
fo we might say that we are one of the “early" families.
In fact, our soldier ancester married an Ohio Indian to
make clegr his claim to the land,
Mise Norton's cne sister passed awsy last year,
Pron the time Miss Norton was two-and-one-~hzlf years old her

mother read t¢ her contimually. At four Little Women was read to her

and she understood it. Mise Norton's mother alec recited poetry to
her by the hour, taking Andre about with her ae she did the housebold
taeke. When she later began to writs, it was her mother who encouraged
her, war a good eritic, and helped with much of the proef reading umtil
failing eye sight foreed her te etop,

Mige Horton'e firet plece of writing was & poem in junior high
gehool, but it was in senior high scheol that her interest in writing
was really kindled, At Collinwoed High Scheol in Cleveland, Mise Nore
ton was assmociated with an interesting group that wrote for the echool

newspeper and anmel, as well as being members of Quill and Seroll

31 bid.

h

Letter from Josephine J. Swinehart, Acting Librarian, The
Harthe Kinney Coover Ohiocana Library Association, Columbus, Chio., June
22, 196,
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(honorary socisty of high school jourmslists). "We wrote all the time,"
said Mise Norten, whe later became editor of both the sched peper and
anrual, president of the honor society for girle, and winner of the
English trophy. It ie to Mise Sylvia Cockran, an inepiring high school
ereative writing teacher,that Mise Nerton attributes her choice of proe
ferpion ar 2 writer. 5 I4¢ wae she who "sparked the group.® There was
a special Inglish clase for those planning to go to college. There
were about ten in thie stimulating group, five of whom are now profes-
eglonal writers, HMies Horton comments thsat high echoel youth at that
time were not hampared by all the exirs-curricular sctivities that
exist todey.

Miszs Horton feele that much could be done in the teaching of
Fnglish and history today. "Modern children don't stretch. A creative
librarian can push them into reading othey things,® she remarked.

Miss Herion wes pgradusted from Collinwood High School in 1930.
After her gradua‘ion she took writing courses at Western Reserve Unie
vereity in Cleveland. 6 ohe had stiended sollege for one-half vear
when the depreession oéomurred and changed her n.riginal plana for becoming
gither an archeclogist or 3 history teacher. Inetead she bezen working
at the Cleveland Public Library as a children's librarian and remained
there from 1931 te 1941, Tn 1941 she went to Washington, D. C., and
from January to October that vesr she worked there on a gitizenchip pro-
ject. (This project wae terminated by World Wer IT.) In February,

Smm mm !‘m‘ 1956‘1957. ODe G'itm, Pe Lil,.

6
Ibid.
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1942, she went to work at the Library of Congress and worked there un~
41 late 1942 when she returned to the Cleveland Public Library. She
really hed not intended %o return, as she had another job in mind, but
the library contacted her and warted her beck as a trouble shooter,
taking over when anyone was i1l or out for any other reason, ?rm. that
time ﬁntil she gave up library work in 195C Mise Norton was either an
assirtant at & larsce branch or head of a small branch.

Becoune of her own heglth, Miss Nerton goee out peldem, Her
pavente are elderly; her father ie 95, and not tec wells For these
reasong they heve to live guletly.

Altkoush much of her time ig devoted to writing and rasearch,
¥ies Norton does have other interests, Bhe ean no longer do the needle-
work she once liked to do begause of her evesight, but rhe does find
time occasionally to quili, HMies Horton is an avid reader and enjoys
reading archeslegy. mystery storics for light reading, translations of
Japanese and Chinese novels, and stories abont nmune and convent life. 1
Her favoriie authors are John Tolkien, Rosemary Suteliff, Georgstie
Heyer, and Manning Coles. She ie an avid collector and her collectione
include spoons, dishes, reproductions of miseum plecen, and books and

magazines. One of her recent purchases was eight years of St. Hicholas

magazine in slmost perfect condition,®

=
Miss Norton ig a Preshyterian. 8he simply finds the latier
group interesting becauss she knows go little aboutl this srea.

8
i She has soquired the ilseues for 1888, 1889, and 1891 through
l - : 5
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Migs Alice D. Hartin, with shom Miee Horton worked as an
assistant in the children's room at CGlenville Branch of the Cleveland
Publie Library, had thie to say sbout HMies Kortoni

« +» « the was 2 wonderful worker. ©he worked fast and in-
tently, never rutiing anything off until later. In her
character, her integrity stande out moet, I think that is
one of her outstanding qualities., ©She is abgolutely sine
cere. ©She seemed to remember everything she ever read and
she could interest our clientele, especially the older
boye, in reading good books. She had a way of maxking one
feel it was his duty not to go on any longer without read-
ing that book and finding out more. She even got me to
read a book of science ficticn. ©he wes good with all the
ehildren; but especially geood with older ones. They would
ask for her when she wae not in sipght, Her mind seemed to
be a perfect storehouse of knowledge of facts and bits of
gnowledge she remsubered, and that helped a great deal in
locating a boock the borrower could tell us only & small
part of. 9

Hise Alice K. Hatch, another children's librarian with whom
Mige Rorton worked as an assietant, remarked:

s o « Certain traits stand cui vividly in my =memoryt her
genuine enthusiasm for reading, especially reading which
wae informative ar well as intriguing, and her ability to
pags that enthusiasenm on to the rounger people with whom
she workedy her literarv integrity = not only in her own
writing but in her seleoctions from the works of othere for
yeung elients; the palnetaking and exhaustive research in
search of accuracy, A thorcughly sincere worker in the
field of literature; and therefore one sble te interest
and hold her special sudience. 10

Mise Hatch aleo mentioned in a later note that HMise Horton, who pre-
ferred working with older children, once sald to Alice Martin,"Irying

2
Letter from Miee Alice D, Martin, children's librarian. at
Cleveland Public Library, July kL, 1950.

10

Letter from Mies Alice K. Hatch, retired children's lie
brarian, at Cleveland Public Library, July 7, 1960,




9
to tell stories 1o small children is like trying te put a 1id on & box
of wutterflies,® At that tize she was telling oveles of storlies. 1
¥ys, Ben Lumle, who works part-time at the Memorial Hranch of
the Cleveland Fublic Library, had this to say sbout Mise Norton:
¥ise Norton hss a fine mind end a remarkable memory.
She seuld tell on a minute's notice detalle of and sbout
an asaring variety of books, Fhe is seemingly possegsed
of a most upusual grasp of detalls sboul authors, publishe
ere, plots, and genersl information in meny fields, Her
sclence fiction books ars very imaginative. r<She ig= an
erudite porson, 1
A4 citation and plague were raceived by Mlss Horton from the

Duteh government for The Sword ie Drewn, which wae a Junior Literary

Oulld eelection, Ancther book, fHuon of the Horm, was given the Page Cne

Award of Biatingaiﬁhad Books, which is sponsored by the American Newse
paper GHulld, 13 ¥ies Norton tied for second place in the Chicana Li-

brary Juvenile Award, 15h9, for Sword in “heath. Sargesso of fpace was

a choice for g (German book club under ite Usrman title, Die Raumschiffw

Falle., 1h

fiss Horton is listed in Who's who of American Women, and is 2

member of the Women's Hational Hook Azsocliation and Theta Sigma Fhi, 15

L
_ Hote from Mise Alice K. Hateh, retired children'z librarian,
st Cleveland Public Library, July 12, 1960,

12 : s
iote from ¥ys. Ben lumls, children's librarian at Memorial
Branch of the Cleveland Public Library, July 12, 1560.

i .
3Gurrent Blography Tearbeok, 1956«1957, op. cit., pe L12.

