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<6 HALF IN SHADOW, by Mary Elizabeth Counselman.
Arkham Housc, Sauk City, Wi, 1978, 212p, Cloth,
Coll., $8.95. ISBN 0-87054-0B1-5.
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MARCHERS OF VALHALLA, by Robert F. Howard. Ber-
kley Books, New York, 1978, 215p, Paper, Coll..,
$1..95. ISBN 0-425-03702-9.

peprinted from the 1972 Donald M. Grant edition are
eight Howard stories, introduced by Friiz lsoiber, and
illustrated by €. W. Eddy. The tales are placed in
Howard's pscudo-historical settings, ranging from llth
century Celtic Britain ("The Grey God Passes") to 19th
century India ("A Thunder of Trumpets'™) .

79-28

The title
story begins in the drab 1930s, in Howard's native
atate of Texas, and gquickly moves to prehistoric Le-
muria, populated by beautiful maidens and ficree war-
riors. "Sca Cursc" and "Out of the peep' present wa-
tery horrors and witcheralt in 18th century England,
respectively. "The Thunder-Rider" uneasily blends
sorcery and serpent worship in an unsatisfactory and
poorly-placed tale. "For the Love of Barbara Allen”
is a minor tragedy set in the Texas of Howard's day,
and in the €ivil War period. Blood feuds and revenge
in "rhe valley of the Last" are blended with sinister
practices of worship by an underground reptilian spe-
Fgan

cies. For the Howard collector only.--Thomas M.
ALLAN QUATERMAIN, by H. Rider Haggard. New-

castle publishing Co.., North Hollywood, CA,
1978, 278p, Paper, Novel, $3.95. [SBN 0-87877-
117-4. 'The Newcastle Forgotten Fantasy Library,
Volume XVITI.
Statesman, soldier, and writer, Rider Haggard (1856~
1925) was a man to be reckoned with. He was knighted
investigations into agricultural and social
conditions, served in Africa during his youth, was
fyriends with most of the leading writers of his time
Kipling) , and was the author of more than 50
as well as nonfiction tyeatises in other fi-
elds. Allan Quatermain was Haggard's most successful
character, having been featured in some twenty books.
Haggard himself was oerasionally fatalistic, but Qua-
is eminently practical, whether fighting in
or, as in this book, probing the lost
After the death of hisz only son
(Haygard himself was later to suffer the same fate) ,
Quatcrmain decides on one last trek to unexplored Afri-
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Rccommemled. ——Chet Gottfried

79-30 THE CROSSROADS OF TIME, by Andre Noybton. Ace
. Books, New vork, 1978, 242p, Paper, Novel,
$1.75. 1SBN 0-441-12323-9.
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powers (he can sense danger), is impressed into the
service of the time corps. On one of his first assign-
ments he is capturcd by the quarry's criminal allies,
and thrown into the maze of worlds. He barely survives
the rigors of different New Yorks, one of which has

been blasted back into savagery by Nazi rocket attacks
in World war IT, and one so different as not to be re-
cognizably human. Blake is finally rescued by his time-
Wardsmen teammates, and rejoins ‘hem for the Final as-
sault on the criminal Pranj's stronghold.

Crossroads is a well-written introduction to the
concept of parallel worlds. Tt becomes slightly side-
tracked when Blake is forced into hig overlong ordeal
through worlds not really connected with the plot, and
Blake himself spends a lot of time being bewildered
(though understandably so0) . However, the action and
tension remain constant, and the settings are fascina-
tingly exotic. This 1956 novel displays its Cold war
era origins in its gloomy succession of time
which Earth has always been destroyed in a nuclear or
similarly catastrophic war; but this supports Blake's
resolution to keep the game fate from being brought by
Pranj to our own world. fThere isg an equally good se-
quel, Quest Crosstime (1965), in which Blake goes on
his first mission as a full-fledged Wardsman into an
alternate America dominated by a militaristic Aztec/
Toltec society. Recommended.

-lines in

--Frederick Patten
79-31 PFUTURE PERFECT: AMERICAN SCIENCE FICTION OF THE
NINETEENTH CENTURY, edited by H. Bruce Franklin.
Oxford University Press, New York, 1978, 404p,
Cloth, Anth., $15.00. ISBN 0-19-502322-6. 0Ox-
ford University press, New York, 1978, 404p,
Paper, Anth., $4.95. ISBN 0-19-502323-6.
Few studies of 19th-century antecedents of modern SF
had been published when the first edition of this val-
uable anthology appeared in 1966. 1In it, BF states:
"...one good working definition of science fiction may
be the literature which, growing with science and tech-
aology, evaluates it and relates it meaningfully to the
rest of human existence." Franklin later remarks what
should now be common knowledge both among SF readers
and among those who still view the field with suspicion
or disdain: "There was no major nineteenth-century
American writer of fiction, and indeed few in the se-
cond rank, who did not write some science fiction or at
least one utopian romance," later adding that "not un-
til late in the nineteenth century was there much Ameri-
can fiction in a strictly realistic mode." Franklin
acknowledges Moskowitz's discovery that the term "sei-
ence fiction" was first used in 183