ik
Letter from Andre I%ertcm-,- July 2_;, 1960,

15 _
Who'e Who of American Women, 1958-595 @& Biographical Die~-
ticnary of Hoteble Living Americen Women  (Chicagot Varquis, 1958),
p’ 9590




CHAPTER III
SURVEY OF ANURE NORTON'S BOOKS POR YOUEG PEOPLE
Introduction

Andre Horton has channeled most of her writing talents into
ereating novels for young pecple. Thus far she has & total of twenty-
- nine such booke to her credit, all but one of which she has written a-
lone. Hiege Norton's novels cen be divided inteo four categories: science
fietion, historical fiction, fairy tales, and adult mystery stories. For
young people she has written seventeen science fiction novels§ nine books
of historical fiction, three of which are spy stories; as well as the
one adult mystery novel. Thie writer feels it 1§ glgnificant to add
thie final category, since the author is working on a series cf ihree
mystery novels in collaboration with another author, 1 1m addition,
Mige liorton has also edited four anthologies of sclence fiction, none
of which contain her own stories. 2

1
Hiss Norton is working with an author from Toronto, Canada,
and the collsboration is being done by mail..

2

These are: Jameson, Malcolsm, Mlu-d of the Patrols
ad. by Andre Norton (Cleveland:s World PUbDLiehing GO, Tg‘;
Space fervice; ed, with introduction aad notes by Andre Herton
‘(%W'—_mm World Publishing Co., 1953); Space Pioneers; ed. with
introduction and notes by Andre Norton (Wew York: worlid Publishing
Co., 195k); Epace Police; ed. with introduction and notee by Andre
Norton (Cleveland: Wworld Publishing Co., 1956).

10

— — e
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Bhadow ﬂa_wk, scheduled for August publication, is a story of

the rise of the famous E:lght@m}m ynasty in Egypts Miss Horton cone
giders thie Yguite an smbitiocus pmjoeh“s Presently Miss Hopton ie
working on a Civil War novel about General Morgan and Sedford Forrest,
eovering the laet vear of the war, This is a part of the Civil War
that hae msf.,. to Hise Horton's knowledge, been used yvet for teehace
fiotion, The working title of this book is Ride Proud, Rebel!

Hiese Horton does not think her writing in the future will be
in any one area. m‘ you stay with one thing, you find yourself typed
by the publisher and the publie, and in addition you find yourself a
formula writer.” She tries, thersfore, to write an historical novel or
another t pe about every three years. "Spy stories are nobt toc popular
nowdare,® she added. When asked if she preferred writing secience fic-

tlen to historical fiction, or vice verss, she replied, ®"No. It's
about equal, It depende on what 1 have a good idea for at the particu=
lar moment.”

When asked which of the books she liked best, Hlee liorton
found it difficult to snswsr, However she did sar that she felt Stand
lo Horse was the best written from the standpolnt of using reference
matorials.

Peeudonyne

Mise Norten has written mainly under the name Andre NHorton.

Chiefly for business reasong she wrote three science fiction novels

3
Letter from Andre Nortom, July 2, 1960.
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(Plague Ship, Sergaseo of fpace, Voodoo Flanet) under the name Andrew

Korth., Allen Weston wae used as a jolni pseudonym with Grace Allen for
Furders for Sale.

Pattern of Writing

Hiss Horton writes aboui one-ande-one~nalf houre each morning
befere lunch and manages to write about apcther hour after lunch., Xach
day she spends about two-and-one~half hours at actual writirsg,' aside from
research, Each novel requires from ten to twenty booke of research which
ghe trise 1o make ag accuraite as possible.

Of her writing Mise Norton says, "I try to tell a good story.
1 don't like bocks writien for a purpose.® She doee feel strongly sbout
racial prejudice and does not believe it should exiet, Regarding the
relationships between men and animals, she believee they "pould be car-
ried toahigher degree.” Her sclence ficticn herose are often scooms

panied by some animal, whose relationghip with the young man ie Gtreught
to a closer affinity by mental communication without epsech, such as "

in The Beast Faster where the beast master and his animals work as a

tean through this type of coswmunication. She fesle that the hero must !
be an orphan in order that his parente cannot interfere with his ace |
tions, The hero must be between eightesn and twenty-twe yeare old,

preferably between eighteen and tweniv. He must be independent, ma-
ture for his vears, and usmally esomeone who hés been kicked around a : '|

bit. A roung here iz not out of place and ghe sugpeets that one need

ontly look at American history teo see this,

R~ — T
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Miszs Norton feels romance iz out of place in a straight action
adventure etory. Ferhape thie can be explained by her statement: "In
high school I was under the influence of :Sir Henry Rider- Haggard and
Talbott Mundy, and they used this style (action adventure), and they
held up beautifully,"

ne finds few women in & Hepton novel, and they are given
only minor roles. There are two notable exceptionss In Follow the
Drum a girl is the prineipal character. The other ie Ralestone = Luck
in which & brother and sister share egual roles as prineipal characters.

Hiss Norton does not hawve a particular person in mind when
she creates a character, The physical description of a character, how-

ever, way be that of 2 person she has seen once or twice.
Selence Fiction !

In writing science fiction Miss Norton gete much of her raw
materisl from folklore. She creates her animals, many of which are une
usual, ueing real snimale as a basis., For research Mes Horton finde
enimal and travel books quite useful, including in the latter group
those shout odd places on earih. ®iditore like the books better when
they are on other planets." ©the alsc mentioned that she gets her
people off the space shipes as soon as posdible, eince che is not ne-
chanically minded.

Hise Horton would prefer writing fantasy, but she said, "There

h"ﬁcimce fiection cle a form of ficticn now riveling the mys-
fery story in popularityv. 'Begotten by Imagination in the bedy of Tech=
nology.® {Clifton Fadiman). Benet, William Rose, Readers' Encyclope=
dia &%ﬂia of World Literature and the Artse, with supplement
orks homas 7. OPowell COmMpany, 1955)s Pe L2005
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is practicslly no sale for it today.® In differentiating between science
fietion and faa%aéy, she offere thie distinotion: "Science fiotion keepe
to realien, Fantasy jumps right in with no stepping stone, no logical
explanation needed.”

#iss Horton often gets letters from teenagers asking questions
about places, people, or history in her books. Fhe feels, then, thet her
books can be gtepping stones to related ma‘c&r‘i&le. 411 of her science
fiction, as well as her other books, for young people, have some &n~
thropology or history for this purpose.

Regarding sclence fietion Mise Horton hag the following ade
vige for libraviens: |

Wdhether vou like sclence fiection or not « read it bee
fore you condemn, Learn to live ghead - in 1980 plus. It
hap its charms and you de meet ths most interesting people.”
She pointed cut that the best sclence in fisction leads to
peience in fact. The gadget siory and the space opera have
been replaced by stories of higher literary standards desl-
ing net with PE¥Me (bug-eved woneterz) but with human beings.
e dare not laugh at the thought of & moon colony in 1980,%
she wrote, "Marbe this boy, who aske =& librarien: for
Arthur C, Clarke's lorabion in fpace or one of Robert
Heinlein's novels, will be amons the firet 1o walk the red
sande of Hars. There ig ne longer such fietion in our
science fietion =~ the authors are only shead of time . « »
The fiction of one generation is the reality of the next." 5

Historieal Piction

#aterial for historicsl novels comss from various sources,
including histories and disries. Fhe finde that people are axtremely
helpful and give reame of material. Mes Horton still correspends with

5
lorton, Alice HMary, "Living in 1980 plus - * by Andre Nortom,
© pseuds  Library Journal, LXXVII (September, 1952), 1Li63-1Lbks

WS
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with two Dutch friends whe gave her material for her stories with a
Dutch background, Another friend in the Dutch Bset Indies pave her
"marvelous materisl® for Sword in Sheath. Since her health requires

that she remain at home much of the time, she buys most of the boozs
needed for research. At the present time she lendes to a&nd borrowe from
a friend who le writing a novel related to the same period as the novel
ghe ie writing, M¥iss Norton watches remainder sales "like 2 hawk.® 6
She buys as many thinge as she can in paperbacke, since they are less
expensive, Che slsc watches for publications from university presses
and for doctoral diesertaticne, In other words, she tries to watch all
SOUrCEs.

Sometimes she buye with the future in mind, although she may
have immediate use for a source material. 'The books she buys which
ehe feels she will not use agsain she pasees on to her family and friends,
who have come 10 expect bookes for birthdey and holiday gifte. Ancther
source of information le televieion, from which Misze Norton geis good
ideas on acticn, particulariy {rom some televiszion westerns.

These novels, in Hiss llortonts opinion, are four times as
mach work as sclence fiction novele. They are much harder work, es-
pecially the battle soenes which phe finds are guite difficult.

8hort Stories

Misg Horton has written in the short etory medium and has had
two short stories publisghed. "Housetrap" which appearsd in FM and

6.& remadnder sale is a sale of books remaining in the publishe

er's stook when sales have ceased or bacome unprofitable.

—

P
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Selence Fietion was reprinted in Best Science Fiction of 19553 | "1l

Cats are Urey" appeared in Fantastic Universe. Hiss Norton feeals that

ghe is not good at writing short fiction and that her short storles

usually become symopsss of novels.
Illustratore

In regard te illustrators, Hise Norton stated tvat she has nct
chogen them herself. "You usually have nothing to say about illustra-
tors," she remarked. When she began her relationship with the World
Publishing Company, however, they asked her to recommend an illuetrators
Her suggestion was Zdmund A. Emshwilier. (thers who have illustrated
Mies Norton's books include Duncan Coburn, lLorence Bjorklund, ¥Nicolas
Mordvinoff, Joe Krush, Laura Bannon, Leonard Vosburgh, Kate Seredy, Vire
gll Findlay, and Richard M, Powers.

Trenslatore

Mise Norton has had no relationshipe with her translators, for
2 book ie sold ae a2 unit to a publisher in that country. Presently
there are eix volumes in translation and two mors are to be translated.
Her booke have been translated into German, Italian, Spanish, Denish,
and Dutech., In particular the Uermans seem to like her science ficticn.
Her books have also appeared in British editions, in editione for the
blind, and in Pocket Book publications, °

?curmnt Biography Yearbook, 1956-1957, op. c¢it., ps Ll2.

8
Ibid,
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Reviewers

When asked her reaction to reviewerey Miee Horton replied that
she found it difficult to answer. |
It've had uniformly good reviews, 1've had good luck
with reviewers. Cfome 2re helpful, I review myself and know
the other side of the picture. Hoviewers are helpful with
thinge that might have escaped you.

A careful checking of Bock Review Digest by the writer shous

that Mise Horton haz received predosinantly favoprsble reviews,
Publisners

. Mise Norton's first two Dooks were published by Appleton-
Century. Her third novel was published by the William Penn Publishing
Corporaticn. The next two were published by Houghton«Mifflin, Her
\rnhtionm:‘..p with this company ended with a change in their staff, In
1948 Mies Horton began her leng relationship with Hareourt, fBrace and
Company, Since that time, however, originsgl publication has been by
Gnome Prese (for whom she did editing work 1951-1956); Hammond and
Hammond {British); Aco Bocks, Incorporated (paperbacks)s and the Werld
Publishing Company. Various booke have also been published by foreign
publishere.

Mies Norton's asecciation with the World Puhliéhing Company
began when she did editorial work for them, Then they asked her to
de an original work.

¥igs Norton has about four bocks in the making at a time. &he
tries to give each year bne book to Harcourt, frace and Company; one
book to the World Publishing Compary; and one novelette to Ace Books,
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Incorporated (vaperbacks), for whom ehe has been writing originals
during the past few vears. Ace Books will teke almost anything, with
only a few isboos, such as ESP and future wers. ?

- When Niss Norton began writing she was mrkﬁng &8s & librarian
at the Cleveland Public Library, Then 1t took her about elghteen
monthe to write one book. She reminded me that 1t is hearitbreaking
news vhen & novel is not sesepted for publication after one has mut
go much work ahd effort into it,

How that she ie well eetablished in the writing field and is
no longer eiployved (outeide of writing) she finds that she can write a
book in abeut eix monthe, and turne out, ae mentioned, the three each

vear for ithe ihrese sforementioned publisiers.
Individuel Titles

The writer has read all of the books for young people by
¥ise Norton. In addition he has used Book Review Digeet, Library Jour-

nal, and Booklist in attempiing to locate reviews of Misze Horton'e

bocks. Bach of these reviews was then carefully examined,

The writer has endeavored to give (1) a brief descriptive an~
notationy (2) comments which are the writerts opinion, ae well as per-
tinent quotations of reviewers;'® and (3} an indication as to whether
the book ie in print. .

' 9%3? megne extrasenzory perception.

10
In documenting the reviews the writer has not repeated the
name of the author in each footnote becsuse all titles are Ly the same
suthor, :
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The Frince Commands, Hize Norton's first novel, pghlishea baw

fore she wae twenty~one, is the story of sighteen year old Michael iarl,
raleed ae 8 wealthy American boy, who finds himeelf Urown Prince of
Yiorvenis, pretender to the throne, and very much invelved in the internal
affeires of that country, including s revelution in which his cousin be-
comes kKing., The story is warm, with pleasant bite of humor, but one
feels truly sorry for the cold life of the twe young royal cousine.
Thie is & romentic story, yet highly believable in its 1930's setting.
The excellent illustrations by Zate feredy in this juvenile

are far toc few., Paul Allen said of the books %It ie o be recommended
for the children of those who once read Uraustark. It has all the same
grod pointe jumbled up differently to look new,® 1 Another comment
worth noting is Mee Alice Hartin'e statements

« +« « Once she agked me, as many aepiring writers for

ehildren'e booke do ask children's librarians, for some

good books t¢ read, sz she wanted to try writing for

children. I euggested some books for her, and I remen

bar when her first book came out . . + I remember Hiss

Effie FPower, at our new book meeting, said, “The can

write, This book shows a style of (raustark quality." 12

The book is no longer in print.

Four years later, in 1935, Ralestone luck was published. Ihe

book, the only one Hiese Norton rewrote and zold, relates the adventures

of two teenagers and ibeir older brother when they return to the family

u?ml illen, Review of The Prince Commands, Book Review Di-
gest, XXX (August, 193h), 697. ' '

: Letter from Hiss Alice D, Martin, children's librarian at
Cleveland Fublie Library, July L, 1960. Wiee Effiec Fower i asuthor of
Hork with Children in Public Libreries, an ALA publicatien.
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home, Pirate's Haven, in Louleiana., They discover that men are trying
to take thelir ancestral houe, and they feel succeeding events depend
upon their finding a famlly sword called "The Luck of the Lorne.,® fthis
tee, is a romantic tale, but if offers plenty of action, several warm
smiles, and a happy ending., The charscters are quite realistic and
the good ones, at least, appealing individuals.

The black snd white line drawinge by James Reid are foreeful.
Unfortunst ely they are few.