Most of the writers whose stories appear here should
be familiar to anyone moderately familiar with [9th-
century American literature. Hawthorne's Aylmer in
"The Birthmark" is one of a long line of "mad scien-
tists." Other facets of science are revealed in "The
Artist of the Beautiful" and "Rappacini's Daughter."
The influence of Poe is well-known, but Franklin
that Poe was at heart anti-scientific and escapist,

The three tales included by Poe are also among the 16
in the well-annotated edition by Harold Beaver, The
Science Fiction of Edgar Allan Poe (Penguin, 1976) .
Franklin suggests similarities between Melville's "The
Bell-Tower" and Ellison's "I Have No Mouth and I Must
Scream" a century later. A less familiar example of
humans as machines is the 1890 story, "Dr. Materialis-—
mus," by Frederic J. Stimson.

Marvelous inventions were common in 19th-century fic-
tion, and are still a staple of 20th-century SF. J. D.
Whelpley's "The Atoms of Chladni" (1860) is a good ear-
ly example of this theme. Modern medical science was
also developing during this period, and many physicians
wrote SF. For this revised edition, Franklin replaced

shows

"

Silas Weir Mitchell's "Was He Dead?" with gack Longg;l
first published work of SF, "A Thousand bDeaths” (lﬂw
in which are found the seeds of his latey works- o
eight-page commentary on London and 5 is a very Y 4
ful one. Ppsychology was the most exciting sci?ncerea
the 19th century. fThree taley representing thli a
are Thomas W. Higgins's "The Monarch of Dreams, iy
Bierce's "A Psychological Shipwreck," and bellamy S8
“lo Whom This May Come." FEarly speculations on SP
and dimensional travel are found in Bellamy's "Thﬁﬂw
Blindman's World," Washington Irving's fraqm?nt,"The
Men of the Moon," Fitz-James O'Brien's familiar e
Diamond Lens," two brief pieces--nominally SCie"?e
on the fourth dimension, and Bierce's "Mysterious
Disappearances . " ~

The anthology concludes with three specimens or
time travel: "Christmas 200,000 B.cC.," by suanleY“
Waterloo (author of The Story of Ab), Twain's "Frw
the 'London Times' of 1904," and wWilliam Harben s
"In the Year Ten Thousand." The commentary in tvls
section, "The Perfect Future," is completely reVIS?S
from the earlier edition, and emphasizes the COntIdr_
between stories which extol coming technological M2
vels, and those which present the darker visions Wis
have come to know so well. Franklin's commentary ool
intelligent, and his selections provide abundant PX9C
that SF is one of several legitimate and reSPECteé e
terary forms, even at this early date. Since he 50
times quotes Sam Moskowitz, I am surprised that h?d*
didn't see fit to include one of the picces fro? B pat
ward Page Mitchell's The Crystal Man (1973), whlch.s
a valuable 64-page introduction by Moskowitz on thi
neglected 19th-century writer who anticipated many ol
ideas common in later stories. The additinns and'r
visions in the commentary, and the slight change 1P e
contents, are probably not enough to justify pufcﬁai
of the new edition by those who have the old. stills
this is an essential part of the library of anyon®
seriously interested in science fiction and its his”
tory. —-Neil Barro"

79-32 KULL, by Robert E. Howard. Bantam Books, Ne¥
" York, 1978, 186p, Paper, Coll., $1.95. ISBN
0-553-12019-0. i
This new collection of Kull stories follows the earld
Lancer edition (1967), including all but two of the
Kull cycle, but leaving out Lin Carter's notes and .
additions to Howard's unfinished tales. The enthust
astic introduction by Andrew Offutt should serve tEhe
purpose of motivating readers new to Howard's work.
Rull is the King of Valusia, and a nalive of aucieﬂby
Atlantis, a swashbuckling barbarian living in a comPl
and richly-imagined pre-Cataclysmic world. Less bur*
than Conan, and less gloomily introspective than sol?
mon Kane, Kull is one of Howard's best-realized char®
ters. His world isg peopled, in the usual Fashion, by
sorcerers, creatures, and mighty cnemies. This new
edition appends the incomplete story fragments at thi
end of the connected series of completed stories. Fi
sword and sorcery buffs. --Dennis M. Malon®
|
79233 ALL FLESH IS GRASS, by Clifford . Simak. AV®
Books, New York, 1978, 254p, Paper, Novel, $1-
ISBN 0-380-39933-4.
Simak's
humans who patiently attempt communication with diS'J
trustful mankind. Flesh, originally published by Do_
leday in 1966, belongs to the same period as wWay St
tion (1963), when the Cold War was at its height, ar
the Bomb seemed an sver-present danger. A small rur?
community finds itself surpounded by a force field. 56
Millville isg unique in being a portal between univ?rw
Superior life forms can get through--with cooperati®

(e nol
great forte is the creation of sympathetic P
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