This writer was uneble to locate a review of this book, which
is nc longer in print,

In 1942 Follow the Drum appeared. This is the story of a girl

who comes to Maryland in 1662 in pearzh of her brother after he is
shipped ae a redemptioner to the NHew Worlde In her adventures she saile
to Sermuda, and then cn to Haryland where she buys land and builde a
home for the future of her brother and herself. This long (312 pages)
Jjuvenile novel is divided into three booxe, dealing with London, Ber-
muds and Marvliand., The tale ie a romantic adventure story. It is a2
plea=ant one, despite the misfortunes that happen to the brother, and
one simply knows all will oome ocut right. The story has a happy end-
ing wherein Johamma, the main charascter, finde a mate; thie will doubte
leesly asppeal to the girl reacers for whom the book is obvicusly ine
tended.

The only illustration is an atiractive frontisplece, which
is uneigned,

No review was found for this book, which is no longer in
print.



2

The Sword is Drawn, first in a series of three spy stories,

wae published in 194k, and is listed as especially recommended in the

1945-1950 supplement of the Standard Catalog for High School Libraries.
Poyes and adulte would like ite drama and adventure.

Thie story tells of the adventures of Lorens van Horreys, a
vouth of Holland, in the early 1940's et the time of the Nazi invaeion.
The story ie related ag if the writer is sending lettere to an American
penpal telling of his life during the time of the war., Lorens' ad-
ventures take him from Rotterdam to Java, Australia, America, and FEng~
land, but finally he returns to the Betherlands to join the underground
and to get a fabulous necklace, "The Flowers of Orange," that his grand-
father had hix hide in a time-locked safe. Told in a series of four
seciicne, each of these begine with & part of a letter and ende with
its conclueion. The in-between part is the yamn iteelf.

The adventures of Lorens seea gomewhat amaging., Much of the
brutality of the war is by-passed, but it would not have had to be. In~
ternational friendship and freedom are the important ideas that are ex~
pressed in this story. The characterization is good.

. funcan Coburn'es illuetrations are very goed, in particular
the colored frontispiece. One roﬂmr remarkeds

The beook is well written snd without hercics. Wash

and charcoal drawings vividly illustrate the incidents of
the tale and catch the strength of Lorens' character.

The book is no longer in print,

11
3&. 7. Hagton, Review of The Sword is Drawn, Hew York Times,
(Aprid . 22,200), 23,
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Hext sppeared Hogne Reynard, Mise Nerton's adaptation of the
- beast saga. Frior to writing this book:Mise Horton had teold it to
youngsters as & story hour st the Cleveland Public Library, This re~ .
telling of the beast sage in a courtly manner relates how Baron Reynard
the fox did many bad thinge and sc was banished froa King Lion'e Jourt.
Written in a manner young children will like, 1% veade as if
gomeone iz telling the story. Laura Bennon expressively illustrated
thie book with friendly, clever black snd white illustratiocns which
give a fealing of the HMiddle Ages. A reviewer said of the book:
Hach section ie ghort mid wncomplicated emcugh %o
hold interest and the ecrry experiences of the tﬁﬁ’amrxt
animals, rether then the clever tricks of erafty Reyna
enlist the reader's sympathy, Leurs Bsnnon's humm

line draw enter fully into the spirit of the animl
mtﬂmg <&

Reynard is no lenger in print.

The fotllaumg vear “carface was published. Cfoarface is re-

commended in the 1956 Childrsn's Catalog for first purchase and is es~

recially recommended in the 19h8-1950 supplement of the Standard _Ga;talog

for High School ilbrariss. Thie ie an adventure packed pirate story,

with & mystery, for the juvenile reader. Scarface, in his teens, ie
ecabin boy to notoricus Captain Cheap, who operates cut of the Vest
indies. 4YWhat heppene to Scerface after he ;mms company with the pi~
rate crew following an unsuccessful attack on a town ie an exciting
story, The boy with the mysterious past lesrne in the end that he is
the son of Sir Robert Scarlett, hunter of pirates. Scarfece is a

m&« H, Jordan, RHeview of Ropue Hewnard, Hernbook, XIXIII
(duly, 1947), 263,
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likeable young chap, and he deserves the better life that he finds at
the end of the story.
The characterization ip good, especislly that of Justin Hade
(fcarface) and Francis Hynde, The English dialogue le most amusing, The
writer believes the historical beckground to be accurate.
The illuetrations by Lorence Bjorklund are attractive and
interesting black and white drawings, some of which are full page. 4
librarian, reviewer, writer, Hary Gould Davis; sald of Scarface:
Older readers will compare the welle-written and plote
ted story with Howard Pyle. It has humer snd atmosphere
and action that never falter. Iven the minor characters are
sharply drawn. It is "strong meat.” There is no softening
of the brutality and coarsensss of the "men from the sea.”
%o older beye and girles and to adulte it will probsbly e~
merge ﬁ cne of the cutstanding adventure stories of the
Tear.

The book is still in print.

Sword in Sheath, second in the spy seriee, appeared next for

publication. (It was later published in an English version as Island
of the Lost in 1953). This book ie especially recommended in the 19Lbe
1950 supplement to the Standard Catalog for fiigh School Libraries.

It relates the adventures of Lawrence Kane (penpal of Lorens van

Norreys in The Sword is Drawn) and Sam Muraseki, two 0f¢ sgents, as they

seek knowledge of a suppesedly dead Gl who was lost somewhere in the
Dutch Bast Indies during World War II. The story takee place sbout a
year after the war is over. They find, to their delight, that Lorens
is on the same Dutch ship they are; so the three of them esail together

15
M, G. Davis, Review of Scerface, Saturdsy Review of
Literature, XiXI (Oetobery ;ioip), 35.
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te varicus small islande, They find pearls, s well ae Hezie and Japas
nese soldieors, on & small, uncbérted island.

This i & good adventure story with a lot of suspense. The
ﬂharaemrimﬁ&em are well drawn, We find Hegro, white, and Japanese
(Hisei)} working together in a way that iz admivstle, The story is
written maturely encugh to be of interest to adulil resders. One rather
likes the idea of meeting Lorens van Norreys again and finally meeting
the 3:1@;233. Lavrence Kane. Jane Cobb in Atlantic said: Y"ihe etory is

breathtaking. The dialogue, Yoo, iz exceptionally geod.® 16
' The book 15 etill in print, '
fluen of the Horn, published in 1951, is recommended for first

purchase in the 1956 edition of Children's Catalog. This ie Miss Nore

ton's adaptation of Sir John Sourchier's 153L translation and is based

on his Boke of Duke Huon of Burdeux se it appears in the publications

of the ZSarly English Text Soecletv. It is a later pasri of the Charlee
nagne saga, an elsborate fanteey relating the shory of Huen of Bordeaux
and his many adventures in which he is aided by Oberon the ELf King.
The narrative iz divided inte two parts: (1) telling chiefly about

big trip to the Holy Landy (2) telling how he saved his wife and king=
dom frow a selfish lord and the wrath of the emperor,

Huon of the Horn is & delightful juvenile falry tale told in

the manpner of the storyteller. Originally 1t was told in a story hour by

Hige Horton at the Cleveland Fublie Iibrarv. It would be an excellent

book to read te younger children, The writer believes that the chamm

Jane Cobb, HAeview of Sword in Sheath, Atlantie, CLEXIVI
{ December, 1949}, 10k,
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ef the story grows on one as he rsads it} hovever, the writer wondars
if its old and courtly etrvle would amuee 2 jet-sge group.
Mloeck and white illustrations by Joseph Krush are veyry M,-.
tractive. A reviewer in the Satupder Review of Litersture sald of Huon

of the Horns

This is & beok that belongs with the great company of
here tales, . » «» The stoyy isg stirring and inspiring.
Huon has something of Eoland's gqualities: charm, coursge,
a romantic apreal, and the fiery spirit of youth. It is
an important addition to the hero ataaris?* We owe & debt
of gratitude to sdepter and publisher. &

Huon of the Horn ie still in print.

Hige Norton'e first publiched ecience fiction story is Ster
Yan'g fon, which has Cleveland as a baskground, Fors, the main charace
ter, is a boy in a world which has been set back by the ravages of an
atmie.var. In his adventures with his cat, Lurs, he mesis another
young man. Together they face many weird and horrifying thinge in this
tale for the juvenile reader. In the end there ies & truce between the
tribes whe band together %o face the Ueast Things, terrible crestures
that resulted from radistion. '

: The two youngsters in this boou face unbelievable cbetacles;
it is somewhat inoredible that they are the Lringers of pesce ameng the
trives. The friendship belwesn the two, c‘&gxfieasly black and white, is
an excellent exasple of racial egquality which could exist. The story
has excitement and suspenes. Illustraticns by Hicolas Mordvinoff, a
Caldecott winner, are guite graphic black and white line drawings. One
reviewer remarked of the book:

1T_aav1eﬁ of Huon of the Horn, Ssturday Review of Litersture,

XTIV (Hovember, 107, 10s
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Although Ster Man's Seng 2250 A, D. is not science fig-
tion in the strictest sense (10 gpece suits or other al-
luring gadgets) it cught 1o interest any young resder who
hae caet a speculative eye upon the fubure. 1

Ster Men's Sen is still in print.

The following year Miss Norton's Ster Rangere appeared. In
this tale Renper Sergeant Karir and his companions, some of whom are
human and some of whom are intelligent nonhumans, land thelr space
ghip on an uninown planet where they diecover the evil Cummi and othere
who hed lended earlier. ODriven from the civilians after thsy vanguish
fumml becauge of fesr of the poseibility of asother iron rule, the
Patprel sets out on its own, aide another ship's arrival from outerspace,
and begine s new life on a planet (Terra) that was thought to be only
a legend in 80SL a. I,

Thie stoyy has a faet wmoving plete It is well written and
woald interest tesnagere as well as adulte. The characters; both human

and nonbuman, are intevesiing. There is em;m'niamhip among these

people, and we learn how prejudice can be destroyed by mutusl needs and
understanding, One reviewer said of the book:

Ho cute-and-dried star-hopring here, btut oddly sll the
more impact of the awe and wonder of space ~ as the ocean
may have more mesning to g castawsy than te & trans-ccesnic
plane passenger. » « « in 211, an excellent book for the
new ecience fieticon reader, and sven for the veteran a
refreshingly resdable one. :

Star Rangers is still in print.

18& L. Buell, Review of Siar Man'e Son, Hew York Times
(August, 1972), 12 i

19 _
He H, folmes, Review of ftar Rangers, New Tork Herald
Tribune Book Meview (August, . 3)y 9u "
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At Swords' Points, third in the gpy serdes; lg listed in the

1955 supplement of the Stendard Catelog for High School Libraries and in

the 1951-1955 suaﬁplmnt te the Fiection Cataleg. It telle of nineteen
vear old Quinn Anders and his trip to Burope to determine the cause of
his brother's supposedly accidental death, GQuinn hunte a tressure
that is sought by others (including the Russians) in addition to meet-
ing some rether interesting charscters., The title of the story comes
from 8 line in the stovry: Mie are a‘iways at gwords' points with the
enery, 20

The stoyy ie a good combination of mystery and adventure.
The weaknesses of the young man in the story make him seen quite real-
istle, The story ie credible and might easily have bappened. If one

has read the first twe of thie spy series, he is prepared to meet old

friende again, A review in the Saturday Review of Literature stated:

Hratery, suspenee, and action combine fo make an ex~
eiting, well-uritien story of escape and rescue., ‘There iz
ne "uriting dewn® to a juvenile levely its nineteen year
old herc and ite straight forward style will appeal te all
boys over twelve,

At Swords' Polnts i et411 4n print,

The Stars are Oursl, which alse appeared in 195k, is snothar

well=written science fiction story. In the year 2500 A, D., Dard

fiordis and hie niece, Uessie, leave Terrs with the ¥ree Scientiste

Norton, Alice Mary, At Sworde' Points {New York: Hare
court; OGrace and Compeny, 19%3, Pe 270,

2
Review of At Swords' Pointe, Saturdsr Heview of litera=
ture, XIXIVII (Hovember, =  ); J2. : e
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after the esarth has been set back to the primitive stage. In the hope
for freedem, there ie a flight through space and time to amother world,
one which has an amphibious people, drsgone, and ruined citles of an- -
cther eivilization,

The writer feels that there is a valuable lesson in this storys
freedom must be always guarded, a lesson that certainly ls of i.m;:_éztm

today a® perhaps never before., It seeme slightly unbelievable that the
boy Dard in the tale would be accorded go much favoritism. Other than
this, the story is interesting as are the characters in it. A reviewer

for the Hew York Times sald of the book:

» + « based on the theme that man'e desire for personal
liberty can overcome all adversity. Some readers may
feel too much happene in toe few chapters, but even

will egree that this is a rip-snorting adventure tale. 22

The book 1s still in print.

Yankee Privateer, listed in the 1951-195% supplement to the

Fiction Catalog, was the firet of three books published in 1955. Fite-

hugh Lyon is pressed into service on & Yankee privateer while on his
way to join the army at the time of the American Revolution, His ade
ventures on the high seas take him tc England where he is imprisoned,
ascapes, and learns that he ie wanted by his grendfather to rule ihe
family estates, Fits finally rejoins his crew as a full lieutenant.
This ie an unuesually good gea story with a fine Revolutionary

War backgrourxl. Each chapter ieg preceded by a short peem of the authoris

ereation, adding style to the book., The dialogue is exceptionslly good.
The story seemg highly credible.

"
Le T. Bulman, Review of The Stars Are Outl, New Tork Times
(ﬁmﬁtv’ 195153; 13.
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The drawinge by Leonard Vosburgh are excellent black and white
drawings, showing force snd strength shich fit the story well. Elaine
Simpsen wrote sbout Yankee Privateer: "Very good story with accurate
historical background and stmosphere. Recommended for ages 10-15." 23
The story is still in print,
Sargaseo of Space ie the firet of three Dane Thorson-Solar

Queen adventure stories written under the name Andrew Horth. Dane
Thorsen, & young recruit, is assigned to duty on a spaceship called
the Solar Queen, They go to the planet Limbo, where the ship's crew
has trading rights. There they become involved in dangerous and ex=
citing action complicated by criminals who have learned to operate
machinery of another and earlier civilization, that of the Forerunners

Although the plot of the story ie relatively slmple, the story
ieg told so well that one is caught in the excitement of the adventures
of Dane Thorson and his fellow crew members. The characterization is
gocd, One can easily believe that these events might happen in the
vear 3511, the time of this story,

Be review waer found for this book. It is available as & pe-
perback from Ace Booke, Incorperated.

Stapr Guard, the third Norton novel published in 1955, is
listed in the 1956 supplement to the Standard Catalog for High School

Libraries. Cometime after L4130 A. DU., Kana farr, a young Terran, goes
to the far off planet Fronn where his group is set against by otrer

Terrans, showing & plot to destroy those from earth by the Central

23
flaine Simpson, GHeview of Yankee Privateer, Library
Joum&l_, m (HW 2 -." s 9 1.3'53.
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Control. However Centrel Control underesitimates the Terrens who have
been working secretly for hundredof vesrs to save themeelves.

This story ie somewhat slower in pace snd seemed o the
writer overly long. It lacks the excitement of sume of the other
stories, The off world people of Fromn are unusual and interesting,
but they add little o the plet which is chiefly a stroggle bstwesn
the Central Oommand and the men from Terra. Villiers Gerson in the

Hew York Times said of Star CGuard:

Andre Horton has filled her book with enough in-
trigue, esplonage and battle to make a fasi moving ad-
venture which should enthrall teen~agers. 2

The second Dane-Thorson-Sclar Queen adventure story, Plague
- Ship, was published in 1956 under the name Andrew North. Dane and the
ship go to the planet Sargol to trade for gems, but find one of the
big companies has agents there te rival the Free Traders. &fter sgolve
ing thie problem and winning over the natives, they find they have 2
much more serious problem. A strangs sicikness affects part of the
erew and the ship ie branded as a plague ship unable to land because
of pecples' fear of diseases from outerspace. 4 dramatic landing 1§1
the heart of the blast off area on Terra leads them to a town where
they swing the odde in thelr favor,

Thie is & suspenseful and exciting tale. The action i about

& year later than the first of the series, Sargassc of Space. There ie

gome repetition of facts, but this ls understandably nscesssry for the

book to stand as sn independent work. Seversl printing errore wers

Villiers Gerson, Heview of Ster Guard ﬁw York Times
{(November 1. 1955}, 10. :
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noted, The story ends on a definite note of mere to come. Albert
Wonhelt said of Plague Ship: "A well written, tense, better than
average space opera despite a somewhat hysterical ending. Should ap-
peal to older high school science fiction fans,® 25 Another reviewer
renariked:
The writing is careless (and badly proofread), but
the interstellar adventures are ingeniocus, suspenseful, and
decorataed by intasgs-t&ng glien animale - plue 2 first rate
spaceship's cat.
Plague Fhip is available as & paperback from Ace Books, Ine

corporated.

The Crossroads of Time, Miss Norton's first original for Ace
Booke, has woung Blake Walker trana’pomd to parallel worlds after his
unusual power of perception of danger leade him to save another man's
life, In these parallel worlds he has as opposition not only the
pecple of thoss worlds, but alsc the evil Pranj, 2 ruthlese man who
geake a world in which to set himself up ar a tyrant,

Thie refreshingly different science fiction story of action
acrose parallel worlde is full of suspense. It ig a fascinating tale
that ie quite believable. The charscters and the getiinge seem real-
istic. No reviews were discovered,

The book is available as a paperback {rom Ace Books, In-

goyrporated,

as&lbert Honhelt, Review of Plague Fhip, Library Journal

LXXXI (June, - ), 1553,

26
H, H. Holmes, Review of Pl Ship, Hew York Herald
Tribune Bock Review (May, ), ﬁ'."jmn“””';ﬂ :
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Hext, appeared Stand to Hoxse, a realistic story of army life,

vhich ie listed in the 1957 Standard Catalog for High Schocl Libraries.

Young Ritchie FPeters joins the army in the early 1860's as part of the
army in New Mexico. ©On & mission he and hie cutfit are attacked by
Apaches, Finally, only he and his sergeant are left in a grim strug-
gle to get back to the army camp,

This stery ie based on the recorded experisnces of army men.
It is a fine etory depicting the life of a young soldier in this pericd
of cur hietery. The characters are real-to-life, the plot fmmﬁng.
Following the story are twe pagee of bibliography to attest the auther's
research in writing the tale. One reviewer remarked of this western:
"Some of the best western writing to show up in a long time,® 27

The book is still in print.

A sequel tc The Stare Are Oursj, Star Born is about & space-

ship that arrives on another planet from earth. The space travelers
align themselves with the terrible pecple referred to as "Those Others?
by both the mermen and the Terrans who had arrived earlier. The situa=
tion is straightened cut and moet of *Those Mthers® are destroyed. The
spaceship leaves and life resumes ee usual on the planet, for the one
man who learne there are Terrans on the planet promises to keep the
secret, The main character is Dslgsrd Nordis, a descendent of the
main character of The Stare are Oursi

This story is related scmewhat differently, however., Alter-
nating chapters take us with Dalgard and then with Baf Rurbi until

21 '
Re G Peck, Review of Stend to Horse, Chicago Sunday
Iribune (October, " %), 11, : ;
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later in the story the twe meet. There is action and suspense. The
idea of mental "talk" ig exciting, A Library Jﬁ#rnal reviewer said of

this books @xciting and adventure-laden, this sequel to The Stare
are Curs! is well written soience fiction. HRecommended for fene, ages
12-16.n 28

Ster Born is still in print.

Sea Siege was the second novel to be published in 1957, After
an atomic war the few survivors, including Grlff Gunston, are on an
igland in the West Indies. They find they have a terrible new enemy
from the sea in their strugegle for survival; octopli mutante that possess
& high degree of intelligence and seem pitied against man,

This is & well written sbtory that has sivie and finish. The
plet is different from mest science fiction stories (no epace shipe),
the action is exeiting, the characterization is excellent. It rates,
in the apinien of the writer, as one of ifiss Horton's beet science fic-
tion tales. Mark Reinsberg ssid of this story: "A sensitively written,
thought proveking work for the more imesginative high school reader.® 29

Sea Slege is still in print,

In 1957 Miss Horton combined science fiction and allegory to
produce Btar Gabte, listed in the 1959 eupplement of the Standard Catalog

for High fchool Librarieg. This ie the siery of Kincar s'Rud's joining

28
De B, Jones, Review of Star Born, Librarvy Journal,
IXXXIT (april, 1 1), 1109,

2y
Fark Heinsberg, Review of Bea Slepe, Chicapo Sund
Tribune, (Hovember, * 1), 52 PR SR

S lein) Baday
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the Btar lordes of CGerth and the half breeds ap theyr go through a mys-
tericus pate intc a parallel world. There they find evil counterparts
of seme of their group, deetroy the evil ones, and eet that world aright,
This story of a boy, his pet mord and steed ig a good story
for younger readers. The relationship of the boy and his pete is al-
moet like that of any boy, dog, snd horse. The story ies suspense
packed and has an air of mystery about it. The mysterious unexplaina-
ble things in the tale tbis writer liked, for in life there are many
unexplainable things., The story shows discrimination and how people
triumph over it. The plot is a little slower than usual for a lorton
novel, but it has a touch of mysticism. Virginie Kirkus saye of Star
Cates
Andre Horten, whose ability to extend ecientific thought
to the limit of imagination has won him many enthusziaste
among science fiction fans, elaborates in Star Uate on the
possibility of alternate destinies governed by optional
changee in tiaegg A faecinating conoept, masterfully handled
by the author,
Star Gate is etill in print.
Miee Horton'e one literary endeavor published in 1958 is The

Time Traders which ie listed in the 1950-1960 supplement of the Standard

Catelog for High School Libraries. In the latter quarter of the Twen-

tieth Century, Roes Furdock, a delinguent ycuth with a bad record, is
given a chance to choose betwesn the dreaded Hehabilitation Service and
becoming a volunteer on a government project; he chooses the latter

and through a time machine makes trips back inte history. In the past

30
Review of Btar Uate, Sulletin from Virginia Kirkus' Service,
XXVI  (August, = ), GOB. :
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he and his companions oppose not only savage tribesmen but alse the Rede
and people from outerspacs.
This ie superb science fiction, The action is always fast,
the plot never dull, Mise Horton shews how & misfit in soclety; such
ap Rose, can become & ugeful individual, a leseson still valuable today, |
Th§ Beaker background is particularly interesting and the reader leamms |
some of the customs and history of the Beakermen as he enjoye an adven=- |
ture packed tale, which, in this writer's opinicn, is Hise Norton's
finest science fiction novel. A reviewer remarked:
Mise Horton is & superb story teller, Her skill
drawe the reader completely into her fantastic other
world of transposed tinme.

Secret of the lost Race, snother papsrback original for fAce

Books, Incorporated, wa' firet published in 1959. Joktar, an unusually
emall young man for his age, is caught by the patrol and sent to work
on the planet Fenrie, where he escapes and joine the "Freemen of Fenris.®
This group ie oproeing company contrel of the planet, Joktar finde he
is being hunted, until the end of the story, for some reason beyond hig
understanding.

This is a good yarn, full cf suspense and adventure, The weak
point ie the title; for te thie writer i1 seoms the gsecret dose not lie
in the sowcalled “secret of the lost race," but it is what or whom
Joktar is. Perhaps it would have been better if the publisher had re-
tained Mise NHorton's original title, Wolfhead, the old English term for
outlaw. HNe review was found for the bock, It is =till available from

Ace Booke, Incorporated.

G. E. Dyer, Review of The Time Traders, Chicage Sunday

Tribune (November, 7 ' ), part 2, L5,
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Voodoo Planet ig the third Dane Thorgon-Solay (neen adventuvre.

written under the name of Andrew Horth, Dane Thorson, with two other
nembere of the crew from the Solsr Queen, goss to the planet Khatka as -
guest of Chief Ranger Asaki. There the ship'e medic to save their lives
must fight the planet's witehdoctor's magic with his own magic,

Thie very short (78 pagee) story is besed on the idea of
controlled halueinations. The plot is wesk. It seems more like &
short story than a novel, but this perhepe can be explained by Mise
Hiorton's statement that it was wrﬁ.t.tezx as a filler; i.e,,Ace Hooks,
Incorporated wanted & shorter story to complete & volume with Plague
Ship. 32 The story seems to the writer llke an African story adapted
2s & space story., bNo review was found for thie stery which is published
as a paperbacK. )

Calactic Derelict, the sequel to The Time Traders, finds Rose

Hurdock and Dr. Ashe jolned by e new character, & ycung Apache, Travie
Fox, who is the main character of thies tale. This venture into the
past takes Travis end hies companions on a weird space flight te strange
and unimewn {tc man) planete where they meet umusual forwe of lifs,
Finglly they manege to return to earth.

Ihis story is almost as good as The Time Traders. The writer

feels that the only weak part ies the ending, which seems hasty, The
@thaz‘* har created many unusual people and animele from culerepace.
The action ie thin, the plot simple. The asdventures usually are exe
citing, One reviewer remaried:

32 -
Telephone conversation with Mise Norton, July 16, 1960,
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Four men trapped in 2 1000 vear old epace ship are
careering through a degenerate universe on an unimown
gourse., Skillfully composed SF novel with pufficient ace
tion and exeitement to hold the attention of fans. Re-
emanggd for libraries wenting sdditionsal books of this
tma 2

The book ies still in print.
Pyblished in 1959, The Beast Master is the adventures of

Hosteen Storm, an Amerindisn, and his band of beaste when they go to the
planet Arzor., CEtorm averie & war between the settlers and the natives
as well as fighting the cruel Xlks, who are trying to take over the
planet.

This is an weusl tele in which there is a high degree of
relationship between the young man and his animal band which he con-
trole mntally. The action at times is sluggish, The characterize~
tion ig good. The story could use more suspense. The element of the
Sealed Caves with their Terran gerdens adds a strange, mysterious note
to the story. Regarding this book one reviewer remarked:

‘Thie fantasy is made convineing by the suthor's bold=

nese of imsgination and by his abi;i% to yield totally
to the aimosphere which he creates.

The Beast Master is & 1959 publicstion, not listed in the 1959

edition of Booke in Print.

iext for publication wes Storm Over Warlock. OShamn Lantee, an

officer of the Scouts; and the two wolverines in Shann's charge ars the

33 : :
Ailbert Hopheit, Review of Jalactic Derelict, dJunier Li-
braries, VI (November, 1959), L7.

3k :
Review pf The Ueast Master, Bulletin from Virginia Hirkus'

Sm%, b4 {Augugt’ 55 ,
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only survivors on the planet Warlock when the beetlelike Throgs have
destroyed the Scout camp, Their adventures on that plenet lead them
to discover intelligent native life, who help them to destroy the
Throgs and save a coming space ship of colonists from earth.
Thie sclence fiction story is full of action end suspense.
The odde against the young herc geem highly plausible. The charascteri-
gation is excellent, Shann ie not the conventional hero,snd his backe
ground makes him right for the part he plays in the action on Warlock.
Elaine Simpson recommended the bock in her review:
Another of Horton's stories of Terran conflict with
the Throgs, insect-derived, merciless, extra-terrestrial
predators, and of the mutant animals bred to ald man in
his exploratione of space, in thie case a palr of wolver-
ines. Young lLantee, the wolverines, and a gpace-ship-
wrecked Scout cfficer have many adventures on the strenge
planet of Warlock after the Throge destroy the survey
canmp and team, Uood; exciting S¥F up to Norton's best
standards, and, therefore, above gg« general run of SF
for young readers., Recommended,
Inasmuch as this is 1960 it is assumed to be in print.

The Sicux Spaceman is another bock written for Ace Books,

Mise Norton's original title for the work was Warrior Breed. Kade
Whitehawk, an Amerindien, ie sent to the planet Klors after bungling
an assignment on ancther planet. On Klore he finde the Ikkiani slaves
of the planet's rulere. He helps some of them galn freedom. Then he
finds he ie part of a bigger plan from hie hom planst, a plan in ef-

fect about twe hundred years, to help free others from Styor power.

35
Elaine Simpson, Review of Storm over Warlock, Junior
Libraries, VI (April, 1960), 77.

N ST




CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY

Andre Horton has accomplished what she sst out to do: to
become & succeseful writer of books for young people. This writer
feele, as do most reviewers, that ehe has become more than just a suc-
cessful writer. OShe has becoms a good ons, HMies Norton is a superb
steryteller. Judging by reviews and his own cbssrvations, this ﬁ?itar
belisves she turns out well-written stories. However, this writer also
believes that the paperback cripinals she has written for Ace Books,
Incorporated, do not generally measure up to HMise NHorton's usually high
standards.

When she first began tc write, Miss Norton's books were write

ten for the younger reader. Her {irst science Tiction books were also

slated for this audience. As she has become move proficlent ss a writer,

her works have béccm batter written and more mature, sc that they spe
peal to young people and adults., 411 readers -~ boys and girls, young
baople, and adulte =- can find inhmar booke release from the normal
routines of dally 1life. They can live with her main characters & fase
cinating life in another world by wey of her sclence fiection, or they
can go back in hietory and live @d dream with the reallistic herces
she crzates.
As a high school English teacher and a science fiction fan,

thie writer reslizes from his readlng of Miss Horton's Looks that her
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books can, as she suggests, lead readers on from leisure reading to
factual reading. This is significant today, esepecially in regard to
the realm of ecience fiction, when today'e world ie g0 close to con-
quering space. Perhaps the reader of her science fiction today will
be the space scientist or space traveler of tomorrow. The reason for
the reader's interest in space may well have begun with an Andre Korton
novel,

It has been only in the past six years, since her retirement
from the Cleveland Publie Library, that Mipe Norton has been writing
prolifically. In these six years ¥iss Norton has writien ninetesn of
the twenty-nine booke published. Science fietion accounts for most of
Mige Norton's books, and perhaps her awn statement ie an explanation
for thie:

The reason for writing e-~f ip that I bhad long loved to
read it and had written two books earlier -~ soon after the
publication of my first beok == but there was ne interest
in it then as far as the publishers were concerned. In fact
one could not even get an editer te read such a bock until
the late 1940's. Then I sent an outline of Star Man'e Son
to Hapcourt and they accepted it as & kind of trial ~-- with
sone marked reservations, World started in with the publi-
cation of the Bullard stories, alsc an experiment, aml then
two anthologies, finally asking me to try an original for
their list. But it weas a case of venturigg in cautiocusly
on part of the publighers in both cases.

The recent trend toward writing more than one book & year im-
plies there will be many more books o come. It seems toc this writer
that Mise Norton has already become significant as a writer for young

people, and in the future will be even more important.

1
Letter from Andre Norton, July 12, 1960,
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STBLIOGRAFRY OF ANDRE RORTON BOOKS

The following 1ist of booke for young people by Andre Horton,
lieted by date of publication as given this writer by Misp Norton, are
presented under the autber's resl nane, Alice Mary Herton.

liorton, Alice Mary., The Prince Commandey Oeing Sundry Adventurss of
g mmzwmmﬁmummmm
Throne of Horvanias by Andre Norton « peeude illus. by

hate Sevedr. Sew York: D. Appleton-Century Company, 193k

: . %m%g by Andre Hortom - peeuds illue, by James
; teide ew fork: D. ApplatoneCentury Cospany, 1938,

o tzm M; feing the ?amms and Hisadventures of

fometime Lady of Catkept Manor in Kent
Gmy m;‘ m Mtim's Proprietary of Mawyland, in the
Gracious Relgn of King Cherles the Second; by Andre Horton
=n:¢nd. s Few Yorks %William Penn FPublishing Corpersticn,
1942,

» The Sword is Drawn, by Andre Nortonm cpseuds  1lluse by
, . Denoan (oburn, ﬁwm Houghton ¥A£€14n, 194k,

Ao e tning & Tele of the Fortunes and Hisfortunee
and *’ Sisdeeds of that Oreat Villain, Barcon Reynard, the
?a:, and How He Was “erved with King Lion's Justice; Baesed
upon the Beast Saga; by dndre Horton -peeuds 1llus, by
laura Bamnop. Hoston: Houghton MALflin, 1947,

. Scapface; leing the Story of One Justin ilade, Late of the
; ele of Tortuga, and How Fate Did Justly Deal with
Him, to hies Great Profit; oy Andre lorton -pseuds illus,
by lorence Sjorklund, EHew Jork: Harcourt,; frace and

Company, 19L8.
. Ehnath by Andre Korton -pseuds » illue, by
Hew York: Harcourt; Srace and Come

W’ 1%9:
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» Huon of the Horny PHeing & Tale of the Duke of Pordesux Who

Came to Sorrow at the Hands of Charlemagne and Yet Won the
Favor of Obaron, the E1f King, Yo his Lasting Fame and Great
Glorysy adapted by Andre Nortom« pgeude illus. by Joseph
Krush. lew York: Harccurt, Brace and Company, 1951.

« Star Man's Son, 2290 A, D.g by Andre Norton - pseuds

ilius. by Nieolas Hordvinoff. New York:  Harcourt, Brace
and Company, 1953.

. Star Rangers, by Andre Horton - pssuds  HRew York: Hare

aour'e., Zrace end Company, 1953

At Sworde'! Polnts, by Andre Forton- pseuds Hew Tork:

Haregourt, Prace and Company; 1954.
_+ The Stare dre Oursl, by Andre f%mvban c pseude Cleveland:

Worid Publiscing ?'.-Emgmny, 195k,

Yenkee Privateer, by Andre Hortonc< peeud. » 1llus. by

L3

Le@gmﬁd Vosburghe Cleveland: World Publishing Company,
195 ° i

* Sarg&sen of Spage; & Dane ThorsonsSolar Gueen Adventurej
by Andrew Horth cpseud, - New York: Onome Press, Incor-
pﬁmtad, 1955,

» Star Guard, by Andre Horton cpseud.- Hew Yorks Rarcourt,

Frace and eavapamy, 1955,

« Plague Ship; a Dsne Thorson-Jolar Queen Adventure; by

Amégew Horth cpseud. - Hew York: Unome Press, Incorporated,
1956 :

+« The Urosesrcads of Time, by Andre ﬁarwn pmaud,- Hew

York: Ace Bamks, 1956,

« Stand to Horae,_ by Andre Horton cpseud,:  Hew York: '

- Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1956,

» BStar Born, by Andre Horton :pseuds Gleveland: World

Publishing Company, 1957.

L

Sea Slege, by Andre NHorton -peeud.:= Hew York: Harcourt,
brace and Company, 1957. Vi

Star Gate, by Andre Horion - ?ﬂﬂ&do :  Clevelands World
Puﬁﬁshing Company, 1957,

« the Time Traderse, by Andre Horton =peeud, - Clevelands

World Publishing Company,; 1958,
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+ Seoret of the lost Race, by Andre Norton : pseud. Hew

York: Ace Dooks, incorperated, 1959.

-

e et e

Andrew North -pseud,,  lHew Yorks
1959,

VYoodoo Planety a Dane Thorson-folar (ueen Adventure; by

Ace Books, Incorperated,

. Gamlactic Derelict, by Andre Horton cpseud,.  Cleveland:

ar, 5 1959,

Harcourt, brace and Company, 1959,

L]

World Publishing Company, 1960,

The Besst Master, by Andre Horton: pseud. * Hew York:

Storm over Warlock, by Andre Horton: pseuds Clevelands

+ The Sioux 8 by Andre Norton cpseud. = Hew Yorx:

Ace e, lncorporated, 1960.
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Oleecland 12, OF

June 8,1960

Mr, Robert N, Lofland
Bax 7
Damascus, Ohio

Dear Mr, Joflrsnd:

T am most flettered that you helieve my work
Amserving of the type of notlice you intend rto give
it--thet of using it as a hasls for a mester's

thesis, and T will try to cooperate as best T can,

The main problem is this, for some years I have been
forced to a seni-invalid existence snd I do not go

out. very rmich, S50 any personal interview must take
place here at my home, And the trip to Clevelsnd might
not he possibhle for you at the pre ent season when
there are so many de 7rnds upon a student's time,
Howsv¥er, 1f vou do wish to come, 2 Ssturday afternoon,
not leter than one-thirty, would bes fine as f~r as

T 2m concarned,

At present T am engaged on 8 Civil wér story which
is very demending as » piece of resasrch-cum-writing
work snéd arurday is my one free day., Jf you wish to
come please call at least the day before---the phone
number 1s: IV 1-4881,

“incerely,
\ \ T e
13 ’H' 1 &
: L ‘\ DAY .-\.\
"\\ \\ .’r‘\f ‘L l‘.: g M \J J& \
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LOFLAND, ROBERT Ds, M. A., August, 1960 Library Science

Andre Horton, A Contemporary Author of Books for Young People. (L9 prp.)

Director of Thesis: Fre, Elnora ¥, Portteus

This thesie presents a biograrhical sketch about Andre (Alice
Mary) Nerton, a eurvey of her works, & listing of her bookes for young
people, and a faceimile of an Andre Horton letter. The theeis pre-
sents the most up-to-date information about the subject as obtained
from an interview with her and contacte with her associates. 4 survey
of her worke discusses the types of books she has written, pseudonyms,
and relationships with illustrators, tranelators; publishere, and re-
viewers. Individual titles are discussed with a descriptive annotation,
commente by the writer, and pertinent remariks by reviewers. A listing
of her bocke ie presented by the avthor. A faceinmile of an Andre Norton
letter will give one an opportunity to examine her signature.

Migs Norton is an important contemporary author. This is il-
lustrated by the fact that her booke are listed and recommended in such

standard library aide ae Children's Catalog, the Standard Catslog for

Hiph Schoel Libraries, and the Fieticon Catalog, This thesis makes

gvailable information about the subject that will be useful to children's
librarians, ‘



